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INTEODUCTORY PREFACE. 



' Can anything strictly orthodox and deeply spi- 
ritual emanate from the German School of Biblical 
Theology ?' is a question, which, if not already and 
satisfactorily answered by the works of numerous 
Authors whose names it might be invidious to 
mention, yet an honour to cherish, surely receives a 
triumphant reply in the present work of Dr. Kohl- 
b^riigge, of Germany. Favoured with an inspection of 
its sheets as they issued from the press, I confess J 
opened them not without some latent trembling. 
Apprehension, however, soon subsided into confi- 
dence, and confidence as quickly rose to admiration. 
I know not when I have perused a foreign work of 
theology with more unqualified approbation and un- 
mingled delight than the present. Happy in his selec- 
tion of the inspired Epistle, our Author is equally so 
in his exegesis of its difficult and varied, yet de- 
lightful contents. Thoroughly evangelical in its 
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sentiments, beautifully simple in its style, occa- 
sionally rising to true eloquence, correct, though 
not critical, in its interpretations of the text, and 
deeply spiritual and practical in its tone and teach- 
ing, the work ,must be regarded as a valuable 
contribution to our present stores of Biblical The- 
ology, in all respects worthy of a place at the side 
of Leighton's Exposition of the same Epistle. We 
have no fears of Germany itself, nor of the influence 
of its theology upon our own sacred schools of learn- 
ing — ^let the enemy come in like a flood — so long as 
there are such divines as Dr. Kohlbriigge to lift up 
the standard of the truth against the inrushing tide 
of neological criticism and rationalistic philosophy. 
The Straussian bubble floating on the surface of these 
dark and turbid waters has had its day. The myth 
theology — which may well be described in the 
words in which Eschenmayer so admirably sums up 
the negations of the Hegel philosophy, as a system 
which " has a God without holiness, a Christ with- 
out love, a Holy Ghost without a sanctifying power, 
a Gospel without faith, a fall without sin, a death 
without an oblation, a community without divine 
worship, grace without redemption, this world 
without the next, an immortality without individual 
existence, and a Christian religion without Chris- 
tianity," — is, even in Germany, fast losing its power. 



INTRODUCTOllY PREFACE. 

and with it its admirers and disciples. A brighter 
and purer day of Christian truth, we rejoice to be- 
lieve, is dawning upon the Continent, the pledge and 
harbinger of which we hail in the beautiful pages it 
is now our privilege to introduce .to the English 
religious public. The exalted views of the Lord 
Jesus — the transparently clear exhibition of the way 
of salvation — the rich springs of consolation opened 
to the mourner — and the tender yet irresistible 
power with which are enforced the preceptive por- 
tions of the Epistle, contained in these volumes, must 
endear them to every enlightened and spiritual 
mind. As such, I prayerfully commend the Work 
to God's blessing, and cordially to the perusal of the 
Christian reader, desiring for whom, in the words of 
the Epistle so ably expounded, that the '^ God of all 
grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by 
Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered awhile, make 
you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. To him 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." 

OCTAVIUS WINSLOW. 



SERMONS 

ON THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PETER, CHAP. I. 





SERMON I. 

"Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered 
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through sanctification of the Spirit unto obedience and 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ." — 1 Feter i. 1, 2. 

The apostle Peter in his day, wrote a letter from 
Babylon to the believers who dwelt in various pro- 
vinces and different towns in Asia Minor, and who 
were exposed to every sort of affliction. These be- 
lievers consisted partly of a remnant of the ten tribes 
of Israel, who had been long before scattered abroad, 
and partly of those who from among the heathen had 
been converted to God, and together with this rem- 
nant constituted one people of God — one Israel. 
Compared with the rest of mankind, these believers 
were small in number and in power ; here, might be 
but a single individual, there, two or three ; 'here, 
might be found ten persons, and there som^ seventjf 
or a hundred. In their manner of life and of though, 
as well as in their worship, they were too different 
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from other men to admit of their uniting with them, 
or walking after their ways. And because they could 
not walk as others walked, they were constantly mis- 
understood, and were exposed to all manner of suf- 
fering. The number of these believers, who through 
the preaching of Paul had been brought to the know- 
ledge of the truth, had increased ; but through false 
brethren, and their own evil inclinations, some had 
turned again into the way of error. Those who had 
hitherto remained faithful, needed to have their 
hearts strengthened and comforted ; they needed 
also to be more fully instructed in the right way, 
lest through the wiles of the Devil, or their own 
fleshly lusts, or through scandals and false doctrine, 
they might be led to quit the stronghold of faith. A 
certain brother, Silvanus, was about to visit these be- 
lievers, and Peter gave him this letter to take with him. 
This letter will, until the time when the Lord and 
King shall bring the last of His people home, con- 
tinue to be a blessed letter of consolation to each in- 
dividual believer, as well as to every congregation of 
the Lord's people, scattered here and there among 
the unbelievers, be their number two, or three, or 
more, who assemble together in the name of the Lord. 
This letter, therefore, is for us, because the apostle 
Peter's word, which we have on the page before us, 
cannot sound in vain, since it is the word of the Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself, which Peter, as His apostle, 
brings to us; on which account, he calls himself 
"Kmply— the apostle or messenger of Jesus Christ. 
' We shall, therefore, as the first Christians did, 
read this letter aloud in our assembly; let us all 
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listen, and consider it well with application to our- 
selves. Let each of us hear this letter with the con- 
viction that it is addressed especially to him; let 
him say in his heart. All this is for me. 

As God gives us His Holy Spirit to teach us what 
to pray for, when we are ignorant and in darkness, 
so when we open any one of the apostolic epistles, we 
find at the very outset what our necessity requires, — 
we find it replenished with that everlasting consola- 
tion which is so needful under the constant trials of 
our faith. Such is eminently the case with this 
Qpistle. In this matter the names are nothing ; in- 
stead of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, t&c, let each 
believer substitute the name of the country, province, 
or town where he lives ; and when he beholds what 
is practised therein, he will be comforted at being 
called a "stranger," because he will also be told 
where his fatherland is ; it will be told him that he 
has a city of God, towards which he is journeying. 
And when he reads that they were scattered, dis- 
persed, then he feels, that however lonely and for- 
saken he may be, he is not forsaken by God ; and 
he thinks upon the whole brotherhood that are upon 
earth, and remembers that their lot is the same ; and 
thinks, also, on the Good Shepherd who shall gather 
the scattered flock into his fold. When he reads the 
name, Peter, he remembers how this apostle once 
^^ went out and wept bitterly ;" and how the angel 
said : ^' Tell it to Peter ;" he remembers how the 
Lord revealed Himself to Peter, and how He after- 
wards said to him, "When thou art converted, 
strengthen thy brethren." And he thinks, at the 
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same time, on his own sins, on Psalm li., and on the 
power of divine grace. Then Peter's denial of the 
Lord — how clearly is this understood by one 
dwelling in a world whose power and arts of seduc- 
tion are inexhaustible ! And how brightly the word 
apostle shines at the commencement of the letter of a 
man who had to learn that he had not first loved tbe 
Lord, but the Lord had first loved Him ; and when 
he became the devoted follower of the Lord, the 
word he received from his mouth, was, "Feed my 
lambs." And then, the name, " Jesus Christ ;" what 
remembrances this awakens in the believer's heart ! 
He thinks on the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, on 
Golgotha, on our Lord's present power and glbry at 
the right hand of the Father, and on His gracious 
words : " Fear not, little flock, it is the Father's good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom." Then he thinks 
on the sayings of an apostle : " Unto you it is given 
to suffer for His sake ;" ^' If we suffer, we shall also 
reign with him ;" and also remembers these words : 
" Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever." But when the believer is overwhelmed with 
great suffering, so that he cries out witb David, 
" My soul is full of troubles ;" in the fierce combat 
against sin, against the devil, the world, and all that 
is therein, what can be a more comforting appellation 
than this : *^ Thou chosen one !" Can there be a 
stronger consolation than this : " I am chosen !" In 
the strength of this a man can lift up his head ; 
through this he is at once raised above the world and 
above all suffering ; through this he gains courage 
to fight the good fight. He is also reminded by this 
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of his liigh calling, wliicli is nothing less than that 
he should be separated from the world ; he is destined 
to be chosen in the fiimace of affiction,* that through 
the cross he may receive the crown. That any one is 
thus actually elected, is known to him by the testi- 
mony of the Spirit, which beareth witness with his 
spirit that he is a child of God. And what privi- 
leges, what hopes, does this appellation, " elect," or 
" chosen," contain within itself! " We know," says 
the apostle Paul, " that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose." And therefore we 
designate those who have received from God power 
to become the sons of God ; " Elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father." Now, therefore, 
when the devil threatens, when sin and the world 
seek, by persecution, to make the children of God 
afraid, then have they as a defence against them this 
comfortable assurance: That they have a gracious 
God in heaven; that this God is their reconciled 
Father in Christ Jesus ; that this God, as a God and 
Father, knew them from the beginning, and therefore 
loved them; and that according to this foreknowledge 
and purpose He has elected them: thus the foundation 
of our blessedness is laid in an eternity without begin- 
ning, — in the everlasting counsel of God ; and this 
counsel standeth sure : " the Lord knoweth them that 
are his." Yes, though strangers, still His own ; He 
knoweth them when no one else knows them ; and 
He knew them before they were strangers, and He 
brought them into the condition of being strangers, 

* Isaiah xlviii. 10. 
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that they might glorify His fatherly name in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse generation. With 
this comfortable assurance, we can surmount all 
difficulties; we can say, with the apostle, in spite 
of all temptation and opposition, ^^Whom he did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed 
to the image of his Son." ^^ Who shall separate us 
from the love of God ?" With the apostle, we per- 
ceive the token of our election in the work of the 
grace of God upon us, that He has given us His 
word, and revealed His Son in us, through the Gos- 
pel, that we, through the working of the Holy Spirit, 
have attained to faith and conversion ; that we have 
been baptised in Christ Jesus, and called by Almighty 
power out of darkness, into the marvellous light of 
God. Such is the inward testimony of the Holy 
Spirit, and through the same spirit of grace we per- 
severe to the end in the doctrine of Christ : then the 
outward tokens of our election are, all manner of 
afflictions, crosses, sufferings, and persecution, from 
the world, sin, and the devil. 

This election of God, it is true, existed in Christ 
Jesus before the foundation of the world, but the 
knowledge of it is revealed to the faith of each 
believer, when he is effectually called, enlightened, 
regenerated, and brought to trust in Christ ; and his 
walk and conversation will then be very different 
from his former course of life, when he willingly 
served sin and Satan, indulged his evil desires, and 
walked after the course of this world. These elect, 
whom God, according to His eternal purpose, and 
everlasting love, chooses in Christ Jesus, He in time 



SERMON I. 7 

sets apart by faith, and this He does through the 
" Holy Ghost." It is through the Spirit that they 
are sanctified, that they are separated from the mass, 
set apart that they may be a peculiar people to the 
Lord. Therefore we are here told that we are 
chosen ^^ according to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit;" 
and this sanctification, it is a comfort to know, is a 
sanctification we may safely confide in ; because it is 
widely different from the self-sanctification,the fleshly 
holiness, or wilful separation, to which " he that run- 
neth," and "he that willeth," addicts himself, in 
order that the idol self may be magnified and wor- 
shipped. Such pretended sanctification is nought 
but sin ; it leads to sin, it cannot last, it is without 
strength, and can only issue in condemnation. It is 
enthusiastic, romantic, and delusive ; while the sanc- 
tification of the Spirit, on the contrary, is simple and 
true, and at the same time it is mighty, irresistible, 
and leads to everlasting life. The world and the 
devil fight against us believers, because we will not 
wear their mask of hypocrisy, under which gross 
wickedness may be committed ; and sin fights against 
us, because we reject the pharisaical sanctity, which 
is but a covering of shame, under which sin has free 
play, while it leads to a dependance on the works 
of the law, that is, on works which God does not 
acknowledge. Should we become weary of the com- 
bat, and feel disposed to be content with this mere 
outside holiness, while we let the world and the 
devil have their own way, then do we here learn 
that we have a better holiness, one that is powerftil. 
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living, and divine, even tlie sanctification of the 
Spirit; and we are chosen to this sanctification, 
according to the foreknowledge of God, though the 
devil and sin, because we resist them, may say to us : 
'^ You are lost, you are rejected;" and though the 
world knows us not, and hates us, because we are 
not of the world. And then we ought to bear in 
mind, unto what we, who are thus chosen by the 
foreknowledge of God, are sanctified by the Spirit : 
namely, first ^^unto obedience," secondly, "unto 
the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ." Of 
this " obedience," we often read in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Samuel speaks of it to Saul, in 1 Sam. xv. 
22, 23, " Hath the Lord as great delight in bumt- 
ofierings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of 
the Lord ? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion 
is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as 
iniquity and idolatry." And again it is said in 
Hosea vi. 6, "For I desired mercy and not sacrifice; 
and the knowledge of God more than bumt-ofier- 
ings." And our Lord said to the Pharisees, in 
Matt. ix. 13, ^^ Go ye and learn what that meaneth, 
I will have mercy and not sacrifice; for I am not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." 
The apostle Paul, also, frequently writes about 
this obedience. So in Eom. i. 6, " We have through 
Jesus Christ received grace and apostleship, for obe- 
dience to the faith among all nations for his name." 
And again, chap. x. 16, ^^But they have not all 
obeyed the gospel, for Esaias saith. Lord, who hath 
believed our report ?" 
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This, then, is the true sanctification of the Spirit, 
that He renders us holy by enabling us to believe the 
Gospel, and thus receive Christ as our righteousness 
and strength for time and eternity, devoting ourselves 
to Him body and soul, with all we have and all we 
are ; by it we abide in Christ, the true Vine, and 
bear fruit, ever gratefully remembering that without 
Him we can do nothing. May God of His mercy 
grant, that all of you who are children of God may 
rightly imderstand unto what you are chosen and 
sanctified by the Holy Ghost, that you may in no 
wise give ear to the enemies of your souls, who would 
fain induce you to quit your hold of this cardinal 
doctrine, — ^how you are righteous before God. Every 
thing that is around us, strives to draw us away from 
the true faith. The devil and the world understand 
nothing of the way in which a poor sinner is holy 
and just before God ; namely, justified in Christ . 
Jesus, through grace, without the works of the law ; 
because they know nothing of the power, the value, 
and the all-sufficiency of the sacrifice of Christ. In 
their enmity to the truth, they set up another reli- 
gion, an idol-worship, wherein the creature, with its 
works and its fleshly righteousness, has something to 
boast of. This they do in order to render vain the 
work of Christ, and to destroy the work of the Spirit. 
They do it also that they may have a wide mantle 
under which to cloak their crimes. But with such 
idol-worship, and with such abominations, can none 
of^ God's chosen ones have any fellowship. The 
world and the devil, it is true, weave their web so 
skilftdly, that the elect are many times sorely tempted. 
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and even bewitched by their arts. Sin, also, is con- 
tinuaUy striving to render the believer so blind to the 
light of faith, and so deaf to the voice of free grace, 
that he almost sees and hears no longer ; and in this 
state of stupor, he thinks that what the world and the 
devil, what sin and the carnal mind, say and main- 
tain, comes from God ; just as the believers to whom 
Peter wrote, might in their inward and outward 
distress have been tempted by the thought, whether 
the catholic synagogue and the heathenish, philo- 
sophical, and philanthropic school, might not be from 
God. In like temptations we are comforted, and at 
the same time warned and reproved, by the know- 
ledge that the elect of God the Father, whom He 
foreknew, are sanctified by the Spirit; that they 
abide in the word of grace, in the Gospel, in the 
apostolic teaching ; and therefore they continue in the 
doctrine of Christ Jesus, which everywhere asserts, 
" That a man is justified through faith alone, without 
the works of the law." This is also the obedience 
which the apostle means ; and we have, at the same 
time, in this expression a touchstone wherewith to 
discern who are the true, and who are the false 
brethren ; as the evangelist John writes, in his first 
epistle : " This, then, is the message which we have 
heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say 
that we have fellowship with him, and walk in dark- 
ness, we lie, and do not the truth ; but if we walk in 
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin." (1 Johni. 5 — 7.) God 
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is light, and dwelleth in light. He is holy, just, and 
true, and will keep truth and faith with His people ; 
He will not deceive them, for in Him is no uncer- 
tainty nor vacillation, "no variableness nor shadow 
of turning," but He is ever to be depended upon, 
and what He says, that will He perform. If we do 
not walk in faith, if we do not hearken unto His 
Gospel, then are we in darkness ; because belief of 
the Gospel manifests itself in the life, so that it is 
no longer saying, but doing : " Faith without works 
is dead." 

This, then, is the obedience of faith, whereunto the 
Holy Ghost sanctifies us, that we should not give ear 
to the doctrine taught by the world, which is a doc- 
trine of self-righteousness, and that we should keep 
ourselves altogether " unspotted from the world," in 
our daily walk and conversation, and that we join 
not with the world in any thing that denies God and 
Christ, be it what it may. 

And where such an obedience exists, (as it does in. 
the elect, through the powerful sanctification of the 
Spirit,) there is a participation in all the privileges 
and blessed effects that are connected with such an 
obedience, namely, that we, through the Holy Ghost, 
are assured that we belong to the elect of God ; even 
as the apostle John writes, that thus " we have fel- 
lowship one with another ;" and that, as poor and 
miserable sinners, we have constant access to the free 
and open "fountain for sin and uncleanness;" be- 
cause thereunto does the Holy Ghost set apart the 
elect, that they first believe, and then receive the 
fruit of their faith, even purification from all their 
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sins. To this effect writes the apostle John : " The 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth from all sin," 
(that is, " if we walk in the light," 1 John i. 7 ;) and 
Peter says : " unto obedience and spriakling of the 
blood of Christ." By the word " spriakling," the 
apostle gives us to understand, that all other sprink- 
ling is unnecessary, and is set aside ; and he thereby 
teaches us also with what baptism we are baptized, 
even with a baptism in which the old man is buried, 
and the new man in Christ, purified from sin, is 
raised up ; and he teaches us also how we may have 
a good conscience towards God, in spite of sin, the 
devil, the world, and all that would oppose us, and 
strive to drag us from our stronghold. 

This, then, is what the apostle Peter, is what the 
Lord Jesus Christ, wishes to tell us : Ye suffering 
ones, be of good courage ; I know your condition, 
and I come to you with this comfort, that I shall 
gather you together, that ye are elect according to 
the foreknowledge of God the Father, and that ye 
are sanctified by the Holy Ghost ; abide in faith, and 
ye shall be washed from all your sins, and be given 
to drink of the river of Eden. And how glorious is 
the blessing bestowed upon us ! ^* Grace and peace be 
multiplied xmto you." But of this more hereafter. 

But you, who do not listen to the Gospel, who 
walk after the course of this world, whatever be your 
religious views, whatever be your ways, which are 
not of God the Father, ! consider, while it is yet 
time, what the sanctification of the Spirit is, and trust 
not to a grace which does not belong to you, but to 
God's chosen ones. Think not that any one can be 
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blessed, wlio belongs not to the " elect, according to 
the foreknowledge of God :" and if ye think that ye 
belong to ii^ be assured you deceive yourselves, unless 
it can also be said with truth concerning you : 
" Through sanctification of the Spirit unto obedience." 
Therefore, from this time forward give up entirely 
the works of darkness, and turn with all your heart 
to the true Light, which hitherto you have extolled 
with your lips only. And you who sit down, timid 
and helpless, while the enemies of your souls whisper 
to you things that make you more fearful still, O ! 
break through at once, venture to trust in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, and hearken to the voice which so 
tenderly calls to you : ^^ Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden ;" wherefore sit ye there 
without that sprinkling which is ready for every one 
who will trust therein ? 

And you who axe troubled with many sorrows, 
look up to God for help, for grace, for pity ; cleave 
entirely to Him ; let no one take from you this con- 
solation, that you are " elect, according to the fore- 
knowledge of God the Father," and that the Holy 
Spirit will produce and manifest in you all that for 
which He has been given to us by the Father, and 
)btained for us by Christ. 
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SERMON II. 



" Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied. Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according 
to his abimdant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope, by the resmrection of Jesus Christ fi-om the dead, to 
an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for you." — 1 Peter i. 2 — 4. 



It lias rejoiced our hearts to meditate on the super- 
scription of this first epistle of the apostle Peter. 
We who are the Lord's, perceive by this superscrip- 
tion that the epistle is written to us. It must lift us 
up above every trouble, to think that from the begin- 
ning we have been chosen of God, that He hath loved 
us, and that therefore we have been separated by the 
Holy Spirit from all that is corrupt and perishable, 
from all darkness and impurity, in order that we may 
stand fast in the faith, abide in the word of life, and 
also partake of the continual purification from all sin 
by the blood of Christ. When the believer, through 
the enlightening of the Holy Spirit, inwardly feels. 
This letter is to me, all that it says relates to me ; 
how acceptable will then be to him the apostolic 
benediction : " Grace unto you, and peace, be multi- 
plied!" But coupled with God's election are the 
rejection and contempt of the world; with God's 
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everlasting love, we must expect the hatred of the 
world, even as our Lord hath said : " Because I have 
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you." Against the sanctification of the Spirit 
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Christ, against his continuance in faith, and in that 
holiness without which no man can see the Lord, the 
believer must expect to be tempted with all the 
temptations to which his carnal nature is inclined, 
in order to draw him away from the living God, and 
to induce him, if possible, to please the world, the 
flesh, and the devil, by falling down and wor- 
shipping them. Whenever the believer is so assailed, 
let him, in his temptation and affliction, think thus 
within himself: God the Father knows me, and has 
led me in a way that seemeth to Him good, and will 
not let my labour be in vain ; then when a sense of 
sin makes him long^ after Divine aid, shall he imme- 
diately receive; from above all that is necessary to 
supply his need, and to soothe his trouble, while 
strength shall be infused into him whereby to over- 
come all temptations. This is what the apostle tells 
us in his benediction. It is wonderfully suited to 
him that is in suffering, and tends greatly to heal his 
wounds, and restore peace to his soul, through the 
knowledge that he is watched over by Divine good- 
ness. The spiritual sufferer can only be ministered to 
by Divine grace, it is only through peace of soul that 
he can be healed ; and the more fully grace and 
peace are imparted to him, the sooner is his spiritual 
health restored. You may perhaps ask why the 
apostle here says, " Grace and peace be multiplied 
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unto you ;" as if grace and peace were not enough 
in themselves ; as if one must have a large portion 
of them, or as if we could be partakers of grace and 
peace without partaking of them abundantly. We 
must not forget, my beloved friends, that when we 
are enduring suffering and affliction, and bearing the 
cross after our Lord, such an apostolic epistle comes 
to us at a time when the heart is exposed to all the 
darts of the wicked one, to unbelieving, yea, even to 
rebellious thoughts ; and alas ! how are we then a 
prey to uncertainty; how is our rest disturbed by 
anxious and painful thoughts, to what anguish, what 
foreboding apprehensions, do we give ourselves up ! 
How are we then harassed and subdued by sin ! 
We have grace and peace ; but when we are under 
trouble and trial, how is the grace already received 
obscured by the clouds of sin, and the soul's peace, 
the peace of God, disturbed through suffering ! 
How could we be delivered from this state, if God 
did not cause abundant grace to flow to us ? How 
could the believer be able to cry out in the midst of 
the storm : ^^ Why art thou cast down, my soul, and 
why art thou disquieted within me; hope in God, 
for I shall yet praise him," — ^if God did not infuse 
into his soul ihe fulness of peace ? O ! when we are 
in suffering, in anguish of soul, when the terrors of 
hell lay hold upon us in the midst of those assaults 
and temptations, in which we yield to despondency, 
and cannot hold fast our faith ; while we look at sin, 
and at the ^^ things that are seen," and so are ftdl of 
disquiet, tossed hither and thither, without the en- 
joyment of peace, — ^if God did not then give us 
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abundance of grace and peace, yea, if He did not 
" multiply grace and peace " to us, we should, in 
spite of grace previously received, and peace for- 
merly enjoyed, be swallowed up by despair. There- 
fore is this benediction truly precious. If we were 
always faithful in using the grace already received, 
if we walked in continual peace with God, through 
the strength of the peace already enjoyed, we should 
have no need of such an epistle as this to be written 
to us. But such an epistle is greatly needed by us, 
when we have been conforming to the world, or yield- 
ing to sin, or shrinking from the mortification of the 
flesh; God is then, as it were, constrained to visit us 
with His judgments, and O, how much do we then 
stand in need of a large measure of grace ! Grace for 
the pardon of all our sins; grace to put on the ^^ whole 
armour of God," that we may be able to resist the 
world that lieth in wickedness, and to withstand our 
enemy, the devil, who goeth about like a roaring 
lion seeking to devour us. Then do we also need 
an abundance of peace, of the peace of God, that we 
may continue tranquil in the midst of outward and 
inward strife, that we may be more and more esta- 
blished, rooted and grounded in the knowledge of 
God and Christ, in the full assurance of faith. " In 
the Lord Jehovah have I righteousness and strength." 
The apostle desires that we should be made partakers 
of this abundant grace, because when grace is glo- 
rified in the creature, it is not only glorified on him, 
but in him ; and the peace of God must not only 
rule over him, it must also rule in him. And this 
blessing must be imparted to us — we must receive it ; 
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for it comes from our God only; and He often 
bestows it in rich abundance when we least expect it. 

And when our hearts can respond " Amen/' to 
such an apostolic benediction, which is no mere bene- 
volent or empty wish, but bestows that which it pro- 
mises, can we do otherwise than at once joyfully take 
to ourselves the full comfort which is offered to the 
afflicted in this benediction ? 

The apostolical epistle richly supplies us with such 
comfort. From these consolations I shall, at present, 
select the following : — 

I. We have a living hope. 

II. To this hope we are begotten again by God, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead. 

III. It is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has begotten us again to this hope. 

IV. He hath done this out of His abundant mercy. 

V. As we are thus born from above by Him, we 
shall, as His children, receive that unto which we 
are bom from above, namely, the inheritance. 

VI. This inheritance is sure and certain. 

VII. This inheritance cannot be intrusted to our 
own keeping, but it is reserved for us in Heaven. 

VIII. For such abounding grace, to God alone be 
the praise. 

What a mine of comfort in a few words ! 

I. We have a living hope. Faith, hope, and 
love ; these three remain with us here below. To 
the elect these are dispensed and imparted by God, 
through the Holy Spirit, by whom also they axe 
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maintained in exercise. When faith is fiercely at- 
tacked, and almost powerless, then hope reaches out 
a helping hand and holds us upright. It is a precious 
gift of God, and a wonderful work of the Holy Spirit 
in us, this hope which "hopes against hope." In this 
hope we are blessed indeed. The apostle Paul also 
writes most comforting things about this hope in the 
fifth chapter of Romans. From the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ we may hope to receive full 
redemption ; and whosoever hopes in Him, his face 
shall never be ashamed. Where no hope is, there is 
nothing but death and destruction ; if hope is taken 
away, all is taken away. In the midst of trials, 
struggles, sin, and affliction — ^in anxiety, want, fear, 
and distress of soul, the Christian still believes, but 
he knows it not, it seems to him as if faith were en- 
tirely quenched ; but the child of God never loses 
hope of the future glory, nor of present deliverance, 
although to outward appearance there may be no 
more ground of hope than Abraham had in his 
old age. The Holy Spirit preserves his hope in a 
state of activity, through the promises ; and, there- 
fore, it is a hope very different from that of the world, 
for the hope of the world ends in vanity and disap- 
pointment — the hope of the hypocrite shall perish. 
The hope of the unconverted, of all who are without 
God in the world, and walk after their own lusts, is 
a dead hope ; but ours is indeed and in truth a living 
hope. Although it sees nothing but the very oppo- 
site of what it hopes for, although nothing is pre- 
sented to it but suffering, anguish, fear, and perse- 
cution, yet the mighty and true God is also present 

c 2 
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with it, and with Him all future good is present; yea, 
it has a God before it on whose grace it can rely even in 
the midst of his anger ; therefore it can say, " Though 
He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." Wherefore is 
this ? Because if God has been truly known by thee 
as the God who takes away all thy sins, who assures 
thee of His grace, and imparts His peace to thee, 
then shall thine enemies, then shall thy distress and 
anguish of soul, only drive thee nearer to this true and 
gracious God, only impel thee to draw nearer to His 
throne of grace. Faith leads thee thither when sight 
is gone, when thou art poor and empty-handed, when 
the ground gives way under thy feet; then thou 
feelest that thou shalt be upheld by everlasting grace, 
then shalt thou be aware that this grace is still a firm 
foundation under thee, is still a wall and a bulwark 
round about thee ; and thou canst boldly say. My 
deliverance is in the hand of the Lord; He can bring 
to nought all that opposes and grieves me ; nothing 
can separate me from the free love of God ; my sal- 
vation stands firm and sure, through the covenant of 
everlasting grace. 

II. This living hope can never make us ashamed, 
because we did not attain to this hope of ourselves ; 
we were " dead in trespasses and sins, wherein in 
times past we walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that now worketh in the children of diso- 
bedience." Alas ! amongst these have we also " had 
our conversation in times past in the lusts of our 
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind I and were by nature the children of wrath. 
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even as others." But the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, hath according to his abundant 
mercy, begotten us again to this living hope, by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead ; as also 
the apostle Paul testifies : " But God who is rich in 
mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 
even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us 
together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved ;) and 
hath raised us up together, and made us sit together 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus."* 

Thus, then, we are bom again to this living hope ; 
bom of God, — ^the living God, — and this birth is 
nothing less than a new creation ; it is being called 
out of the death of sin ; it is being awakened with 
Christ out of the slumber of death. This new birth 
took place at the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and the 
power of this resurrection, with which God continues 
to work effectually in the saints, is experienced by us, 
when, through the preaching of the word, and the 
operation of the Holy Spirit, we attain to saving faith 
in Christ. And as Christ being raised from the dead 
dieth no more, so we also die no more ; and as the 
life of Christ in us who believe is never extinguished, 
80 is the hope we have in Him, through our regene 
ration, " a Uving hope." 

III. He who has thus regenerated us, is here called 
*^the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
Here we have Jesus Christ as our mediator, as the 
second Adam, as our surety, our representative, and 
OUT blessed Head. As such He has God for His 
God and Father, who will bring Him to honour and 

* Ephesians ii. I — 6. 



22 SERMONS ON I. PETER I. 

glory, and with Him will bring us also to the same 
honour and glory, though we are not worthy to be 
called sons. We had altogether renounced God as 
our God, and had chosen the devil for our father ; 
but Jesus Christ has, in our stead, made full satisfac- 
tion to God ; has honoured Him as God, and glori- 
fied His fatherly name ; and God hath therefore 
pledged Himself to him, saying, " I will be to him a 
Father, and he shall be to me a Son." And as he is 
now the God and Father of Jesus Christ, and it is 
said, ^^ when thou shalt make his soul an offering for 
sin, he shall see his seed," so has God, true to the 
oath made to his Anointed, raised us up with Christ 
in His resurrection, and has also in Him accepted us as 
children and heirs, as our Lord says in another place, 
" Behold I, and the children whom thou hast given 
me." He hath bom us again from above, in order 
that we may be with Christ where He is, and behold 
His glory which the Father hath given him. 

IV. And all this has God done " according to his 
abundant mercy." For truly that we should be 
raised out of our death in sin, and taken out of the 
power of the devil, and endowed with a sure and 
certain hope of eternal life, are blessings we have not 
deserved ; on the contrary we have given God good 
cause to leave us lying in our blood, we have been 
and are stiU too sinful to have any claim to such 
grace. But where sin hath abounded, grace hath 
much more abounded and overflowed towards us. 
Therefore, all praise be to the Most Holy for His 
abundant mercy, even as the Church acknowledges 
to His praise : " The Lord is merciful and gracious. 
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slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy/'* and as the 
soul in her need cries out : ^^ Have mercy upon me, 
O God, according to thy lovingkindness."t This 
is kindness indeed, to take the helpless child to His 
bosom, and soothe it with words of comfort. 

V. We who are thus bom of God from above, 
raised up together with Christ in His resurrection, 
shall obtain all that is set before us in the ^^ living 
hope." When Christ was raised from the dead. He 
went into Heaven, was set down at the right hand of 
God, and became heir of all things. God being for 
us, who can be against us ? He has brought His Son 
into His inheritance, and with Him He will also 
bring His seed. If we are bom of God, then are we 
children, and if children then are we also heirs. All 
who are legitimately bom are heirs, and in virtue of 
their birth have a right to the inheritance of their 
father. Our birth is a birth of grace, a birth by 
which we are justified and delivered from the conse- 
quences of our birth in Adam, being no longer heirs 
of condemnation. It is a birth with Christ in His 
resurrection, that we may with Him enter into pos- 
session of what He has, namely, ftdl blessedness and 
glory in and by God. We are ^^ heirs of God, and 
joint heirs with Christ, if so be that we suffer with 
him, that we may be also glorified together."} 

VI. This inheritance to which God gives a title in 
Christ Jesus, to every one whom He justifies by 
faith, this inheritance, to which we are bom, and for 
which we wait, Peter calls, " incorruptible, undefiled, 
and unfading," all of which is said for our comfort ; 

♦ Psalm ciii. 8. f Psalm li. 1. J Bom. viii. 17. 
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because we learn therefrom, that we, prodigal sons, 
who have wasted our inheritance in Adam, recover 
our lost possession in Christ. Besides this, it must 
fill us with joy to know where and what our inherit- 
ance is ; because we can then take joyfully the spoil- 
ing of our goods, and the loss of all earthly pos- 
sessions. Nor shall we permit ourselves to murmur, 
though the world rob us of all we have, though we 
suffer affliction in it, though every thing seems to go 
well with our oppressors, and the wicked prosper, 
while we are a poor and afflicted people ; because 
the world passeth away with the lusts thereof, and 
eartUy possessions cannot deUyer a man from death, 
but, on the contrary, he must leave all, and go out of 
this world naked as he came into it. Truly all visi- 
ble things, be they ever so fair, ever so apparently 
firm and durable, are corruptible and fleeting — ^the 
heavenly inheritance alone is abiding. It is also 
^^ undefiled ;" it is a perfect inheritance, procured for 
us by the death of Christ, free from every stain of 
unrighteousness, by which, in God's sight, all earthly 
things are defiled ; it is preserved pure through the 
Spirit and the blood of Christ ; it is not fading like all 
treasures here below, which deceive their possessors, 
and wither like a flower ; but this heavenly inheritance 
is a tree of eternal life, which bears everlasting fruit, 
and flourishes for ever in the garden of God. 

VII. Further. This inheritance is placed high 
above all reach of danger : it can never be taken from 
us, it is safely preserved in the hand of the faithful 
God ; therefore, the apostle writes that it is '^ reserved 
in heaven" for us. The God and Father of our Lord 
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Jesus Christ is security for us that we shall receive it. 
He will take more care that we may safely receive it, 
than any earthly father takes care that his inheritance 
shall be secured to his children. We cannot be 
trusted to have it in our own hands, or have it in 
possession here below, where it would be exposed to 
a thousand dangers ; we could not keep it safely our- 
selves, for Satan is too cunning for us ; we should 
soon waste and destroy it through sin. Therefore, it 
is put in safe keeping for us, and that in the best 
bank, in the most secure coffer — in heaven, that is, 
with God. 

VIII. When we attentively consider that we are 
bom to such an inheritance, begotten to a living hope 
of such an inheritance, and when we farther consider 
our sinfulness, and what would have become of us 
had not God, out of His abundant mercy regenerated 
us, and given us the hope of such an inheritance, 
what else can we do but exclaim with the apostle : 
" Blessed be God !" or, ^^ He alone can be called 
Good, He, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ !" Truly we may cease all our curious in- 
quiries respecting ^^ the knowledge of good and evil,*' 
when we know that our blessedness comes from God 
only, and lies only in God's hand ; we may well give 
up our vain speculations, when we perceive that we 
are utterly worthless, and that all here below, if 
separated from God, is utterly worthless. Since God 
alone is good, and since He has drawn us to Himself 
out of pure kindness,nothing evil can befall us; though 
all things should seem to be against us, they must 
work together for good ; because that which we, who 
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axe born of God, hope for from God, He lias Him- 
self taught us to expect ; and this inheritance neither 
the devil, the world, nor death, can take from us, 
because God Himself preserves it for us, and after 
the sufferings of this present time are over, we shall 
receive it in full possession. Then will it be fully 
manifested how poor and worthless this world is, and 
how rich and happy, even in the midst of tribulation, 
are those whom the world despises, the chosen people 
of God. Amen. 
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" You who are kept by the power of God through faith unto 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. Wherein ye 
greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in 
heaviness through manifold temptations." — 1 Peter i. 5, 6. 

When the poor in spirit, who are sorely pressed 
down with outward and inward trials because they 
will not hasten after another god, and will not offer 
impious drink-offerings of blood, whatever pious 
names they may assiune, and especially because, as 
they love not the world nor the things that are in the 
world, therefore the world hateth them ; — ^when these 
afflicted ones learn what an inheritance God has in 
store for them, surely their mouths must be opened 
to declare the praises of God. " The lines are fallen 
to me in pleasant places, yea, I have a goodly heri- 
tage." This is what each one of you who are chil- 
dren of God, will acknowledge with joy and thaok- 
fulness, to the praise of His grace, when, having been 
made alive by the Spirit of the Lord, he appre- 
hends, from God's word, that however poor, and 
oppressed, and persecuted, by powers visible and 
invisible, he may be in this world, he has an in- 
heritance ^^incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading;" 
incorruptible, because it proceeds from the everlast- 
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ing love of the Father ; undefiled, because it is the 
possession of Him who ^^ offered Himself without 
spot unto God," honourably acquired through the 
travail of His soul ; unfading, because we are made 
partakers of the same through the eternal Spirit, 
who also maintains in our hearts a living hope of 
this inheritance. Truly, when we inwardly realize 
what a treasure God has laid up for us in heaven, 
and preserves for us there, what cause have we to 
be astonished and to exclaim in devout wonder: 
^^ 0, how great is thy goodness which thou hast laid 
up for them that fear thee, which thou hast wrought 
for them that trust in thee before the children of 
men !" And again : ^^ Blessed be the Lord, for he 
hath shewed me his marvellous loving-kindness in a 
strong city."* This it was which so comforted the 
apostle Paul, that he joyfully wrote to his son 
Timothy : ^^ For I know whom I have believed, and 
aan persuaded he is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him against that day."t Yes, that 
He can, and that He will do also ; for our God can 
do all things, and His promise is true and faithful ; 
and so will each one of us testify and say : mercy hath 
compassed me about. 

But if it is comforting to know that God has an 
inheritance reserved in heaven for us who suffer 
here, no less comforting is it to know, that even 
unto the time when we can say with Paul, " I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith :" we are preserved by God here 
in this world, in order that we may in due season 

* PBalm xxxi. 19, 21. f 2 Tim. i. 12. 
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receive this inheritance. So the apostle writes 
in verse 5 : " You, who are kept by the power 
of God through faith unto salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time." 

Here the apostle comforts us with the grace of 
perseverance, which is an unspeakable consolation to 
us when we consider, that we know not what may 
befall us each day and hour of our life ; and that all 
we know is, that we are continually exposed to the 
cunning arts of the devil and the world, and that the 
enemies of our souls are ever laying traps and snares 
in order that they may catch us in their net. Alas ! 
when we feel ourselves here so powerless, and, 
having, as it were, lost our eyesight, while our ma- 
licious enemies waylay us, and are well aware of 
our weakness, may we not fear with David that we 
shall one day fall into the hands of Saul ? True it is 
that the devil goeth about as a roaring lion, seeking 
whom he may devour. It is also certain that flesh 
and blood shrink from suffering, and that carnal 
reason will furnish them with many excuses for so 
doing. It continually suggests to our minds all 
manner of things calculated to put us in fear, and to 
make us afraid that the way in which we are going 
wiU lead to no good in the end. Ah ! what disquiet- 
ing thoughts, what cares, what griefs, is the soul 
exposed to, through its inward trouble and outward 
persecution, so that the Christian daily bears his life 
in his hand! And then, what fierce attacks from 
within ! His hope in God might be brought to 
shame, or it might prove to be altogether imaginary. 
How many times does the darkness of night brood 
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over the soul, so that the life is consumed by sorrow, 
and the man feels as if he were drawing near to hell; 
in such attacks all power and courage seem to have 
fled. Nay, there is no child of God can preserve 
himself; but the true covenant God does it out of 
pure compassion. It could not enter into the mind 
of God to appoint an inheritance, and neglect the 
heirs of the inheritance, so that none ever came into 
possession of it ; but as He keeps the promised inhe- 
ritance in heaven for His own, so He keeps them 
safe in this world, that the heirs of the promise may 
obtain the promise, even as h^ hath sworn by Him- 
self. This is the fruit of that prayer of our true 
High Priest, which we read of in John xvii. : " I 
pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast 
given me, because they are thine:" and again, 
^^ Holy Father, keep through thine own name those 
whom thou hast given me, that they may be one as 
we are." ^^ I pray not that thou shouldst take them 
out of the world, but that thou shouldst keep them 
from the evil." And He, the true Father of all those 
who are of the Father, how does He preserve us ? 
The word signifies such a watching over us, as if we 
were surrounded by a guard ; even as we read in 
Psalm xxxiv. : ^^ The angel of the Lord encampeth 
round about them that fear him, and delivereth 
them ;" and, *^ the Lord is nigh unto them that are 
of a broken heart, and saveth such as be of a con- 
trite spirit." And again, in the ninety-first Psalm, 
^^ He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under 
His wings shalt thou trust." 

Our God protects us, even " as a hen gathereth 
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her brood under her wings." He guards us as a 
king doth his palace and the frontiers of his king- 
dom ; as the leader of an army, his fortified camp ; 
as the commander of the fortress does the besieged 
city intrusted to his care. Because there are many 
Sennacheribs who would besiege Jerusalem, and de- 
clare, as if with a voice from on high, that the God 
of Jacob, the true watchman of Israel, is not in our 
midst. Peter declares that we are "kept by the 
power of God." This is said for our comfort, be- 
cause we are always regarding the strength of our 
enemies, and thereby are ever reminded of our own 
utter weakness. But it will ever be true that He 
who is with us, is mightier than all they that are 
against us. The power of our enemies is indeed ter- 
rible; and who among the children of God fully 
comprehends the amount of his own weakness ? 
Alas ! Peter himself thought he had grown to be a 
giant, and yet in the hall of Caiaphas he fell at the 
word of a damsel, and denied his Lord ! And how 
often is it so with us ! But who or what can do any- 
thing against the power of God? The God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath planted 
a new Eden for us, will not permit that we, my 
beloved brethren, who are chosen to inherit it, should 
be by any one, or by anything, overpowered or slain 
on our journey towards it. " No man shall take my 
sheep out of my Father's hands," is the promise of 
our Lord Jesus. 

Wherein does this power lie ? The apostle tells 
us that we are kept by the power of God, " through 
faith" unto salvation. This is again an exceedingly 
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great comfort to those who are tried and assailed, to 
every one who feels himself so weat, that he knows 
his salvation would fail altogether, if it were not 
grounded on the power of God. For he is cer- 
tain of this, that his salvation is secured to him, 
not merely for to-day, but for the future; because 
God has bound Himself by His word of promise, 
and this word is, ^^ the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth." But in suffering under 
the cross, under affliction, temptation, and persecu- 
tion, the Christian sees nothing but destruction, and 
has nothing to rest upon but faith. Then to the 
eyes of the world it appears ridiculous that he should 
believe the very contrary of all that is apparent ; ri- 
diculous that he should hope for things that seem 
utterly impossible to be accomplished. how naked 
and bald is this faith when one sees nothing but deso- 
lation and ruin before him ! The world has an abun- 
dance of visible things, which it can present to the 
eye ; the people of God, on the contrary, have no- 
thing but faith in a word, which is, indeed, a word 
uttered by God, but which, it will be sometimes sug- 
gested to them when under trial, is not meant as a 
word to them. Such an apostolic saying as this 
gives us courage, by assuring us that in the word 
which we simply and unconditionally believe, in 
spite of all appearances that contradict it, the power 
of God is pledged that we shall be preserved unto 
salvation. It rests not with us, it lies in that mighty 
word by which the heavens and the earth were cre- 
ated. And according as we believe, so it happens 
to us ; we attain unto salvation. " To salvation," 
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says the apostle ; that is, to entire redemption, and 
to the full possession of that glory which God has 
prepared for His own. This salvation may appear 
to be long delayed; but what then? A thousand 
years in God's sight are but as one day, and so they 
are also to the eye of faith. " Though it tarry, wait 
for it; because it wiU surely come, it will not 
tarry."* 

This salvation is ready, ** ready to be revealed in 
the last time." It is at present hidden beneath the 
mask of the cross ; and, therefore, the words of the 
apostle are very comforting to our hearts : " Ye have 
need of patience, that when ye have done the will 
of God ye may receive the promise ; for yet a little 
while and he that shall come will come, and will not 
tarry." Here, the crown of glory is hid from our 
eyes. All that which shall certainly come to de- 
struction appears, for the present, most happy and 
glorious ; while, on the contrary, the beloved of the 
Father appear to be under the weight of the curse, 
and are made "as the offscouring of all things." 
It is ^^ within," that " the king's daughter is all glo- 
rious ;" outwardly, she seems continually exposed to 
oppression and degradation; but when the Lord 
Jesus comes with the clouds of heaven, then shall it 
be seen that she is His beloved. The apostle ex- 
horts us to patience and continuance in faith, that we 
may remember, and inwardly rejoice at the prospect 
that matters will, at length, be altogether altered ; 
and therefore he says the salvation shall be "revealed 
in the last time." As if he would say : Now ye have 

* Habak. ii. 3. 
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no form nor comeliness; ye must be regarded as 
utterly contemptible, despised, and rejected by the 
world ; nevertheless ye are blessed, and are the chil- 
dren of the kingdom. Have patience, even as God 
hath patience ; it will soon be evident that it has been 
even as ye believed : then shall ye be for ever re- 
moved from all suffering, when He whom you now 
wait for shall come in the day of judgment. 

In pyospect of this blessed consummation and glo- 
rious time, let all those rejoice who desire to live 
godly in Christ Jesus, and who will, on that account, 
be persecuted ; as the apostle further says, "Wherein 
ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need 
be, ye are in heaviness through manifold tempta- 
tions." And this is truly the case. The tempta- 
tions, that is, the suffering, the trials, and the afflic- 
tions of the believer, are very numerous. His life 
is often so ftdl of cares and embarrassments, that he 
sometimes fears he shall sink under them altogether. 
His trials never cease ; first one comes, then another: 
indeed there is no web composed of so many diffe- 
rent threads, nor so variously chequered, as the web 
of suffering of God's saints. As it is said : " Many 
are the afflictions of the righteous ;" and again : 
" The righteous falleth seven times a day." But 
"it is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his 
youth." " Before I was afflicted I went astray, but 
now have I kept thy precepts," said the Psalmist. 
And again we read : " These are they that have come 
out of great tribulation ;" and " I have chosen thee 
in the furnace of affliction, saith the Lord." We do 
not need to seek the cross, as some imagine, who 
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think it cannot be well with them unless they are in 
trouble, and so bring many crosses upon themselves. 
God will bestow the cross upon us whenever it is 
necessary; as the apostle says, '^ if need be;" as we 
also read in the same epistle, c. iii. 17 : " For it is 
better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for 
well-doing ;" and again in c. iv. 19, " Wherefore, let 
them that suffer according to the will of God, com- 
mit the keeping of their souls to him in well-doing, 
as unto a faithful Creator." .In the midst of such 
temptations we are indeed *^ in heaviness ;" for it is 
a sore trial to the soul, and makes the believer feel, 
as it were, '^ a sword in his bones," when he per- 
ceives so much within him and around him that turns 
to night and darkness all that he has learnt, seen, 
believed, and experienced of the day of salvation. 
The saints of God have not hearts of steel and iron, 
that they should not feel the rod wherewith they 
are smitten, the chastisements wherewith they are 
visited, or the temptations by which the devil, the 
world, and their own evil hearts, seek to draw them 
from the faith. Ah ! how often must they hear the 
evil. counsel that Job received from his wife: "Dost 
thou still retain thine integrity? Curse God and 
die." The saints of God are not hypocrites, who 
disregard all such chastisements, and rise above them 
in their own strength: who, when they meet a suffer- 
ing saint, act the part of Job's friends ; because the 
hypocrite rests not on the promises of God, and 
therefore understands not how the saint is brought 
down unto the dust of death, in order that the pro- 
mise may bring him forth alive again. The lip- 
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christian humbles not himself under the mighty 
power of God, but hardens himseK by a mock faith 
and a mock patience. The saints of God, on the con- 
trary, are often in darkness concerning God's ways 
and dealings, yet they have a tender heart, love all 
men, and stay themselves upon the promises of God. 
When something occurs that seems the very opposite 
of the promise, they are sorely tried ; when trouble 
in every form oppresses and weighs them down, then 
they cry out with David : " All the night make I my 
bed to swim; I water my couch with my tears : mine 
eye is consumed because of grief, it waxeth old be- 
cause of all mine enemies."* 

Thus it is " now," ye are now ^^in heaviness," 
but, blessed be God, it will not continue long, it is 
only " for a season," for a littie while. Even if it 
should last during a whole life-time, this is still but 
a little while. What is all the suffering of this pre- 
sent time, when compared with everlasting glory? 
All our afflictions are sent, in order that we may not 
put our trust in ourselves, or in tiie creature, but in 
God who raiseth tiie dead. " Our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we 
look not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen,"t says the apostle Paul. 
And again : ^^ As the sufferings of Christ abound in 
us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ." 
Yes, it is indeed true that our consolation is abun- 
dant ; the expression used by the apostle is very re- 
markable: "in which ye greatly rejoice;" in the 

* Ps. vi. 6, 7. * 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. 
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original it is, ye exult, or triumph, with joy. I 
may here remark that some consider the words " in 
which," or in whom, to refer to God, while others 
believe they refer to the entire subject, namely, the 
redemption that is to come. We shall not be far 
wrong, however, if we understand them to mean 
'^ the last time." The world has the present time, 
and therein it rejoices, and delights itself with a 
thousand trifles ; but the world has no real joy, and 
even the poor enjoyment it possesses soon runs into 
passionate excess, and is then consiimed and annihi- 
lated, and after this comes everlasting weeping and 
wailing in hell. The world has a future on which 
it can never think without terror ; and its keen pur- 
suit of pleasure is in reality an effort to drive from 
its thoughts the anticipation of the wrath to come. 
But the people of God live not in their hearts in this 
time and hour of their mortal existence ; they live 
in that time and hour which is known to the Lord 
alone, even in that time in which the Bridegroom 
shall come. Towards this day and hour are their 
regards directed, and therein do they rejoice exceed- 
ingly, even in the midst of tribulation. How this 
can be is more easily felt than described. Tempta- 
tion teaches them to cleave to the word of promise ; 
and it is impossible to describe the heavenly joy 
with which the believer is often filled even in his 
hardest struggles, when he reads in the Scriptures 
of truth the blessed words, — ^^ Yet a little while and 
he that shall come will come." They make unto 
him crystal windows, through which he sees in 
spirit the King coming in his glory and majesty. 
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This is what our catechism calls, ^^ in all afliiction 
and persecution, waiting with uplifted head for Him 
who is expected from heaven, to take away the curse 
from us." And again it describes it : " To expe- 
rience now in the heart the beginning of eternal 
joy." And the apostle Paul testifies: "We glory 
also in tribulation," "we make our boast in God;" 
and in the same way Job, in the midst of his 
troubles and inward grief, cries out, " I know that 
my Eedeemer liveth!" Truly "hope maketh not 
ashamed." 

Ye, therefore, who feel yourselves wholly power- 
less against your enemies, have no occasion to give 
way to desponding thoughts, when you perceive how 
God surrounds you with a strong and faithftd guard ; 
neither should you let yourselves be beaten from 
the field, because you have no defence but faith, for 
even this bare and naked faith shall come ofi" " more 
than conqueror." Neither have you any cause to 
despond because He delays His coming, since the 
salvation is '^ ready to be revealed ;" still less have 
you reason to suspect God's kindness towards you, 
though your troubles are new every morning and 
every night; if such be His will concerning you, 
wherefore should you not persevere, when He has 
said : " My grace is sufficient for thee." Therefore, 
go not to law against the accusing devil, but cleave 
the more to Christ through faith, and then you have 
reason to rejoice in your hearts, yea, even to leap for 
joy, when you read, for example, such words as those 
of the sixty-eighth Psalm : " He that is our God, 
is the God of salvation; and unto God the Lord 
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belong the issues from death ; but God shall wound 
the head of his enemies." 

But ye who do not believe in the truth and 
faithfulness of the Lord God of heaven, who deny 
the faith, and seek to escape the afflictions and per- 
secutions with which God's people are visited, by 
conformity to the world, must not imagine that you 
are kept by the power of God unto salvation. There- 
fore I counsel you to go and learn that God's people 
hold fast by God's promises, word, and precepts, 
and have separated from the world ; that they have 
been truly converted to God, and have renounced 
the service of sin, the world, and the devU. " For 
the wages of sin is death ; but the gift of God is 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord ;" it is 
everlasting joy to those who persevere through all 
temptations. Amen. 
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SEEMON IV. 

" That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than 
of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be 
found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ: whom having not seen, ye love; in whom 
though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory ; receiving the end of your 
faith, even the salvation of your souls." — 1 Peter i. 7 — 9. 

The Israel of God have to endure many troubles in 
this world ; they are, above all others, the afflicted 
ones: every one does with them as he wiU; they 
are counted as sheep for the slaughter, and their 
sorrows are new every day. Stroke after stroke is 
inflicted on them ; one day messengers of evil come, 
another day they receive more than one blow on the 
already bruised heart. If trials do not come from 
without, then they proceed from within ; if not from 
within, then they come from without. 

Ah ! how are those that are the Lord's, continu- 
ally hunted, disquieted, and persecuted ! How are 
they trodden in the dust over and over again, and 
have all manner of injuries heaped upon them, who 
confess the name of the Lord ! How are those who 
have been chosen by the Lord despised, cried down, 
hated, regarded as dangerous, and altogether counted 
as of no value! Wherefore all this suffering? Where- 
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fore this one, especially, that the believer should 
have a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan sent 
to buffet him ? The Shulamite goes about sun-burnt 
and disfigured, covered with wounds and sores, and 
has no soundness in her body. The devil assails her 
on aU sides, aflfrighting and tormenting her ; she sees 
only destruction before her, and everything around 
her strivec to drag her from her stronghold. Her 
enemies will not suffer her even to recover her breath, 
but assail her every hour, and now she sits helpless 
and forlorn ! She appears to have lost all, and the 
enemies to have triumphed. Tears are her food day 
and night, while all her enemies, her sins, her evil 
heart, the devil, and the world, cry unto her. Where 
is thy God ? Wherefore all this ? Let us, dear suf- 
fering brethren, whose hearts seek God, endeavour 
at this time to learn what purpose all those trials 
serve ; and when we are enabled to apprehend it, we 
shall feel as David did, who strengthened himself in 
his God, when Ziklag was burnt, the women and the 
goods carried off, and he saw his followers about to 
stone him. 

The apostle Peter teUs us wherefore it is necessary 
that we should '^be in heaviness through manifold 
temptations." He says it is, ^^ That the trial of your 
faith, being much more precious than of gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be 
found unto praise, and honour, and glory, at the ap- 
pearing of Jesus Christ." 

Our Lord is like a gold-refiner's fire, and like ftd- 
ler's soap. It is written : " He shall sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver ; and he shall purify the sons 
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of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver."* If 
this is not done unto us, then are we not the children 
of Levi ; but if we are so, we must pass through fiery 
trials. It is written : ^^ I have chosen thee in the 
furnace of affliction ;" therefore, if it were not so 
with us, we should be rejected as reprobate silver; if 
we are the Lord's chosen, we must go into the fur- 
nace of affliction. All things must be tried by fire. 
Do not the devil and the world always assert that 
your faith is worth nothing ? Who is the ^^ author 
and finisher of our faith?" Is it not Jesus Christ? 
Who gave us faith — ^who implanted it in our hearts? 
Was it not the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ? 
Was it not the Holy Ghost ? It is indeed a gift of 
God ; it is no work of the fleshly mind, no mere 
light of carnal reason. Because faith is a gift of God, 
because it is a work of the Holy Spirit, a work of 
Almighty grace, therefore it appears worthless to 
the devil and the world; yea, even for this cause 
is it despised by our carnal reason and understand- 
ing. But whatever is God's gift shall be put to the 
test, and it shall be proved to be God's work, at the 
appearing of Jesus Christ. 

Faith is, indeed, a marvellous thing. Our whole 
salvation, the salvation of our souls, rests on a decla- 
ration made by God, on that word whereby the 
heavens and the earth were created. God gives us 
faith to be unto us a hand, wherewith to lay hold on 
the future blessings, the everlasting salvation, the 
eternal life, held forth in the word of promise. Can 
that which is future and hoped for be seen ? Can 

* Mai iii. 3. 
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that be shown whicli faith lays fast hold of? Can a 
man have a firm foundation for that which is only- 
hoped for, a proof of the existence of that which is 
not seen ? The faith which God produces in us is 
that foundation, is that proof. But no ; even this 
foundation which God has laid, this proof which God 
has given, shall, because they are of Him, be ac- 
counted as nought by the world and the devil, and 
shall not be able to stand against the reasonings of 
OUT own evil hearts. Therefore shall God show, at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ, that the hand of faith 
was a mighty instrument, that the foundation was 
sure, and the proof genuine. For this reason. He 
permits us to be tempted; for this He allows us to be 
assailed ; for this are we given over unto death, are 
we bufieted of Satan, are we attacked by the whole 
strength of visible things, and often, also, by the rage 
of indwelling sin. For this, must one messenger of 
evil-tidings after another come to us ; for this, must 
we be searched and tried ; for this, must the flocks 
be cut oflF from the stall, and the fruit of the field 
fail ; for this, must the beloved child be carried to 
the grave, and the house be devoured by the flames ; 
for this, must the body be visited with pain and sick- 
ness; for this, we must be hated by false brethren, 
who understand nothiag of such trials ; all the waves 
ajad bUlows of affliction must often break over us : in 
a word, we must many times pass through a furnace 
of such intense heat that we are almost consumed 
to ashes. 

The world must see all this, and be ashamed ; the 
devil, the accuser of the brethren, must acknowledge 
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it, and be silenced ; our own hearts must perceive it, 
and be astonished when the work of God, which is 
now so little accounted of, shall be proved to be more 
precious than gold. Many a one would abandon 
faith for a lump of gold ; but then he would not be 
satisfied with the gold as it comes out of the mine, 
surrounded with clay and dross, but only with that 
which has been refined by fire, and purified from all 
that is not gold. K men, therefore, prove their tran- 
sitory and perishable things, shall not God make 
proof of that which alone is current with Him, in 
order to fit His own for the possession of an ever- 
lasting inheritance ? 

'^ Blessed is the man that endureth temptation, for 
when he is tried he shall receive the crown of life, 
which the Lord hath promised to them that love 
him."* O ! when we consider all this, have we not 
reason to '^ count it all joy when we fall into divers 
temptations ?" 

Paul knew well what he wrote, when he testified, 
"I have kept the faith." I repeat it again: the 
devil, the world, and sin, are all set upon us, in 
order that we may give up the faith ; but God has 
said : ^^ If any man draw back, my soul shall have 
no pleasure in him." Let us, therefore, be amongst 
those who " believe to the saving of the soul." When 
Jesus Christ shall come in the clouds of heaven, and^ 
at our dying day, when we breathe out our souls, the 
one thing towards which His eyes will be directed, is 
faith, and the reward, the salvation, shall be accord- 
ing to faith. The Lord preserves and maintains His 

* James i. 12. 
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own gifts in His people, and, for their sakes, becomes 
the true High Priest, that they may stand fast in 
the faith, and that He, when He comes, may crown 
in us His own gifts. How will He then, with words 
of praise from His blessed lips, reward a faith that 
has stood such fiery trials ! He will show his com- 
mendation of it, by giving to it the palm of victory, 
the crown of life ; He will then put honour upon 
faith in the sight of hell, before the face of all those 
who have renounced the faith, who have ^looked 
only to the things that are seen, who have chosen 
earthly things, and after having long tormented 
and persecuted the righteous, at last seek comfort 
and counsel from the sorceress ! O ! what cause 
have we to keep fast hold of that "nevertheless"* 
of faith, in spite of aU opposition ! If the officer or 
soldier who goes over to the enemy, or steals away 
from the battle-field, not wishing to endanger his 
life amid the roaring cannon and whizzing balls, 
but desiring to have his pay without risk, cannot 
expect honour from any one, and least of aU from 
his king; much less will he receive honour who 
seeks after the honour that cometh from man, afl;er 
self-righteousness, after wealth, after the good tilings 
of this world, when we are called upon to risk all 
for King Jesus, and fight the good fight of faith 
against His enemies. If the Lord looks to faith 
alone, and if He himself preserves it safe, and makes 
it attain to the salvation of the soul, what an encou 

* This refers to the translation in Luther's Bible, of Heb. 
X. 37, "Nevertheless, after a little while, he that shall come 
will come," &c. — Trans. 
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ragement to us to continue in that faith, in which 
alone we can stand before Him at His revelation ! 
Yes! His revelation; for He will indeed reveal 
Himself. Oh ! who can think on this, without feel- 
ing his courage strengthened! Whose heart does 
not overflow with unspeakable joy, with a joy which 
is the foretaste of everlasting bliss, when the follow- 
ing truth is apprehended, and meditated upon? The 
only thing that is of any value in the sight of the 
Lord, the only way in which I can be well pleasing 
to Him, or by which I can ever see Him, is my 
holding fast the "nevertheless" of faith; in this 
faith I shall receive that which I believe in, even 
the salvation of my soul ; even as the apostle testi- 
fies, " Whom having not seen, ye love ; in whom,^ 
though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory: receiving the 
end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls." 
Truly it appears altogether unreasonable that any 
one should love a person whose face he knows not, 
should trust his all, for time and eternity, to one 
whom he has never seen ! In the ordinary course 
of nature, a man must first know the face of another 
before he can love him; nature and reason can 
judge and select only according to what is before 
their eyes, and cannot confide in anything they do 
not see ! But it is altogether diffierent with faith. 
When a man looks at what is before his eyes, how 
is he continually deceived in his choice! In the 
whole range of visible things, there subsists not that 
which can satisfy him, which can fill the empty void 
in the heart, or save the immortal soul. On the 
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contrary there is nothing more certain, more stable, 
more enduring, than the faith which God works in 
us. Does the devil cast a Job upon the dunghill — 
even then we hear, ^^I know that my Redeemer 
liveth ;" does he throw an Abednego iQto the furnace, 
a Daniel into the lion's. den — even there does faith 
restrain the fury of the lion, and the glow of love is 
mightier than the raging flames; does he plunge 
Jonah in the waves — even in such an abyss faith 
cries out : I fear God ; yea, even in the belly of the 
monster did he cleave fast to the God of life, and 
cry to Him for mercy. Do we seek to compre- 
hend the wonders of faith ? There are not tongues 
enough to express the joys of it ; there is not space 
here below for the mighty light of joy to stream 
forth, which shines in the heart ! Is there anything 
that can so lay hold of, appropriate, embrace, and 
contain all things, as faith does ? It is not yet re- 
vealed what we shall be ; but we know that when 
he shall appear we shall be like our God and Saviour, 
and shall see him as he is. O ! that we may all lift 
up our heads and rejoice exceedingly that we have 
received this precious faith,, that we are able to hold 
fast by the ^^ nevertheless " of faith, that faith is all 
in all to us ! 

Look what faith can effect. We love Him who 
first loved us ; we love Him, and yet do not know 
Him by sight. How can this be ? Is it not as Paul 
testified : ^^ Being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ ; by whom 
also we have access by faith into that grace wherein 
we stand." " We glory in tribulations also, knowing 
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that tribulation worketh patience, and patience expe- 
rience, and experience hope ; and hope maketh not 
ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in 
onr hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto 
us."* Behold ! this is what faith accomplishes ; that 
we love Him whose face we know not ; that we con- 
fide in Him we see not ; and such wonders can be 
wrought by faith only ; because it knows him well, 
although it has never known him in the flesh ; and 
it knows him well in whom it trusts, though it never 
has seen him with bodily eyes. 

Do you not love Him who hath borne our sins, 
and been laden with our sicknesses ; do you not 
confide in Him to whom all power has been given 
in heaven and on earth, and who, ^^ when He had by 
Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand 
of the Majesty on high ?" Whilst we thus, through 
faith, love the Lord, and trust in Him, we also 
rejoice in such a faith, and receive therefirom the 
salvation of our souls. This we are certain of; 
what then can all fiery trials do against us ? This 
love is true ; this entire confiding in Him is true ; 
and we are thus filled with a joy that is true and 
abiding. 

O ! when we think of our Lord, when we consider 
how our unseen King, Jesus, lives in us ; when we 
are conscious that in spite of sin, the devil, the 
world, and all afflictions, our hearts are firmly stayed 
upon Him, this, indeed, is happiness } Have we not 
then cause to regard the dunghill as a kingly throne, 
to see nothing but heaven, even in the pit and the 

* Rom. V. 1 — 5. 
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abyss, to smile with holy joy at every affliction, and 
to rejoice that faith's "nevertheless" can overcome all 
the powers of hell? What cause have we also to rejoice 
by anticipation over the final issue of the combat ! 
Through faith, and through nothing else but faith, 
shall we obtain the victory. The whole ground upon 
which our enemies appear to have such a firm and 
advantageous standing, is only the path that God 
has dried up for us to pass over ; behind us stand all 
the Egyptians, — aU wicked spirits, all the people 
who have their portion in this life, together with the 
whole multitude of sins, and hellish devices, where- 
with we have been tormented and our faith assailed ; 
— ^the floods suddenly dash together, and they sink 
like lead in the mighty waters. Then is our salva- 
tion by faith completed, our souls delivered ; though 
in the flesh we are the smitten ones and they the 
conquerors 1 

O my beloved friends who now hear me ! would 
that you could all see somewhat, were it but a 
glimpse, of that which the apostle Peter here dis- 
courses of, but which it is almost impossible to 
describe in words ! I do not preach to you of the 
faith that works miracles, nor of a vague and mystic 
love ; but of a solid and abiding faith in which there 
is no danger. But you do not all understand this ; 
only a small portion of you do so. The most of you 
are immersed in the world, are yet in your sins, are 
settled on your lees, and are altogether ignorant of 
true faith. Let the perishing gold of this world be 
genuine, let the shining metal be royally stamped, 
then what adultery do you commit in your hearts 

£ 
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with this coined money ! You bestow your lore on 
perishing things, and seek your security in that 
which must be swept away. What then will become 
of your soul's salvation ? Ah. ! when the inquiry is 
made after you, then you will hide yourselves amid 
the trees ; you will urge all manner of false excuses ; 
you have too many sins, you cannot believe. No 
wonder that you cannot believe, when you set about 
it with a divided heart; when you continue in 
sin, and in the service of the world and its vani- 
ties, and when you are almost suffocated in the 
crowd of earthly things, of the objects wherewith 
you are surrounded ! You are all conscious of this ; 
and you know well that God will inflict the judg- 
ments He has pronounced, that His word is sure and 
certain ; let your souls therefore delay no longer, 
but come as poor, miserable, guilty, hell-deserving 
sinners, yet, as those who are determined no longer 
to serve the world and sin, — come to the fountain 
opened for sin and uncleanness, let your souls lay 
hold of the horns of the altar, the altar of safety and 
deliverance ; and whatever may rise up to oppose 
you, let it not turn you from your purpose. 

And you, ye children of the Most High God, the 
Maker of heaven and earth, the true and faithful 
One, let nothing turn you aside from the right way. 
You know wherefore it is your faith must be as- 
sailed ; you know what a treasure faith is, and what 
blessings you receive through it; you have expe- 
rienced in your hearts a joy that is unspeakable 
a.nd glorious ; abide then steadfastly in this grace,, 
looking for " the end of your faith.*^ King Jesus. 
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will soon be revealed; at His appearing He will 
bring to nought the last enemy ; and we shall then 
receive this testimony : " These are they who came 
out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb ;" 
'^ they loved not their lives unto the death." There- 
fore they are before the throne of God, and serve 
^im day and night ; and God wipes away all tears 
from the faces of his suffering ones, for His right- 
eousness and truth's sake. Amen. 
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SERMON V. 

" Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched 
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto 
you: searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of 
Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified before- 
hand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 
Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but 
unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported 
unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with 
the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven ; which things the 
angels desire to look into." — 1 Peter i. 10 — 12. 

Whoever has a knowledge of the means by which 
things here below are brought to perfection, does 
not suspect that the artist intends to destroy his 
statue, or the workman his machine, because of the 
long-continued cutting, and hammering, and planing, 
and chiselling, which go on in the course of its pre- 
paration. And no one who understands the purpose 
which it serves, ever asks a goldsmith why he puts 
the gold into a crucible, stirs the fire, sits by it, and 
melts the gold. Should any one seek to hinder him 
from doing this, would he not receive for answer, 
^' Thou fool ! wouldst thou have impure gold ? 
There is no way to refine the gold but by fire." 
We readily receive this information about the things 
which are passing around us ; and the impatience 
previously caused by our ignorance ceases. We 
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know, also, that every silken thread, delicate as its 
texture is, must receive many a stroke, before it can 
be woven into a web. One thing must be smitten, 
another made red-hot in the furnace, another must 
have everything that cleaves to it, that has grown up 
with it, hewed and lopped off; all must be separated 
from everything that is superfluous, if they are to be 
made fit for the object for which they are intended. 
In this way do men proceed in all matters connected 
with this world. It should not, therefore, surprise 
us, when the heavenly Workman deals with us after 
the same manner ; we ought not on that account to 
suspect His love. He is faithfiil and kind even 
when He casts us into the crucible, and permits us 
for a time to lie in the fire of afliiction; we have seen 
that our faith must be tried in order that " it may be 
found unto praise and honour and glory, at the ap- 
pearing of Jesus Christ." We have seen that such 
a faith, so proved, produces, even here below, the 
most wonderful effects. Is it not a wonderful effect 
of faith, that it kindles in the believer a love, which 
many waters cannot quench, neither can the floods 
drown it ; a love that is of such a kind, that if one 
should offer for it all the wealth of the world, it 
would be counted as nothing in comparison of this 
love? And this love knows not the object of its 
affection by sight ! Let the believer be called upon 
to make his choice between the whole world, yea, 
between his own life and this love, he will not hesi- 
tate for a moment. And what a wonderful work of 
faith it is, that it should call forth in the believer 
such a confidence, that he is enabled to trust even 
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at the darkest momeiits, when clouds and night are 
round about him; yea, he trusts even when he sees 
nothing of Him in whom he trusts ; he can give up 
everything, he can let all go, except the invisible 
One, and to Him he cleaves as closely as if he saw 
Him in His glory and all-sufficiency. As faith when 
it is tried works such wonders, so have we also, if 
we really possess this faith, the certainty that we 
shall never perish* When we are cast into the ftir- 
nace of affliction, we may feel that we shall not be de- 
stroyed, but that even thus, and in no other way, can 
we obtain the end of our faith, eVen the salvation of 
our souls. We shall, on the present occasion, bring 
forward proofs that, through faith, in spite of what 
the devil and the world say to the contrary, we have 
the assurance of this salvation. We shall draw the 
proof of this from the only source whence it can be 
obtained ; we shall bring forward witnesses against 
whose testimony all the cavils of doubt and unbelief 
must be silent; we shall bring forward prophets, 
apostles, the Holy Ghost, yea, even angels. 

The apostle Peter says : " Of which salvation the 
prophets have enquired and searched diligently, 
who prophesied of the grace that should come unto 
you : searching what, or what manner of time the 
Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when 
it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and 
the glory that should follow. Unto whom it was 
revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they 
did minister the things, which are now reported 
unto you by them that have preached the gospel 
unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
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heaven ; which things the angels desire to look 
into." 

Whilst you listen to these words of the apostle, I 
will address a few questions to you who are believers. 

First : When you open the writings of the pro- 
phets, do you not always see that the grace which 
has been ordained for us, and which we profess to 
have received, has been prophesied of by them ? 

Secondly : While they prophesy of this grace do 
they not also shew that the salvation of our souls is 
connected therewith ? 

Thirdly : Were they not so certain of this salva- 
tion, that they made the revelation of it the object of 
their search? 

Fourthly : Is it not always seen in their writings 
that they seek what, or what manner of time the 
Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when 
this Spirit discovered to them all the sufferings that 
were appointed for Christ, and the glory which 
from first to last should be the result of these 
sufferings? 

Fifthly : Do you not always find in the prophets 
that it was revealed to them that the salvation they 
spake of was not for themselves alone, that it was 
not only on their own account they inquired after it, 
but that they also foresaw all that relates to the dis- 
pensation in which we are now Uving ? 

Sixthly : Do not the apostles testify to us, that 
according to the prophetical prediction its accom- 
plishment has been, and that the time of grace, the 
day of salvation, has arisen upon us ? 

Seventhly : Was not the Holy Ghost sent down 
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from heaven, in order to confirm the apostolical tes- 
timony ? 

Eighthly: Do not angels interest themselves in 
these things ? 

Trials teach tus to give good heed to God's Word. 
This is the trial to which believers are exposed : the 
question as to whether they actually are to possess the 
salvation of their souls, when there appears so much on 
every side that threatens their destruction. All those 
who receive life from God have no security in them- 
selves, but have constant need of some assurance that 
the life they possess is really from God, that it will 
not be destroyed by death, but that it will subsist 
in everlasting union with God, when all that is tem- 
poral has passed away. In order, therefore, to be 
certain of eternal life, to be certain of salvation, 
believers will be led to search into the prophetic 
Scriptures. The first and the principal thing they 
Will seek in these Scriptures, is Christ, the hope of 
their glory. They appear in their own eyes of very 
small importance, and the trials they sufier from 
flesh and blood, from the world and the devil, are 
also in their eyes of no great moment ; they seek 
their suffering Immanuel, and His exaltation and 
glory after His sufferings; when they have found 
Him, then do they, through the Spirit of faith, feel 
themselves so much one with Him, that His suffer- 
ings are their sufferings; and when they see how 
He through the path of suffering attained to glory, 
and was exalted to the right hand of the Father, then 
they know that they through Him shall attain the 
same exaltation, and they rejoice in the thought of * 
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His glory, and that all His enemies shall be made 
His footstool. Of such suffering and of such glory, 
they hear the prophets foretell. I shall at present 
particularly instance David and his twenty-second 
Psalm. Whilst believers read of such sufferings, 
and of such glory arising out of these sufferings, they 
require to be assured that the Spirit of Christ was in 
the prophets, and that the Spirit of Christ revealed 
such things to the prophets ; and being convinced 
of this, they gladly listen to what proceeds from the 
mouth of David : " David the Son of Jesse said, and 
the man who was raised up on high, the anointed of 
the God of Jacob, and the sweet Psalmist of Israel 
said : The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his 
word was in my tongue."* This is what the apostle 
Peter says, that the Spirit of Christ which was in the 
prophets testified to them beforehand the sufferings 
of Christ, and the glory that was to follow. 

But whilst believers seek and find their crucified 
and exalted Immanuel in the prophetic Scriptures, 
they do not so much draw therefrom comfort against 
all sufferings, as assurance of their salvation, the 
forgiveness of their sins, and everlasting life in Him ; 
and while they find all this, they also find the com- 
fortable promise of being saved from their sins, and 
from all the enemies of their souls ; and see also how 
the way of suffering and affliction is the way of 
Christ, which leads to the blessedness of the soul. 

BeUevers have but one hope or confidence in 
all the world, this is, the suffering and glorified 
Immanuel. They see the grace of God and their 

* 2 Sam. xxiii. 1, 2 
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own salvation in His birth, suflferings, death, and 
burial; in His resurrection, ascension, and sitting at 
the right hand of the majesty of God in the highest 
heavens ; they see this grace of God prepared and 
ordained for them, this salvation, (which is thus 
assured to them,) always foretold in the prophetic 
Scriptures, according as Peter says : the prophets 
have testified of the grace that was to be brought 
unto you. But the more believers consider these 
predictions of the prophets, the more clearly do they 
perceive, that they are but treading in the footsteps 
of Christ, when they go through the valley of weep- 
ing ; on which account they *^ make to themselves 
a weU" out of these same prophetic Scriptures. 
They see even in the valley of weeping, the accom- 
plishment of that which the prophets have foretold, 
and draw from thence rich consolation, while they 
contemplate the salvation which is bound up there- 
with, which they possess by faith, and which is 
^^ ready to be revealed," in order that they may fully 
possess and enjoy it. And then they think on the 
words of the Lord Jesus : ^^ Blessed are your eyes 
for they see, and your ears for they hear. For 
verily I say unto you that many prophets and 
righteous men have desired to see these things 
which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear 
those things which ye hear, and have not heard 
them."* 

The salvation of believers is doubly secured; 
first in Christ's sufferings and death, then in His vic- 
tory. In His sufferings and death they see the for- 

>{< Matt. xiii. 16, 17. 
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giveness of their sins ; in His exaltation and victory, 
they see their justification and triumph. Thus are 
they strengthened to abide in Christ in the way of 
faith and of sufiering, and are comforted that through 
Christ they shall by this path attain to full redemp- 
tion and blessedness ; yea, they can see this blessed- 
ness even in the way of affliction, of pain, of cruci- 
fixion with Christ ; they see that the battle must be 
fought in this manner, that only in this way can 
victory be obtained. Therefore it is comforting to 
them to read in Isaiah : " Behold, my servant shall 
deal prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled, and 
be very high. As many were astonished at thee; 
his visage was so marred more than any man, and 
his form more than the sons of men ; thus* shall he 
sprinkle many nations, the kings shall shut their 
mouths at him.^f 

The salvation which lies in the word, *^ thus," has 
occupied all the prophets; it is the middle point 
upon which they all turn. They find salvation in 
this, that Christ continued in the word of His Father, 
that this word, and what was promised therein. He 
believed in spite of all adversities, and thereby ob- 
tained the victory over the devil, death, and the 
world. In this victory they see their salvation, the 
salvation of the whole community of believers. 
This they cannot so easily believe, they cannot so 
easily apprehend. We see in the prophets, when 
they are in affliction, a struggle, an endeavour, 
to have their hearts pervaded by the full light 
of that salvation, and to experience the reality 
* Luther's Translation. f Isaiah lii. 13 — 15. 
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of its fulfilment. Eve exclaimed at the birth of 
Cain, " I have gotten the man, the Lord ;"* Noah's 
parents entertained a similar expectation : " This 
same shall comfort us concerning our work and toil 
of our hands, because of the ground which the Lord 
hath cursed." Abraham longed earnestly to see the 
day of the Lord. Jacob, when on his deathbed, 
after he had prophesied what the tribe of Dan should 
afterwards accomplish, cried out, " I have waited for 
thy salvation." How intensely Moses desired to see 
the glory of the Lord, and how rejoiced was he when 
permitted to view it partially from behind! And 
how did his countenance shine, when, from the 
Mount, he beheld this salvation in a figure ! How 
was David filled with joy, over that which he had 
sought and found, when he exclaimed : " Although 
my house be not so with God, yet he hath made 
with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all 
things and sure ; for this is all my salvation, and 
all my desire, although he make it not to grow."t 
How often is the desire reiterated in the Psalms, 
that the Redeemer of Israel would come out of 
Zion, that the Lord would deliver his prisoners; and 
that then Jacob should rejoice, and Israel be glad! 
What did the prophets see? They saw only a small 
and feeble shoot, as we read in Isaiah xi. and Zech. 
vi. ; how gladly would they have seen the tree ! How 
earnestly did they consider, how diligently did they 
seek after that which they had learned from their 
fathers, respecting the seed of the woman that should 
bruise the head of the serpent ! Sometimes in the 
* Luther's translation. f 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 
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law, sometimes in the events and signs of the times, 
they sought to discover when the day of the Lord 
would dawn, and in what way they should be able 
to recognise this great and wonderful day of the 
Lord. No one so earnestly seeks that which he has 
lost, no one so diligently digs in a field where he 
knows a treasure to be hidden, as those prophets 
searched what, or what manner of time the Spirit of 
Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified 
of the Hero that should come from Edom, with dyed 
garments from Bozra, and usher in the day of ven- 
geance, the year for the deliverance of His redeemed; 
the Hero who said, "I come to do thy will, O 
God :"* before whom the sacrifices of Moses and all 
burnt-offerings were to be abolished ; who ^^ breaks 
the yoke from the shoulder," who takes away the 
enmity, " even the law of commandments contained 
in ordinances;" who will ^^slay the dragon that is in 
the sea," and " with his sore, and great, and strong 
sword shall punish Leviathan, the piercing ser- 
pent ;"t who was to make His soul an offering for 
sin, that He might have a seed : and who is, by an 
everlasting decree, a King and Priest upon His 
throne, and shall bring in the counsel of peace. J 

How great is this salvation, the time and day of 
whose accomplishment all the prophets sought with 
such eagerness, that when they, through the reve- 
lation of the Spirit of Christ, only caught a glimpse 
of it, they exclaimed with joy : " He cometh ! He 
Cometh !"§ 

It was also revealed to them that these predictions 
* Ps. xl. 7, 8. t Isa. xxvii. 1. J Zech. vi. 13. § Ps. xcvi. 13. 
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were not for their own times, but for ours ; and yet 
they held fast the promise for themselves : they saw 
the promises afar off, and rejoiced ;* and it was re- 
vealed to them that " they without us should not be 
made perfect." We have a striking proof of what 
the apostle says in our text, in the prophet Daniel, 
ix. 22—25, and xii. 9—12. 

On account of their great importance I will repeat 
these things i The prophets perceived salvation in 
the fact that Christ should suffer, that He should be 
an afflicted one, and thus become the firstfruits of the 
resurrection, thus enter into His glory. And to this 
give all the prophets witness, that every one who 
believes in EEis name shall be happy ; as the prophet 
Habakkuk says : " The just shall live by faith."t 
They also testify that we are saved by grace through 
faith, without the works of the law; that through 
the grace of Jesus Christ we shall be blessed in like 
manner as the prophets ; that God purifies our hearts 
through faith ; that the blood of Jesus Christ the Son 
of God, and not the blood of bulls and of goats, puri- 
fies us from all sin ; that God justifies the ungodly,, 
and imputes unto him righteousness, without offer- 
ings and without works : as David also testifies, in 
Psalms xxxii., 1., and li.; Isaiah in chap. liii. ; and 
Moses, when he says of Abraham : " And he 
believed in the Lord, and he counted it to him for 
righteousness. "J 

But now has come the day of salvation, the ac- 
complishment of those predictions. All the things 
the prophets foretold as connected with our salvation, 
* Heb. xi 13. f Hab. ii. 4. I Gen. xv. 6. 



SERMON V. 63 

are now fulfilled. Therefore the apostle says, that 
they ^^ are now reported unto you by them that have 
preached the gospel unto you;" as he also says in 
another place : " And all the prophets from Samuel 
and those that follow after, as many as have spoken, 
have likewise foretold of these days."* The apostle 
does not speak of himself in our text ; because it 
was other apostles who had made known these things 
to them to whom he wrote. 

Thus we have the declaration of the apostle as 
a proof that our salvation is sure, while we abide 
in faith; and that it will not be taken from us, 
although we may have much to suffer on account of 
this faith. The prophets, it is true, set before us the 
all-sujSS.ciency of the sacrifice of Christ, and encou- 
rage us to go in the strength of this ; but we might 
still have doubted as to the consequences ; now, how- 
ever, we have received from the apostles the an- 
nouncement that this sacrifice has been offered to 
God, that God has accepted it, that Christ has over- 
come death, the devil, and the world; that He bare 
our sins in His own body on the tree, thus abolishing 
and taking them out of the way ; that He arose for 
our justification ; that He hath prepared mansions 
in heaven for us ; that He is our advocate with the 
Father, always acting as our intercessor, and Lord of 
all things. We learn also from them, that in Him 
we have the victory, and through Him inherit salva- 
tion, if we hold fast the faith, and are not dismayed 
at the fiery trials that come upon us, but remain 
stedfast through grace ; resisting the frequent '^ do 

* Acts iii. 24. 
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this," which the world and our own indwelling sin 
suggest to us, tempting us to turn from the right 
way. The prophets tell us that our salvation is 
secure in Christ, and promise a glorious future to 
the struggling and suffering church : ^^ It will come," 
say they continually ; but the apostles tell us, ^^ All 
is ready; we proclaim to you freedom and joy; 
we announce to you peace in the midst of war, and 
victory while the battle is yet raging ; because the 
Lamb has overcome, and in Him you are certain 
of victory and of salvation. To you who believe, 
who continue in the faith, belong this victory, this 
salvation; blessedness and eternal life are your 
portion." 

These things the apostles say not of themselves, 
but reveal them to us ^^ through the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven," as the prophet Joel also prophe- 
sied in chap. ii. 28, 29. Because after God, accord- 
ing to his determinate counsel and foreknowledge, 
had permitted the Prince Messiah to be taken and 
nailed to the cross. He raised Him up, gave Him 
the promise of the Spirit, sent this Spirit from hea- 
ven, and poured it out upon His disciples as upon 
all flesh. In this Spirit have they announced to us 
the fulfilment of the prophecies, they have preached 
the purchased inheritance; and we are also made 
certain of the same through the working and gracious 
gifts of the Spirit, who is mighty to impart these 
gifts to each believer according to His will ; and the 
Spirit, who is the Spirit of Truth, testifies in us, 
that we by God's grace have the assurance of the 
grace of God in us, the assurance of our salvation 
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by our continuance in the faith, in spite of all oppo- 
sition and of all fiery trials. 

And O ! how certain, how glorious, are the things 
that pertain to our salvation, which God hath pre- 
pared for us in Christ ! This glorious scheme of 
divine wisdom makes known to the principalities 
and powers in heavenly places, through the church, 
the manifold wisdom of God, as Paul testifies in 
Eph. iii. 10. The time in which this is made known 
is the dispensation in which we now live ; and the 
manifold wisdom of God is glorified in the church 
even in this, that He permits her to sufier with Christ, 
in order that she also may be glorified with Him ; that 
she is now led only by the way of faith and suffering, 
that she may be conformed to the image of His Son, 
and in and with Him attain to everlasting honour. 
Mount up on the wings of faith through the clouds, 
and look into heaven ; what, think you, occupies the 
attention of the thousands and thousands of angels 
who stand before the throne ? They who sang on 
the plain of Bethlehem, ^^ Glory to God in the 
highest," and who declared : ^^ We bring unto you 
glad tidings of great joy, for unto you is born this 
day a Saviour :" they who ministered to the Lord in 
the wilderness ; they who, in the days of His flesh, 
ascended and descended upon Him; they who 
strengthened Him in Gethsemane ; they who rolled 
away the stone from the grave at His resurrection, 
and joyfully proclaimed, " He is risen ;" they who 
at His ascension accompanied Him with songs of 
triumph,* and said to His disciples, "He shall so 

• 

* Isaiah xlvii. 5. 

F 
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come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven :" What occupies their attention ? O ! they 
delight to stoop down, and contemplate earnestly the 
things connected with our salvation. Of this truth 
God gave us a representation, when He caused 
cherubims to be made above the mercy-seat, which 
looked down upon it and upon the ark of the cove- 
nant, glorifying God, and magnifying their King, 
Jesus Christ, for His love to lost sinners. It delights 
the angels to contemplate the sufferings and the 
victory of Christ, and the church suffering and con- 
quering with Him ; the scheme of redemption is to 
them an abyss, a great deep, the extent of which 
their glances cannot fathom. When in the church 
here below they behold the glorious effects of Tabor 
and Golgotha; when they see the Lamb that has 
been slain, and those whom He has purchased by 
His blood; when they see the good fight, the glo- 
rious, yet arduous contest of the Lamb and His fol- 
lowers, with the ^^ beast out of the bottomless pit ;'* 
when they behold the wonderful spectacle of perfect 
weakness conquering invincible might by a single 
word ; and which when subdued, still proves itself 
victorious ; they are filled with awe and devotion 
when they see the purchased of the Lord overcome 
by death, sin, the devil, the world, by pain and 
suffering, by the grave and corruption, and One in 
them who enables them to hold fast love and faith, 
through which they conquer their conquerors, and 
bring them to shame. 

My beloved friends! Do you wish to have as- 
surance of salvation while you abide in the faith. 
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assurance of salvation while you walk by faith and 
not by sight, assurance of salvation while you con- 
tinue in grace and hold fast on Jesus Christ and on 
the word of promise, with all your heart, storm and 
rage against it who will, and let who will threaten 
failure and destruction ? Would you possess the cer- 
tainty that these things that are presented to your 
faith are true, that they belong to you, that they are 
ready for you ; would you have the assurance that 
aU will end well with you, the certainty that after 
this time of suffering you shall inherit the promised 
salvation ? Then open the prophetic word ; behold 
how all the prophets were full of the grace that was 
appointed for you, how they were never weary of 
speaking of a blessedness and salvation, which after 
much struggle and suffering they through the spirit 
of Christ discerned afar off ! Hear what the apos- 
tles reveal to us ; To you, even to you, has this grace 
that bringeth salvation appeared ; ye are God's 
children through faith in Christ Jesus ; ye " are 
heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ." Consider 
well that they declare such things through the testi- 
mony of the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven ; 
consider that this Spirit bears witness to your spirits 
that ye are children of God ; think what the blessed 
spirits before the throne in heaven are occupied in 
contemplating ; — and then let me ask you : Can any 
one of us come to shame at last, who confide in the 
^^ ^nevertheless " of faith ? O ! no ; it will surely be 
unto us according to our faith, the faith that has 
here been tried and proved ; for this the above testi- 
monies give us full security. Though to the eye of 
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sense there may appear nothing but destruction ; yet 
having our wills renewed by the Holy Spirit, we will 
never desert the standard of faith, but rather than 
do so, be cut in pieces by the enemy, looking for- 
ward to a joyful resurrection. As the poet beauti- 
fully and truly says: 

Despondency ! from out thy gloomy wave 
Have thousand sednts already soared on high ; 

How bright they shine ! Through Him who came to save, 
Secure upon their Father's breast they lie. 

To know ourselves lost, wretched, and forlorn, 
Yet see God's love, — this vict'ry ends the strife: 

Then midnight changes to the dawn of mom. 
And death becomes the power of endless life. 
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"Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, (or "understand- 
ing/'*) he soher, and hope perfectly (margin) for the grace 
that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ, as obedient children." — 1 Peter i. 13, 14. 

I ''must especially claim your unwearied attention 
this morning, while I take into consideration these 
words, on the due observance of which eternal life 
depends. 

I will first set forth and explain the words in 
their order; and then say something by way of 
application. 

The '^ wherefore/' or " on this account," of the 
apostle, is connected with all that he has previously 
written : It is as if he would say. Since you have 
not a dead, but a living hope of the inheritance of 
eternal salvation, which is preserved for you in 
heaven, while ye yourselves, by the power of God, 
are through faith preserved for this inheritance ; 
since you will soon take possession of this inhe- 
ritance, though for a season you will have much to 
suffer, which suffering, however, is only in order 
that your faith may be proved, and made manifest 
in the day of Christ ; since ye know what love, what 
confidence this faith produces in you, even in the 

* This is the translation of the Greek word, which Dr. K. 
prefers. — ^Trans. 
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midst of suiFerihg ; since you already experience the 
beginning of heavenly joy, through having obtained 
the salvation of your souls ; since ye have received 
such pledges of the certainty of your salvation as 
are given by the prophetic predictions, the apostolic 
announcements, the Holy Spirit in the prophets, 
which is now sent down from heaven, and the 
angels who desire to look into the things pertaining 
to your redemption: ^^ Wherefore," since these things 
are so, hope perfectly for this salvation. 

The apostle sets forth in the first place, something 
that belongs to this perfect hope of salvation : " We 
must gird up our loins." This is a figurative man- 
ner of speaking, taken from the Eastern custom of 
wearing a girdle roimd the loins, wherewith to bind 
up their long garments, in order to walk more easily, 
and at the same time to keep them from being 
defiled when they passed through muddy ways, to 
prevent, in short, anything that might retard them 
in their path. The apostle writes this, however, in 
relation to our understanding. The word which I 
have translated '^ understanding," occurs four times 
besides this, in the apostolic writings : In Colos- 
sians i. 21, ^^ You that were sometime alienated, and 
enemies in your mind (understanding) by wicked 
works, yet now hath he reconciled." Ephes. i. 18, 
^^ That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory — ^may enlighten the eyes of your under- 
standing, that ye may see what is the hope of his 
calling." Heb. viii. 10, " I will put my laws into 
their mind, (understanding,) and write them in their 
hearts :" and 1 John v. 20, " We know that the Son 
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of God is come, and hath given us an understanding 
that we may know him that is true." The apostle 
also gives us to understand, that since eternal salva- 
tion is so certain, we ought to do with our under- 
standing, as the people above-mentioned do with 
their garments, that we ought to put the girdle of 
simple faith around the understanding*, in order that 
it may not, by means of thoughts and speculations 
that are of no profit, be corrupted or retarded in its 
spiritual progress, and that our hope may not be ob- 
structed, but have a straight and easy path towards 
God. We ought likewise to be *' sober ;'* to walk 
soberly. This also is a figurative mode of speech ; 
the man who overloads himself with food or drink, 
but especially one who is overcome of wine, will 
have his understanding beclouded, and will make 
but slow progress in anything. The apostle means 
that we ought to be prudent and considerate, and 
thus be able at once to reject all the perverse thoughts 
which the devil and our own fiesh and blood suggest 
to us, and which the people who have their portion 
in this life strive to infuse into us. That everlasting 
salvation which is ready to be revealed, he calls 
*^ grace," because it contains in itself all that we 
can imagine of grace; and it is so much the more 
a grace, or gift of grace, that even to our last 
breath we do not deserve it, much less are able 
to procure it for ourselves. The apostle Paul 
calls this grace a ^^ crown of righteousness," which 
the righteous Judge would give him; and the 
apostle James calls it the ^^ crown of life." The 
apostle says in our text, that it shall be brought to 



72 SERMONS ON I. PETER I. 

US at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Some under- 
stand by this grace, pardon, and all that is included 
in pardon ; and explain it to mean, that this pardon- 
ing grace is offered or held forth to us by God, and 
that we obtain it as soon as we accept of the same 
through faith. The revelation of Jesus Christ is, 
according to them, the revelation of His name and 
His salvation through the preaching of the gospel. 
But we must understand the revelation of Jesus 
Christ to mean the same here as is mentioned in ver. 7, 
even the appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ at the last day, and which is called a 
revelation, because Jesus Christ, whom having not 
seen we love, will then be revealed or made known 
to us. Then will be brought to us this grace for 
which we ^^ hope perfectly ;" then shall we receive 
the crown of life, the reward of all our struggles 
and sufferings, the full enjoyment of everlasting 
glory ; all these will be brought to us ; we bring 
them not with us when we go to meet the Lord, but 
He brings them with Him, when He comes to take 
us to Himself, and we see Him as He is. For this 
grace we may " hope," that is, long and patiently 
wait for it, with full confidence of heart that though 
it may tarry long, it will come in the end : As the 
apostle Paul says in Gal. v. 5, " We through the 
Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.'* 
We may perfectly hope for this grace, that is, all 
our mind and thoughts may be fixed upon it ; wait- 
ing for it like obedient children, accustomed to 
receive food from their mother's hand. As those 
who are born again to this hope, we must hearken 
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to the voice of the true Shepherd when He says to 
us : " This is the way, walk ye in it, turning neither 
to the right nor left ;" giving ear only to the promise 
of Him out of whose fulness we all receive grace 
for grace, who says to us : " Behold ! I come quickly." 

Such is the explanation of the words ; I shall now 
consider how they are to be practically carried out 
in life. 

These words are particularly suited to those who 
are in the following distressing circumstances : They 
are certainly elect according to the foreknowledge 
of God, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto 
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Christ; 
they are born again to a living hope, they are or- 
dained to eternal life, and everlasting glory is pre- 
pared for them ; but they cannot realize anything of 
all this ; they have neither eyes nor ears for these 
words, because they are so depressed by temptations 
from without and from within ; and were we to judge 
of them by their own statements, or by the thoughts 
of their hearts, there would be no longer any hope 
for them. These words also suit the case of those 
who are born of God, but who are in a very danger- 
ous state, and who, if not revived by some such 
word of promise, will soon be in a wretched con- 
dition. The devil, the world, and sin, have made 
them unsteady, have led them from the right way, 
and thrown them into the pit; they have become 
discontented and murmuring under affliction, they 
have relapsed into unbelief, have begun to walk after 
the flesh, and their hearts have in some measure de- 
parted from God. Such words are also suitable to 
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those who, though really of God, have improperly 
intermeddled with things that are wrong and hurtful, 
so that it appears to them idle and vain to cherish hope 
any longer; and also to those persons whose prevailing 
thoughts are : All things are against me, and what 
can I hope for any longer ; and it would need but 
a single stroke to destroy them utterly, were they 
not upheld by the power of God through a faith 
which only manifests itself in sighs and lamentations, 
or in continual disquiet of heart. But be the situ- 
ation ever so apparently hopeless, if one is really 
a child of God, then when it comes to the worst 
God has a word ready, and He draws him to the 
word, and then through the Spirit of grace, these 
or some similar words are borne in upon the de- 
sponding heart, and that which the words declare, 
becomes life in the heart; and it is thus raised 
up again, and expresses the ^^ wherefore" of the 
apostle somewhat after this manner : " Since my 
cause is so ordered before God, then may I venture 
to go on in the name of the Lord Jesus." Especially 
is this the case in the hard struggle of faith, in the 
combat between sanctification according to the cove- 
nant of works, and the sanctification of the Spirit ; in 
the strife between works of our own righteousness, 
and the ^' sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ ;'* 
between self-purification, and the purification that is 
by faith. 

The tempted and tried, therefore, must gird up 
the loins of their understanding. The apostle Paul 
says in 2 Cor. iv. 6, 7, " God, who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 
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hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we 
have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excel- 
lency of the power may be of God and not of us." 
You see how Paul girt up the loins of his under- 
standing when he said that " the excellency of the 
power " is of God and not of us ; that we have it in 
earthly, not in heavenly vessels ; we carry about this 
treasure in a body of sin, a body subject to tempta- 
tion, suffering, and death ; in us there is no power 
and no light; the power is God's and it is surpas- 
singly excellent. He shines into our hearts ; on this 
heavenly light we fix our regards, and trouble not 
ourselves about our own darkness and weakness. 
Believers, therefore, gird up the loins of their un- 
derstanding. They know through the illumination 
of their minds, from whom they have received their 
robes of righteousness and garments of salvation, 
and they bind round their apparel the girdle of the 
Spirit, of righteousness, and of faith ; of the Spirit, 
that they may not walk after the flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the carnal mind ; of righteousness, that 
they may walk as those who are dead to sin, because 
Christ died for sin once ; and alive unto God, because 
Christ Jesus their Lord " in that he liveth, liveth 
unto God;"* and of faith, it is easily understood 
wherefore, because men are justified by faith alone, 
without the deeds of the law. With the loins 
of his understanding thus girt, the believer clings 
to all the sacred truths that minister to his sal- 
vation, and makes this his firm determination : All 

* Rom. vi. 10, 11. 
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boasting of the flesh is at an end with me ; I have 
done with all the glory and vanity, with the power 
and the pursuits of the world, which are all worth- 
less and perishing : God's word alone is abiding ; 
and he only abides who continues in God's word; 
*^ all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the 
flower of grass : The grass withereth, and the flower 
thereof falleth away, but the word of the Lord 
endureth for ever ;" and this word to which I cleave, 
will accomplish in me all for which it has been sent. 

And thus are believers sober, and walk with pru- 
dence and consideration, that their eyes may not be 
blinded, nor their holy course interrupted, by the 
continual revival of sin, and the constant and varied 
assaults of the Evil One ; or through the bewitching 
spells of the self-righteous and the unrighteous 
world, and the suggestions of flesh and blood. All 
the thoughts of the believer are fixed on one point: 
*^ Thou, Lord Jesus, art my righteousness before 
God, and Thou wast made sin for me ; in Thee is 
my fruit found; — -salvation is of God." He dare 
not esteem his danger to be small, he continually 
feels his own weakness, and sees plainly the abyss 
near which he stands ; but in the midst of danger 
he remembers the mighty help by which he is sur- 
rounded. When the storm rages, he knows that he 
is firmly fastened to the anchor, even to that ^^ an- 
chor of the soul, sure and stedfast," which entereth 
within the holy of holies, from which no storm can 
ever remove it, because it is firmly rooted in the 
rock of eternal redemption. 

And with the loins of his understanding thus girt 
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up, walking soberly and prudently, the believer 
says with Paul : " I do not frustrate the grace of 
God ; for if righteousness come by the law, then 
Christ is dead in vain."* He hopes perfectly for the 
fulfilment of all that God hath promised him in the 
everlasting covenant of grace and peace. 

The apostle desires believers to exercise perfect 
hope, because it is not a plant that springs up natu- 
rally in their own hearts. As if he said : Hope is 
not the fridt of your field ; you must seek it where 
it grows, even out of the testament which God has 
made for you, and which was ratified in the blood of 
His own Son. In this testament is bequeathed to 
you all the treasures of the kingdom of heaven. 
" Hope perfectly :" As if he would say : Look off 
from all other things, for in them there is no hope 
for you ; look solely upon the Author and finisher 
of your faith. And thus it is in our experience, 
though we may not ourselves be always con- 
scious of it ; it is the utterance of each believer's 
heart: "I know nothing, I have nothing and 
nobody to trust to but Him. If He helps me not, 
I cannot get through; if everlasting grace does 
it not, if eternal grace comes not to meet me, if 
Jesus Christ reveal not Himself and come to my 
aid, it must be with me as with Sodom and Go- 
morrha." Therefore, the apostle Peter here calls 
eternal salvation by the name of "grace." "Hope 
perfectly." The apostle says not, " Believe per- 
fectly j" for, alas ! in the soul's extremity, man 
tries to believe, but cannot ; nay, he does believe, but 

* Gal. iL 21. 
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he knows it not, he cannot realize it. He is con- 
scious of nothing else but the storms of hell bursting 
over him, and therefore lies down at the door of 
grace ; and if, in his despondency and bewilderment, 
he should go away from it, he soon creeps back again. 
But there he lies, weak and powerless, while help 
from above is withheld, and the suggestions of the 
Evil One fill him with horrible thoughts that he is 
altogether without grace, that he will find nothing 
but wrath at the last day. But even when faith 
seems so far away, hope goes not out in the children 
of God, but they are able to hope against hope. A 
lawful heir, though he does not possess his inherit- 
ance, does not forget it all his life ; much less does 
the heir of God suffer his inheritance to go out of 
his thoughts ; and the hope of it can never be taken 
from him, because God has told him that it is be- 
queathed to him in His testament ; but the devil, 
death, sin, and the world, institute a lawsuit against 
him, in order to deprive him of his inheritance. The 
child of God has nothing wherewithal to prove the 
validity of his title ; and the enemies of his soul are 
stronger than he, and seem to have gained the vic- 
tory; but hope never forsakes him, and however 
great his extremity may be, God never forsakes the 
work of His hands, in His own time He revives the 
believer with these words : " Jesus Christ will mani- 
fest Himself as one who is on thy side ; in the day 
of His appearing He will come with the ftdness of 
His grace. He expects nothing from thee ; His 
grace will be brought to thee, and in this grace of 
His will He take thee to His eternal glory. Hope 
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fully thereon, as an obedient child." O ! how do 
such words at once make an obedient child ! Obe- 
dient, to keep in memory Jesus Christ raised from 
the dead, to remember the everlasting inheritance, 
the promised possession. What a good memory 
children have for any thing that has been pro- 
mised to them, and how long they will hope for 
it till the promise is performed ; yea, they see it in 
their imagination, already given them, long before 
they actually receive it. In like manner are the 
children of God, through these words of the apostle, 
ready to yield themselves to the grace and mercy of 
God just as they are, patiently waiting His own time, 
like weaned children. However poor and distressed 
they may be, they cannot listen to those who would 
bewitch them with human power and strength, 
righteousness and ability. They will not listen to the 
scribes and pharisees, who would teach them to build 
their salvation, half on God's, and half on man's 
work. They never inquire whether such or such a 
doctrine receives honour of men, or whether it may 
yield the profit of a piece of gold or silver. They 
will not listen to the great multitude who, led by 
Beelzebub, trumpet forth that they are going the 
straight road to heaven, although it is plainly seen 
by their works that they are being led to hell ; but 
the children of God listen to the teaching of Christ, 
and rejoice in the testimony given by Paul to the 
Thessalonians : " Ye, brethren, became followers of 
the churches of God which in Judea are in Christ 
Jesus; for ye also have suffered like things of 
your own countrymen, even as they have of the 
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Jews;"* and just because they feel themselves so empty 
of all that is good, it is to them a miracle that the Spirit 
of Christ abides in them. This they acknowledge to 
be, indeed, free grace ; they condemn themselves, 
and daily and hourly feel themselves unworthy of all 
grace. In this condition they hold on blindfold to 
the promise of God ; and when they have no longer 
any ground to stand upon, when all has sunk from 
beneath them, they commit themselves entirely to the 
only righteousness that is valid in the sight of God, 
and can do nothing else but humbly hope thereupon ; 
and the language of each of them is : The good 
work which He hath began in me. He will also 
accomplish, and He will glorify it in that day " when 
He shall come to be glorified in His saints, and to 
be admired in all them that believe. "f Those among 
us whose hopes are placed partly on grace, and 
partly on a walk according to the flesh ; partly upon 
the mercy of God, and partly on the honour and 
favour of those ^^ who say they are Jews and are 
not, but do lie ;" partly on eternal salvation, and 
partly on the world and the things of the world, partly 
on that which is everlasting, and partly on the visi- 
ble and transitory; such persons must be warned; 
because they neglect the apostolic precept, the 
command of God: "Set your hope wholly upon 
grace. "J They who act thus must not imagine that 
to them will grace be brought at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ ; if they turn not from their vacillating 
way, they will receive this sentence : " Cursed is 

* 1 Thess. iL 14. f 2 Thess. i. 10. 

I Luther's translation of this clause of the text. — Trans. 
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the man that handleth the word of God deceitfully;" 
and, " Cursed is he that hath in his flock a male, 
and offereth to the Lord the lame and the blind." 

And those among us who are still in their old con- 
dition of doubt, brooding over their sins, instead of 
casting their sins upon the Lord, and laying hold of 
His strength ; who think they do God honour when 
they shake their heads despondingly ; such ought 
to bethink themselves what pleasure they are giving 
to Satan when they cast to the winds these words of 
the apostle : " Set your hope wholly upon grace." 
I acknowledge that, whether at the beginning or 
afterwards, whether young or old iu grace, it is im- 
possible for man of himself to set his hope wholly 
upon grace ; but since we have the word of the 
apostle, which is the word of God, ought we not to 
listen to this word ? Shall we wait till we have some 
direct confirmation of it from heaven, some voice 
which cries aloud to us, " Do this !" Then death 
may seize us while we are thus waiting. Surely, 
when we have this apostolic word, we do God's will 
when we hearken to it ! The devU accuses us, and 
he is entitled to do so ; the world with its pharisaic 
law condemns us, and it is right in so doing, because 
wherefore do we not possess the virtues it counter- 
feits? Affliction presses on every side, and it 
appears as if God heard not ; God sleepeth. He 
hath forsaken us. He is angry with the sheep of His 
pasture.* Death threatens us with the terrors of the 
future, and so does the deep and fathomless corrup- 
tion in us ! What vile things come forth from tlie 

* Psalm Ixxiv. 1. 

G 



82 SERMONS ON I. PETER I. 

heart, as from a stagnant and poisonous pool, and 
even seek to tempt us to carry them out into act ! 

But notwithstanding all these our enemies, hover- 
ing around us, if we only listen to these apostolic 
words we shall obtain the victory in Christ Jesus. 
Let us put the girdle of this truth around the 
God-enlightened understanding, even when we can 
neither hear nor see, for deep anguish of soul. 
What is there for me to expect besides that which 
I actually perceive ? Well, then, be it so ; I shall 
still cleave to Christ, He is the wisdom of God, and 
the power of God ; in Him have I righteousness and 
strength. Let us possess our souls in peace, so that 
when the flood comes we may calmly remember that 
the rock of our salvation cannot be shaken, because 
it rests on the heart of eternal mercy. If there 
is complete misery all around us, then will our 
hope be complete also. May our God and Father 
revive this hope more and more in you who believe. 
He comes, he comes, my Redeemer and my Surety ; 
He brings grace from above with him; therefore 
though I lie devoid of grace in your midst, as one 
vanquished, 0, ye enemies of my soul, yet will I 
not give up that name with which I, a lost and 
condemned creature from my birth, was named in 
my baptism ; the name of Him in whom is all my 
salvation; who will not be ashamed before his 
Father and the holy angels, nor before the world, 
of those whom He has purchased with His precious 
blood, that all-sufficient ransom. Amen. 
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"Not fashioning yourselves according to tlie former lusts in 
your ignorance : but as he which hath called you is holy, so 
be ye holy in all manner of conversation ; because it is writ- 
ten, Be ye holy, for I am holy." — 1 Peter i. 14 — 16. 

I REJOICE in the opportunity which our faithfiil 
God affords me, to give you from this time forward 
many salutary hints contained in the passages now 
to be considered ; counsels which cannot be disre- 
garded by any one without damage to the soul. They 
are words which the Holy Spirit proclaims to the 
Church, to teach and to warn her, in order that she 
may correct many evils that are found in her midst. 

It is not to unbelievers these words are addressed, 
but to believers, to those who consider the Word of 
God as peculiarly their own, but who yet give way 
to evil desires, and do not show forth the light of the 
gospel to those around them : who are inclined to 
false worship, are careless in their walk and conver- 
sation, consider not at what a price they were re- 
deemed, mistake pharisaic holiness for real sancti- 
fication, mistrust the truth, are selfish and unjust 
towards their brethren and neighbours, consider but 
little what all flesh is, and as little remember what a 
gospel they have. That amidst much that is good 

G 2 
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and praiseworthy, such, things are often to be met 
with among you, none of you will deny. 

While you gladly listen to the inspired word, you 
will not be unwilling to receive the admonition of 
the Spirit, which seeks to draw us from error, and 
lead us into the right way. 

I need not detain you, on this occasion, with any 
explanation of the apostle's words, nor in what way 
they were applicable to the Christians to whom Peter 
wrote them ; such as they were to them, so are they 
now to us ; I will, therefore, proceed at once to their 
application. 

"Not fashioning yourselves according to the 
former lusts in your ignorance ;" or, " Do not walk 
according to the desires which in your former state 
of ignorance swayed your conduct." So says the 
apostle Peter. 

We act as "obedient children," when we place 
our hope wholly upon the grace that is to be brought 
to us at the appearing of Jesus Christ. But if we do 
not set our hope entirely on this grace, then we are 
disobedient children : we do not fully yield ourselves 
up in faith, with entire self-dedication. If we do 
not set our hope solely on grace, then we place it 
on other things that have no substance nor stability. 
Every one knows and is conscious of this. And 
what are these things? The apostle names them 
desires y and that most truly ; for the object desired 
by man, and hoped for through these things, is 
never attained by him: they satisfy not the poor 
craving heart. What! have God's children other 
than godly desires ; do they long earnestly after any- 
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thing besides God ? Alas ! they not only have other 
desires, they even act in accordance with them. But 
what desires ? Evil desires of all kinds ; desires 
which are all contrary to the commandment : " Thou 
shalt not covet ;" they are the same desires which 
they formerly had, when they still lived in their 
ignorance, when they were unacquainted with God 
and Christ. Each one who has not forgotten what 
he was, and who will answer before God for what is 
done and thought in secret, as well as for that which 
comes to the light of day, will not deny that the ad- 
monition of the Spirit is suitable to him. Ye, who 
are God*s elect, do still walk according to the desires 
which governed you in your former ignorant state. 
How! what! is it possible I can seek after such 
worthless things ? I may still feel the indications of 
such desires in me ; but surely I do not regulate my 
life by these, but by God's commandments. My 
dear friend, you may think thus of yourself ; but the 
Holy Spirit says here that you walk according to the 
desires you formerly had ; you think yourself holier 
than the believers to whom these words were ad- 
dressed. 

The evil desires which actuate one and another in 
the church, and according to which they conform 
their conduct, are desires which are diametrically 
opposed to grace ; all those desires by which a man 
gives evidence that his mind is set on other things 
than eternal realities. Those to whom Peter wrote 
were walking according to their Judaizing inclina- 
tions, after the desire of their Jewish hearts seeking 
by works to establish a righteousness of their own. 
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which is indeed gross ignorance ; they also walked 
after the desires of their own deceitful hearts, seeking 
that from the world which is only to be found in God, 
which is only permanently enjoyed in heaven, and 
which is only partaken of here when we continue in 
the doctrine of Christ. And thus many Christians 
have walked, and still do walk, after the desires of 
the flesh ; after the lust of the eyes, that they may 
possess as much as possible of visible things ; and 
after the pride of life, that by a vain pomp they may 
obtain honour from man, whose breath is in his nos- 
trils, and pamper and indulge their perishing bodies. 
But who can enumerate the thousand desires from 
which the works of the flesh proceed, and which 
sway the conduct of men, when their hearts are not 
wholly set upon grace ! This much is certain, that 
believers do walk according to such desires : accord- 
ing to those that swayed them in the time of their 
ignorance, when they knew not God and Christ. If 
this were not the case, then would not the apostle 
John have written : " Love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world ; for all that is in the 
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eye, 
and the pride of life, is not of the Father but is of the 
world. And the world passeth away, and the lust 
thereof;"* nor would the apostle Paul say: "Walk 
in the Spirit, and fulfil not {margin) the lusts of the 
flesh."t Neither should we have had the command. 
Walk not according to such desires. 

Standing before you with these words of the 
apostle, I will not, in regard to any one among you, 
* 1 John ii. 16—17. f Gal. v. 16. 
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who follows after the same desires that riiled his 
conduct when he was ignorant of God and of Christ, 
deny that he may be a Christian; but I hold up 
before you the command : " Do not walk according 
to such desires :" and whosoever hears this, and is 
not deeply humbled, but remains as he was before, 
walking according to his evil desires, then I say to 
such a one, that he despises not the word and com- 
mand of man, but the word and command of God. 
I solemnly declare to all those who seek any other 
ground for their salvation than the sacrifice which 
Christ accomplished on the cross, to those whose 
hope is not wholly placed upon grace, to those who 
do not with their whole heart turn from their evil 
desires, but who walk according to the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, 
to all such I say, if you do not hearken to this 
apostolic command, your blood will be upon your 
own head. 

But many of you will be smitten with remorse, 
and with contrite hearts exclaim, I have thus 
walked; and then ask with a sigh. How shall I 
attain to such grace, that I shall no longer walk 
according to the desires that ruled over me when 
I was in a state of ignorance ? The answer is ready : 
You will at once leave off walking in this maimer, 
when you firmly believe that this command of the 
apostle's is in reality the command of God, and when 
your hope is wholly fixed upon the grace that is to 
be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
The power lies in the words themselves, when they 
are thus truly believed, when they are of more value 
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to you than your desires, when you see that these 
words are divine, and that you, on account of your 
evil desires, are worthy of condemnation ; when you 
come with this confession before God, and fix your 
regards on the unfading inheritance prepared for 
you in heaven. 

! could we thoroughly apprehend this, we 
should perceive in this command a blessed gospel, 
an announcement of good tidings ! But, alas ! it is 
but too true that our desires assail us with such im- 
portunity, that we hang down our heads before such 
a command. Yet when we perceive the object this 
command has in view, that it is to rescue us, all un- 
worthy as we are, from the dominion of our evil 
desires, and to bring us back to the blessed God, 
in order that we may with him possess for ever that 
which is above all things desirable, even the enjoy- 
ment of eternal peace in and with God, then do we 
rejoice in such words, and likewise in the following : 
^' As he who hath called you is holy, so be ye holy 
in all manner of conversation : because it is written. 
Be ye holy, for I am holy." And have we not all 
reason to do so ? I readily admit, and have myself 
experienced it, that these apostolic words may some- 
times come upon us, as if they rolled down thundering 
from Sinai, in order to plunge us into the abyss of 
destruction ! There are times when a man, deeply 
convinced of sin, feeling himself utterly unholy and 
impure, on reading such words, is tempted by the 
devil to lose all courage, and despair of attaining 
salvation; he becomes absorbed in one desire, that of 
being holy, and sees at the same time the impossi- 
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bility of ever being so ; and when at such a time he 
comes upon some part of Scripture where holiness is 
commanded^ he is ready to think that he must neces- 
sarily be lost. Suppose he opens the 20th chapter 
of Leviticus, which of all the abominations there 
will he not think he has perpetrated ? Alas ! what 
traces of them all does he find in his heart, and 
how many of them have come out in act, yea, even 
worse things than these ! And then comes the com- 
mand, " Be ye holy, for I am holy." Ah ! he finds 
no holiness in himself; on the contrary, the most 
terrible sins, and yet he must be holy, as God is 
holy ! It is as if he were in a death-struggle, 
strangled by the cord which he had grasped for 
safety ! It is even so ; he is either a hidden or an 
open transgressor of the salutary commands of God, 
and therefore he is plunged into anguish by words 
which in the end become truly delightful to humble 
souls. What can be more delightftd than the 
words, " Be ye holy, for I am holy," as they are 
found in the 11th chapter of the same book of 
Leviticus, where we read the commands as to 
what animals the children of Israel were and 
were not to eat? It there produces only godly 
sorrow, only confession of our own entire unwor- 
thiness, only thirst after true holiness; the light 
breaks in upon us, showing that God in a figure is 
commanding us to make Christ alone the food of our 
souls; and that like the clean animal that divides 
the hoof, when we have drunk of the brook of suf- 
fering we must not sink in the mud of God's wrath, 
but rise out of it again ; and as the clean beast that 
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ruminates its food, so must we meditate on the will 
of God, that it may become part of our substance, 
and that we may derive life and nourishment there- 
from. And when it thus becomes godly sorrow, 
and thirst after true holiness, a man soon gets into 
the meaning of the words, and understands them to 
mean : Turn away thine eyes from sin, and however 
sad thy condition is, draw near to God in Christ 
Jesus, and He will draw near to thee. **Be ye 
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is 
perfect," says our Lord to us ; and the apostle John 
writes : ^* Little children, let no man deceive you ; 
he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he 
is righteous." What ! to be perfect as our Father 
which is in heaven is perfect, to be righteous as God 
is righteous, to be holy in all our walk and conver- 
sation as the Lord is holy ; shall we allow this to be so 
explained by the devil as to make us put aside God*s 
commands, and betake ourselves to that mock holi- 
ness, accursed in His sight, which is wrought in the 
strength of nature, (which ever takes frightful re- 
venge,) and then say to others : ^* Stand by thyself, 
come not near to me, for I am holier than thou V* 
Or shall we so explain them, that we remain in our 
sins with the hopeless cry : '* Woe is me ! if such be 
the case, I shall never be saved ?" I think our duty 
in reference to such words is, to gird up better the 
loins of our understanding, and to ask : Who says 
these words, and what does he say ? and earnestly 
to regard His word, and then look upon ourselves 
and upon all around us. God, who is in himself all- 
sufficient, who needs none of us, has he not in pure 
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compassion chosen us in Christ Jesus, and called us 
out from among the thousands upon thousands whom 
he suffers to go in their own ways, and with whom 
we all formerly lay under the same judgment of 
condemnation? He hath called us, I say; as the 
apostle writes : " Who hath called you," one in this 
manner, another in that ; some as a raging and 
blood-thirsty Saul on the way to Damascus, when 
were heard the simple words, '^ I am Jesus," and 
behold ! the giant lay prostrate on the ground, 
with his weapons wherewith he was about to rush 
against the mighty God. He hath called us, — 
whereunto ? " Into his marvellous light," writes 
the apostle, chapter ii. 9 ; called, that we ^^ should 
inherit a blessing," he says in chapter iii. 9 ; called, 
we read in chapter v. 10, " unto his eternal glory 
by Christ Jesus." We who lay in the shadow of 
death, and under the power of hellish darkness, 
are called into the marvellous light of the blessed 
God, to dwell in this light with Him for ever ! He 
Himself came down into our prison, cast the devil 
into chains of darkness, made us free, said unto us. 
Go out, and took us with Himself up to His eternal 
light ! We who lay in our blood, in our shame and 
weakness, we who were a prey to the devil, to death, 
and to the grave, have been called by the all-glorious 
majesty of God, and out of His fatherly pity led 
unto Christ, that we may be found in Him ; that we 
may find the pardon of our sins in His blood, and 
obtain a right to eternal life through Him. In Him 
we are called to eternal glory ; as servants of God 
to stand for ever before the throne of His majesty ; 
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for ever and ever to behold and partake of His 
divine glory ! Ought not this prospect to ravish us 
with delight ; and should we not cast away from us 
everything that is not in harmony with such a 
prospect ? When God says to us, " I am holy," is 
it not as much as to say : *^ I cannot be otherwise 
than pure ; I must love light and life ; therefore I 
cannot suffer impurity, darkness, and death, to be 
near me ?" And when He says, " Be ye holy," and, 
" be holy after the manner in which I am holy," 
does He not mean to say : " Ye are my children, you 
must be as I am ; I cannot suffer impurity to injure 
the health of your souls ; death and darkness must 
not obtain possession of you, sin must not have do- 
minion over you ; the world must not stand in the 
way of your souls' free movements ?" Truly if we 
could in a right manner understand these words, 
they are more glorious than if a mighty prince 
should say to us : Inhabit palaces, because I dwell 
in one; possess estates, because I possess them; 
wear crowns, because I wear a crown ; be clothed 
with all the magnificence wherewith I am clothed; 
I will have you like myself; be as I am. This is 
God's gospel, it is, indeed. His good messsage : " I 
am happy, therefore you also must be happy; I 
possess heaven, therefore you must dwell there." 

We are all like children ; children do not natu- 
rally care for purity, they do not care for lasting 
happiness ; they love the enjoyment of the moment, 
and they cast down their eyes when their father or 
their mother says to them : ^^ Do we behave in this 
manner ?" and they say in their hearts if not with 
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their lips : '* We cannot be like you ;" because their 
foolish desires have taken possession of their hearts ; 
but worthy parents will not on this account suffer 
their children to become depraved, or allow them to 
follow evil courses. The father corrects, until his 
son is conformed to himself; the mother will not 
suffer her child to go about soiled in person or gar- 
ments, but insists on her being clean and pure as she 
herself is ; and her motherly love perseveres in this, 
in spite of the child's resistance. How much more 
does the Father of spirits correct and purify us by 
His word! Every one knows well that an un- 
founded hope does not last, and that the faith which 
is without works does not purify the heart ; and 
where grace is, a man is filled with godly fear in 
reading such words as the following : " Neither for- 
nicators, nor idolators, nor adulterers, nor thieves, 
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers," nor such 
like, "shall inherit the kingdom of God." When the 
conduct is inconsistent, then faith produces no good 
conscience towards God, no peace, nor joy in the 
Holy Ghost. May many of you lay this to heart, 
and examine and try yourselves, to discover whence 
it comes that in you there is no " well of water 
springing up into everlasting life." 

The Christians to whom Peter wrote had been 
called out partly from among the heathens, and 
partly from the Jews ; and they dwelt among Jews 
and heathens. The Jews adhered to their old cus- 
toms ; and the heathens practised their own religion. 
Both fiercely attacked the Christians. The flesh is 
naturally averse to suffering; was it therefore any 
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wonder that the Christians, in order not to be mo- 
lested, for the sake of honour, peace, or rest, or to 
get quietly through life, should in many respects 
adopt a course of life that would not show too plainly 
whose servants they were, whether the world's or 
God's, whether the devil's or Christ's ? For, al- 
though they were Christians they were human beings. 
Men are but men. Was it wonderful, if they al- 
lowed their conscience to be enslaved by the com- 
mandments of men? Or if they permitted themselves 
to be enslaved by the letter of holiness which killeth, 
when only the spirit can give life ? Was it any 
wonder, (since the tempter never sleeps,) that some 
of them were tempted not to order their walk so 
strictly according to the commands of God as they 
ought to have done ? Was it to be wondered at that 
many ordered their course of life, partly after the good 
confession of Christ, partly in conformity to, and with 
a desire to please those who hated this confession, 
because it condemned their conduct ? But all such 
compromises, all such conformity to the world, and 
the mere righteousness of the flesh, this attention to 
perishing things, can this please God ? Is this holi- 
ness ? No ; God will stand by those who, feeling 
themselves poor and miserable, call upon His name 
in their time of need. What He has they shall have ; 
what He is, that they shall be. And if you now 
attentively examine your own conduct, do you not 
see much in it that is as unlike eternal glory, as a 
reed is to a sceptre, or a wisp of straw to a crown ? 
Is not all that the poor heart is set upon, and seeks 
after, quite irreconcileable with grace and eternal 
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glory ? Are not things that are entirely of the flesh, 
admired and courted as if they were something 
pleasing in God's sight ? Therefore we cannot suflS.- 
ciently prize this gracious admonition of the Spirit, 
this apostolic command : *^ As he which hath called 
you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conver- 
sation." This cannot be attained all at once; one 
discovers gradually by the light of the Spirit what 
those things are that keep him back from perfect 
hope in the future grace and glory, and he will con- 
tinually be led more and more, by the hand of the 
Spirit, away from those things that do not harmonize 
with his holy calling. 

I firmly believe that after all I have said, the un- 
holy will continue to become more unholy, and yet 
think they walk according to the command of the 
apostle ; and that the upright may not yet fully com- 
prehend what privileges are conferred on them in these 
words. Many a one also will not cease to turn away 
from these words with trembling, will not cease to 
ask : " How can I ever attain to such holiness ?" 
or else will continue mourning over his unholiness, 
and seek on that account to comfort himself with 
a vague hope in the mercy of God. And I never- 
theless believe that in either case he is not acting 
inconsistently .with the spirit of these words ; but he 
does not know this, and it would not be good for 
him to know it. Some, again, understand very well 
what it is that the apostle, that the Lord commands, 
but they will not listen to it. And I believe that many 
will carry these words away with them as a precious 
source of comfort, and will henceforward order their 
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walk and conversation conformably to them. The 
reason why we remain in doubt and ignorance in 
regard to such words, is, that while we profess to 
seek after holiness, we fix our eyes on visible 
things, and are therefore blind to the glory we shall 
inherit, to which we are called of God. In regard 
to worldly and perishing things, we are at no loss 
how to comport ourselves ; we can suit our manners, 
our dress, our bearing, our whole exterior, and be- 
haviour to the occasion ; but in regard to the heavenly 
and imperishable, we are slow of apprehension, be- 
cause we do not by nature love such things. Ne- 
vertheless, I say to each one of you : Walk not '^ ac- 
cording to the former lusts in your ignorance ;" 
according to the desire of seeking to gain the favour 
of God by your own righteousness and strength, as the 
doctrine of reason teaches ; which, however we may 
give it out as holiness, is in reality idol-worship ; walk 
not according to the unbelieving desire of wishing to 
have things in your own hand, that you may arrange 
and dispose of them, as the world does ; but let the 
everlasting inheritance, the grace, the crown of life, 
be your constant aim. For I solemnly declare to 
you, that whosoever walks after his lusts shall perish 
with the world ; but he that seeks after the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness, all other things that 
he needs shall be added unto him. Seek not after 
the holiness that flesh seeks after, because it is a root 
of all manner of sin and shame ; rather be ye so 
truly holy, that you will hate and shun such holi- 
ness, because such false holiness God will not re- 
cognise, and therefore hath forbidden us to eat of 
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unclean lli^asts. Seek not the glory which the world 
gives, but the godliness which hath the promise of 
the life that now is, and of the life to come ; he that 
keeps God's commandments, receives from Him 
grace and honour, and every lasting good. Let 
Christ be your holiness ; let it be your holiness to 
abide in Him, that you may be taught of Him how 
to walk in this world. Sanctify in your hearts, bless 
and praise, not that which is blessed and praised by 
the world, but that which is blessed and praised in 
heaven ; that which serves to the promotion of God's 
honour and the welfare of our neighbour; so may 
you pursue your course without hindrance. God 
will keep truly to us, with all the blessings of hea- 
ven ; therefore, let us keep truly to Him and to 
heavenly things. Eternal things remain, when the 
earthly and visible have passed away. Amen. 
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SERMON VIII. 

"And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons 
judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your 
sojourning here in fear : forasmuch as ye know that ye were 
not redeemed witli coiTuptihle things, as silver and gold, from 
your vain conversation received by tradition from your 
fathers."—! Peter i. 17—19. 

When the high-priest under the old covenant had 
gone into the most holy place, the people who feared 
God stood without the tabernacle, waiting with 
anxious expectation to see whether the high-priest 
would return from thence, whether he would obtain 
reconciliation, and bring a blessing instead of a curse 
with him. When God had accepted the blood of 
atonement which had been brought according to His 
law, then the high-priest always came out alive, 
without the sins of the people, and bestowed upon 
the people the blessing of God, the name of God. 
He did not say : The Lord hath cursed thee, and 
given thee up to death and the devil ; but, " The 
Lord bless thee, and keep thee ;" not. The Lord is 
angry with thee, and will give thee over to the power 
of darkness ; but, " The Lord make his face shine 
upon thee, and be gracious to thee ;" not. The Lord 
will no more regard thee, but leave thee to despair, 
and the inward torment of thy unrighteousness ; but. 
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^^The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace."* 

According to the everlasting covenant of grace, 
our High-Priest has entered into heaven with His 
own blood, conformably to the law of God, and has 
obtained everlasting reconciliation. God has said 
that He accepts this Son, that He has accepted 
the ransom of His soul ; that the sins of the people 
have been removed from before His eyes, have been 
graciously covered, and the High Priest will come 
again without sin, and bring unto all who look to 
Him for salvation, the crown of life, saying to them : 
** Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world, "t 

Since this crown is certain, having been pur- 
chased by divine blood, shall we suffer ourselves to 
be intimidated from fighting the good fight of faith; 
shall we be weary in running the race for this 
crown ? Have we not every motive to restrain those 
desires which hinder us from fulfilling our course ? 
Have we not every reason to abstain from those 
things that do not accord with the good warfare that 
we have to wage ? Why do so many recoil from 
the words : " Be ye holy, for I am holy ?" If a man 
had not to consider the crown of righteousness, then 
he might flatter himself that he was somewhat, so 
long as he was in the race-course, while he learnt 
the laws of the contest and continued running with 
the rest ; but it is needful for him to remember that 
^^ if a man strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned 

* Numbers vi. 24—26; Heb. ix. 28. f Matt. xxv. 34. 
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except lie strive lawfully."* We read in Psalm Ixxviii. 
5 — 11, " He established a testimony in Jacob, and 
appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded 
our fathers, that they should make them known to 
their children ; that the generation to come might 
know them, even the children which should be born ; 
who should arise and declare them to their children; 
that they might set their hope in God, and not forget 
the words of God, but keep his commandments ; 
and might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and 
rebellious generation; a generation that set not 
their heart aright, and whose spirit was not sted- 
fast with God. The children of Ephraim, being 
armed, and carrying bows, turned back in the day 
of battle. They kept not the covenant of God, and 
refused to walk in his law ; and forgat his works, 
and his wonders that he had shown them." These 
also set not their hope perfectly upon the future 
grace ; the crown of righteousness was not the object 
at which they aimed; they yielded to the former 
lusts that reigned in them, as much as if they had 
never seen such mighty acts of God ; they were not 
desiring to be holy as God is holy ; they looked after 
the flesh-pots of Egypt, made themselves a golden 
calf, and tempted God at the waters of strife ; as we 
find also written as a warning to us in the 106th, 
the 81st, and the 95th psalms. Alas ; why are the 
hopes of so many not entirely fixed on the future 
glory ? Is it not because they have not purified 
their conscience from dead works, in the blood of 
Him who ofi*ered Himself to God without spot and 

* Z lim. u. .), 
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blameless ? Is it not because they give ear to some 
other mode of purifying the heart than that which 
is accomplished by faith? And why is there no 
living hope of being saved by the grace of Christ? 
Why is the heart not established through faith ? Is 
it not for this reason, that they more earnestly desire 
perishing things than the crown of life ? When 
this is the case, men wiU not be holy in all their 
walk and conversation, because their spirits do not 
truly cleave to God, but are taken up with their own 
lusts, with the honour that cometh from man, with 
pieces of gold and silver, with everything, in short, 
which proves that they do not find in God their all- 
sufficient good and portion, and do not trust in the 
word of Him who made heaven and earth. 

The apostle Peter admonishes the church in the 
same manner as the psalmist does ; and in this way 
she must still be admonished to continue in the 
wholesome doctrine of justification by faith, and not 
' be tempted to relinquish it because she has somewhat 
to suffer on account of it, but that she should so much 
the more set her hope on that future good which is 
sure and certain ; and when the foolish desires of the 
flesh would draw her aside from the only way and 
the only word of life, she must not obey those desires, 
but be anxious to preserve herself chaste, to keep 
her garments clean, and to be purified more and 
more from every spot wherewith one is so easUy 
staiaed by the world that lieth in wickedness : as also 
the apostle Paul writes, in Romans xii. 1, 2, and in 
all his epistles; especially in 2 Corinthians vii. 1 : 
** Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, 
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let US cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh 
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God." 

Concerning this fear of God, in which we are to 
perfect, or increase in holiness, the apostle Peter also 
admonishes us as follows : " If (or since) ye call on 
the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth 
according to every man's work, pass the time of your 
sojourning here in fear ; forasmuch as ye know that 
ye were not redeemed with corruptible things as 
silver and gold, from your vain conversation received 
by tradition from your fathers ; but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot." 

It is astonishing how little of the fear of God is 
sometimes found among those who profess the doc- 
trines of grace. How does it concern our eternal 
happiness, whether many persons, or a few, or none 
at all, (so far as we know,) are travelling with us on 
the road which leads to the heavenly Jerusalem? 
The wise men of the east had no one out of all Jeru- 
salem to accompany them when they went from 
thence to worship the new-bom King ! The touch- 
stone of true doctrine will rather continue to be that 
which the Jews indicated when they said to Paul : 
" As concerning this sect, we know that everywhere 
it is spoken against."* And also that which our 
Lord himself gave : ^' Ye shall be hated of all men 
for my name's sake."t Ought we to fear men who 
condemn us because we walk with God? Men, 
who threaten us because we seek the good of Israel ? 
God alone is to be feared : therefore the church 

* Acts xxviii. 22, \ Matt. x. 22. 
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sings, in Psalm cxviii. 6 : " The Lord is on my side, 
I will not fear ; what can man do unto me ?" There- 
fore it is also said from the mouth of the Lord by 
Isaiah : ^^ I, even I, am he that comforteth you ; who 
art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a man that 
shall die, and of the son of man which shall be made 
as grass; and forgettest the Lord thy Maker, that 
stretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundations 
of the earth; and hast feared continually every day 
because of the fury of the oppressor, as if he were 
ready to destroy ? and where is the fury of the 
oppressor ?"* 

The apostle Paul also says, in Hebrews xiii. 5, 6 : 
" Let your conversation be without covetousness, and 
be content with such things as ye have : for he hath 
said, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee. So 
that we may boldly say. The Lord is my helper, and 
I will not fear what man shall do unto me." And 
again it is written : *^ If God be for us, who can be 
against us ?"t And truly we have reason enough to 
fear God only, and not at all to ask of men, or take 
counsel with flesh and blood, as to whether we must 
abide by the only testimony to the truth, and keep the 
commandments of God. The apostle brings forward 
most cogent reasons for this : " We call on the 
Father," that is, on the Most High God. If, then, 
the glorious " Majesty in the heavens" allows Him- 
self to be called our Father, and is not ashamed to 
accept us as sons, for the sake of His own beloved 
Son; when such a God permits us to cry unto Him, 
^'Abba, Father," and condescends to receive from 

* Isa. li. 12, 13. t Rom. viii. 31. 
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our lips the prayer : " Our Father^ which art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name," surely we have 
every motive to order our conduct only in His fear, 
especially when we remember that He, " without 
respect of persons, judgeth according to every man's 
work." For the Most High, before whom all men 
are as a drop of a bucket, judgeth not according to 
whether one is a Jew or a Greek, whether he be cir- 
cumcised or uncircumcised in the flesh ; how should 
He, the Sovereign of all souls, inquire after human 
authority ? He points out to us in His word the 
right way. He teaches us the true and living faith ; 
if a man possess that single good work, faith, then all 
his works are works of faith : if a man has not the 
work of faith, what will all his works avail him before 
God, be his name in the church what it may ? God 
judgeth according to every man's work ; what is the 
most splendid work in His sight ? He hath planned 
it all, and created His own people in Christ Jesus to 
this good work, which He had prepared before we 
existed.* He who does not bring forth this good 
work, who does not continue therein, who cannot 
show it in the day when the Lord shall judge the 
world, must be speechless in the presence of God, 
and will be condemned, even if the whole world had 
hailed him as a prophet. Therefore, Paul says : 
" Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed ;"t and he 
indicated the same to the church, by even rebuking 
Peter when he walked not uprightly. J We also read 

* Eph. ii. 10. t Gal i. 8. X Gal. ii. 11—14. 
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to the same purport in Psalm xcix. 6 — 8: "Moses 
and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among 
them that call upon his name : Thou answeredst 
them, O Lord our God ; thou wast a God that for- 
gavest them, though thou tookest vengeance of their 
inventions." God having thus plainly and clearly 
made known His will, and we being fully acquainted 
with it, shall we venture to come before Him with 
the reply : Yes, all this is very true, but this and the 
other Pope taught otherwise, the whole world wished 
it to be otherwise, and therefore I thought that Thou 
wouldest have it to be as all the world wished it 
to be! 

Besides all this, we ought to lay it to heart, that 
our pilgrimage here below must come to an end; 
that here we are strangers. Our abode is not here ; 
we must go on towards heaven ; that is our Father- 
land. If we heard when first we set out on the 
way, and if we still constantly hear, " This is the 
way, walk ye in it, go neither to the right nor the 
left,"* shall we leave the good way of faith, al- 
though it is narrow, and go in the broad road be- 
cause all the world walks there, because it is smooth, 
and because he who walks in it obtains fleshly ease, 
and is not persecuted on account of the cross of 
Christ ?t But what will become of a man if he walks 
not in the right way, which is Christ, through whom 
alone there is access to divine grace ; and what will 
he find instead, when he leaves the only truth, the 
only life, which is Christ ? O ! blessed is the man 
who feareth daily ! All God's saints have possessed 

* Isa. XXX. 21. Luther's translation. f Gal. iv. 12. 
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this holy fear, and have been sober and watchful, 
lest they should apostatise from the way of faith. 
Of this the apostle Paul writes much in the 11th 
chapter of his epistle to the Hebrews : ** These 
all died in faith, — and confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For they that 
say such things declare plainly that they seek a 
country; — they desire a better country, that, is a 
heavenly ; wherefore God is not ashamed to be called 
their God, for he hath prepared for them a city."* 
And how much holy awe Paul had before God, he 
gives us to understand, when he says : " For in this 
we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with 
our house which is from heaven. — ^Wherefore we 
labour that, whether present or absent, we may be 
accepted of him. For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad. Knowing 
therefore the terrors of the Lord, (or, that the Lord 
is to be feared,t) we persuade men. "J This is the 
fear which perfect love awakens; there is another 
fear, which is cast out by perfect love. There are 
examples in Scripture, and also in daily life, plenti- 
ful as the sand on the sea-shore, how gracious God 
is to every one who continues in this good work of 
holding fast by grace, and never quitting it;§ and 
how terrible is the wrath of God against those who 
think they may trifle with the word of God after the 
lusts of their own hearts. 

* Heb. xi. 13—16. f Luther's trans. ;; 2 Cor. v. 2, 9 — 11. 

§ Heb. xii. 28 ; Jonah iL 9. 
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The most important matter with which we have to 
occupy ourselves during the remainder of our time 
here, is, to walk in the fear of God ; because every 
other walk is vain ; because we are redeemed from 
every other walk ; because the price paid for this 
redemption is very costly, yea, of inestimable value ; 
because He who paid the price was anointed of God 
for this end, and as such was that perfect One which 
the law with its commands contemplated. Every 
other walk is truly profitless and vain. The chris- 
tians to whom Peter wrote allowed themselves to be 
intimidated by the ordinances of men. The flesh 
has always its fathers ; its so-called prophetic fathers ; 
or apostolic fathers ; or fathers of the church ; ac- 
cording to their doctrine, according to what they 
have taught, so will the flesh teach, and so will it 
regulate its conduct. Thus Paul before his con- 
version had Gamaliel for his father, and also the 
whole synagogue, who called themselves fathers; 
and thus in later times have many christians before 
their conversion, had Jerome and others for their 
fathers, who forbade marriage, and commanded to 
abstain from meats which God had created to be 
received with thanksgiving. This is that walking 
after the flesh which is idle and vain, and of which 
Paul speaks in Romans vi. 20, 21 : " For when ye 
were the servants of sin ye were free from righteous- 
ness. What fruit had ye then in those things 
whereof ye are now ashamed ? For the end of those 
things is death." Here we have the utter unprofit- 
ableness of such a walk ! From this vain conversa- 
tion after the tradition of the fathers, after the letter 
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of the law which, killeth, are we ransomed, redeemed, 
says the apostle. Therefore while we so walked we 
were slaves and bondmen ; we were shut up in this 
walk as in a prison ! Yes, it was so ; and we pos- 
sessed neither the knowledge nor the power, nay, not 
even the will, to come out of this prison and bond- 
age. And this mode of life, in which a man thinks 
that he is right, although he is unfit for anything, 
how pleasing is it to the flesh ! By this a man can 
retain all his sins, and yet flatter himself in regard to 
the future. Is there anything here below powerftd 
enough to deliver us from such a condition ; from 
the condition of being under the law, in which is 
manifested what the apostle testifies of it in Romans 
vii. 5, and iii. 10 — 18 ? O ! miserable condition ! in 
which we remain dead, and bring forth the fruits of 
death ; a condition with which every abomination 
allies itself ; in which we seek from the works of the 
law, that which can only be attained through faith ; 
— how must it excite God's anger against us, when 
we thus insult His majesty and goodness ! 

This is a state of enmity against God, which God 
only can remove. And in his everlasting mercy He 
has done so ; He has made reconciliation ; but what 
a price has it cost Him ! It has cost Him nothing less 
than His own heart's blood, the blood of His deax 
Son ! Thus was it life for life ; our sinful life was 
poured out in the shedding of the precious blood of 
Christ; from thence came to us life, redemption, 
deliverance from the walk of the flesh, that we 
might henceforward walk after the Spirit ; because 
the obligation of the covenant of works, the ^' do 



SERMON VIII. 109 

this/' was brought to nought by the death of the 
Son of God, and we were overshadowed by the 
eternal covenant of grace. Should we not lay this 
to heart? Every one who knows an object to be of 
great value deals with it very cautiously ; if an 
emperor, even, has a costly mirror to transport from 
one place to another, he will see that it be carried 
carefully, in order that it may remain whole. " Ye 
are bought with a price," says Paul, "therefore 
glorify God in your body and in yoiir spirit, which 
are God's."* No, truly ; we have not been redeemed 
from our vain conversation with corruptible things, 
with a piece of silver or gold ! Why, then, should 
any one, against his better knowledge, devote him- 
self to perishing things, to silver or gold ; to vain 
and worthless things, thus voluntarily bringing him- 
self again under the bondage of the fleshly walk ? 
Ye know, says the apostle Peter, at what an in- 
calculable price you have been bought. He who 
knows this, knows of what incalculable value he is ; 
and if he willingly suffer himself to be disturbed by 
perishing things, let him know that it is written, " If 
any man defile the temple of God, him shall God 
destroy ; for the temple of God is holy, which tem- 
ple ye are."t 

If we are acting according to the will and the law of 
God, should not this satisfy us ? If our walk pleases 
God, and corresponds to the law given by Him 
through Moses, why should we yet inquire after 
man's doctrines, man's ordinances, the will of man, 
and the fleshly walk ? And when we do walk after 

■r- 1 Cor. vi. :>0. f 1 Cor. iii. 17. 
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the Spirit, then we know that to this spiritual walk 
we have been purchased by the precious blood of 
One whom God hath sanctified and sent into the 
world, whom He hath anointed for this purpose, and 
who has so fully paid the price, that the law loudly 
declares, I am fully satisfied ; from this time forward 
I have nothing more to demand of any one who 
is in this anointed One. 

This One of whom the apostle speaks is Christ. 

He is our High Priest, our King, our Lawgiver. 

Shall we then allow ourselves to make conscience of 

another worship ? When He brought the payment 

He brought it as " a lamb without blemish and 

without spot ;" as a lamb without inward defect, or 

outward stain. He is thus the true paschal lamb, 

before whose blood, when we sprinkle it upon the 

door-posts, and the thresholds of our houses, the 

destroyer passes over. He is the lamb, the sacrifice 

which the law demanded ; the lamb which in one 

day carried away the sins of the people ; the lamb 

in whose blood, righteousness of life, a holy walk, 

and the whole work of faith, were bestowed upon 

the people ; and now we as lambs (or it may be as sheep 

for the slaughter, slain on His account) are to follow 

in His footsteps, and to continue in His truth, in 

order that we may be found of Him without spot or 

blemish, in the day when he shall be revealed, when 

He shall bring the crown with Him. This is it, let 

me say once more, whereunto the apostle exhorts us, 

which the Lord commands in all those words, but 

especially in these, " Be ye holy, for I am holy." 

O ! how holy and pure God declares Himself to be 
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as an almighty God, and as a faithful Father to those 
who walk not after the flesh, but who in Christ Jesus 
walk after the Spirit ! No, God is not like a worldly 
diplomatist, that He should shew equal favour to 
those who walk after the Spirit, and those who walk 
after the flesh. He is so holy that He will never have 
fellowship with "the throne of iniquity, which frameth 
mischief by a law."* He knows nothing, and will 
know nothing, of that which is not of faith, which is 
not according to His word ; but leaves it to grope 
about in darkness until it sinks into the abyss. He 
is true and faithful to His poor people, to those who 
abide in His word. Therefore be ye holy ; keep in 
the ways of God ; fear Him alone, that ye may re- 
ceive this testimony : ye have kept aloof from the 
fearful and idolatrous ; ye are chaste, and have con- 
tinued in the word of faith ; " ye have followed the 
Lamb whithersoever he goeth."t May our Lord 
Almighty give this unto you through the Spirit of 
grace. Amen. 

* Psalm xciv. 20. f Rev. xiv. 4. 
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SERMON IX. 

"Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the 
world, but was manifest in these last times for you, who by 
him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and 
gave him glory ; that your faith and hope might be in God." 
—1 Peter i. 20, 21. 

We have now to consider the beautiful and com- 
forting words of the apostle Peter, which declare, 
with wonderful brevity, the great truths made 
known to the church through the Spirit of the Lord 
in the epistles to the Romans and Galatians. 

The apostle thus writes of Christ to the elect 
strangers: "Who verily was foreordained before 
the foundation of the world, but was manifest in 
these last times for you, who by him do believe in 
God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him 
glory ; that your faith and hope might be in God." 

The apostle has good reason to say : " Who verily 
was foreordained, — but was manifest in these last 
times for you." By the words, " Who verily was 
foreordained," he gives us to understand that the 
doctrine of Christ is no new doctrine, but an ever- 
lasting gospel ; and by the words, " was manifest in 
these last times for you," it is taught that these are 
the last times, and that they ought highly to prize 
that grace of which, in preference to so many thou- 
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sands of ancient times, they have been made par- 
takers. 

The mind that is blinded and disturbed by sin, 
cannot at once perceive that which in itself is as 
clear as noonday. It is perfectly evident that the 
Levitical priesthood is abolished through the High- 
priesthood of Christ, which is after the order of 
Melchisedec; that the sacrifices of Moses have passed 
away by the sacrifice of Christ, which He ofiered 
once for all ; which is eternally valid, all-sufficient, 
and has satisfied the justice of God ; which alone is 
perfect in the eye of the law, and has thus rendered 
believers perfectly justified in God's sight. It is 
also clear as noonday that the law of ordinances is 
cancelled through Christ, in whom (as all shadows 
in the body) the law has its fulfilment. Notwith- 
standing all this, the elect strangers had their minds 
disturbed, partly by the Levitical priesthood, partly 
by the sacrifices and ordinances of the law of Moses, 
partly by the precepts of the ancient synagogue, and 
old-established customs. This is the devil's artifice; 
he puts a note of interrogation where God has put 
a full stop ; God said : ^^ Of the tree of the know- 
ledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it ;" and 
the devil inquired : " Hath God said ye shall not 
eat of every tree of the garden ?"* and thereby threw 
suspicion, mistrust, doubt, and unbelief, into the 
hearts of men. And after he has thus made God's 
truth a matter of question, he teaches his lies in the 
most positive manner, promising a great increase of 
light, in order that believers may forget the Sun of 

* Gen. ii. 16 ; iii. 1. 
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righteousness wliich has arisen upon them, and follow 
the deceitful glimmer of an ignis fatuus. Those old 
established customs and doctrines that are founded 
on eternal truth, he decries as novelties, as heretical 
and sectarian ; and the cunning artifices he devised 
in Paradise when he said, ^^Ye shall be as gods, 
knowing good and evil," he sets forth as divine, old- 
established truths ; or if his seductions do not suc- 
ceed, he decks out his lie with some portion of eternal 
truth. And as he has for many centuries past dis- 
turbed men's consciences with Popish observances, 
so in apostolic times he attempted to do the same 
through the Mosaic ordinances of the synagogue. 
In order to overthrow the power of such temptations 
of the evil One, and to banish such unbelieving 
thoughts from those whom he here taught, the apostle 
wrote concerning Christ, that He was foreordained 
before the foundations of the world were laid, and 
for their sakes had been revealed in these last times. 
And with this agree the words of our Lord Himself, 
and all that has been spoken by apostles and prophets. 
Our Lord speaks thus in His prayer as High Priest : 
" And now, O Father ! glorify thou me with thine 
own self, with the glory which I had with thee before 
the world was."* And Paul writes to the Galatians, 
chap. iii. 22, 23: "The Scripture hath concluded 
all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus 
Christ might be given to them that believe. But 
before faith came we were kept under the law, shut 
up unto the faith which should afterwards be re- 
vealed." And to the Hebrews : " God. .that brought 

* John xvii. 5. 
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again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant :"* And to the Ephesians : 
*' According as he hath chosen us in him, (Christ,) 
before the foundation of the world : — Having made 
known unto us the mystery of His will according to 
His good pleasure which he hath purposed in Him- 
self; . . being predestinated according to the pur- 
pose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel 
of His own will."t And John says : ^^ We show 
unto you that eternal life which was with the Father 
and was manifested unto us."J And David testifies : 
'^ Thou art a priest for ever, after the order of Mel- 
chizedec."^ And Christ Himself says : ^^ The Lord 
possessed me in the beginning of his way, before 
His works of old. I was set up from everlasting, 
from the beginning, or ever the earth was."|| There- 
fore it is said by Isaiah : " When thou shalt make 
His soul an oiSering for sin. He shall see His seed. 
He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the 
Lord shall prosper in His hands."5[ 

In the glorious plan of salvation, the everlasting 
council of peace, Christ was by God provided, pre- 
destined, acknowledged, and beloved, as the Lamb 
without blemish and without spot, who should take 
upon Himself the sins of the world, and bear them 
in His body on the altar of His cross ; who, as the 
surety for His people, as the substitute and mediator 
for all, suffered Himself to be slain as a sin-offering ; 
and who, by His voluntary sacrifice of Himself, by 

* Heb. xiii. 20. \ Eph. i. 4, 9—11. | 1 John i. 2. 
§ Ps. ex. 4. 11 Prov. vui. 22, 23. IT Isa. liii. 10. * 

I 2 
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His holiness and perfect obedience, offered unto God 
a full and entire satisfaction. The Judaizing and 
false brethren might reproach the elect strangers 
with their neglect of the old established sacrifices 
and precepts of the Mosaic law, and all the acts of 
self-purification after the manner of the fathers ; but 
they were strengthened and confirmed in their faith 
by the assurance of the apostle, that there was some- 
thing still more anciently established, that was even 
eternal ; namely : That before the foundation of the 
world, (and consequently, before the covenant of 
works, and the giving the law on Mount Sinai,) 
God had predestinated believers in Christ to faith, in 
order that by faith, and not by the works of the law, 
they might obtain righteousness and the inheritance 
of blessedness, through the sacrifice of Christ, which 
from the beginning was typified in the lamb of the 
atonement. It must also have infused a noble cou- 
rage into the minds of those tried ones, to perceive 
the eminent grace vouchsafed to them, in God's hav- 
ing reserved for them the revelation of His eter- 
nally devised plan. 

Of the exceeding grace of this revelation Paul was 
so full, that in writing to the Hebrews concerning 
those who believed previous to the coming of Christ 
in the flesh, he says : '' These aQ, having obtained . 
a good report through faith, received not the pro- 
mise; God having provided some better thing for 
us, that they without us should not be made per- 
fect."* And again, to the Colossians : ^^ I am made 
a minister . . to fulfil the word of God ; even the 

* Heb. xi. 39, 40. 
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mystery which hath been hid from ages and genera- 
tions, but now is made manifest to his saints ; to 
whom God would make known what is the riches 
of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory."* 

The early times were times when the mercy-seat 
was hidden behind a veil; but the last times are 
times in which the veil has been rent, and to every 
poor sinner there is free and open access to the 
mercy-seat; these are times in which, without the 
veil of type or shadow, Christ is preached as having 
come in the flesh. And these times will continue 
until He comes in the clouds, with great power and 
glory, suddenly, as a thief in the night. 

We must not understand what is here written by 
the apostle Peter, in the way in which it was under- 
stood by the believers of old, who lived before Christ 
had come in the flesh, and consequently did not 
know Him. Peter says in another place: ^^Why 
tempt ye God to put a yoke on the neck of the dis- 
ciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to 
bear ? But we believe that through the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved even as they."t 
He writes the words of our text also in order that 
we should not permit any yoke to be put on our 
necks through the ordinances that were but types 
and shadows of Christ, the true Lamb that came by 
water and blood, which ordinances were only for 
a season, until God should be manifested in the 
flesh.J Besides this, we ought to draw much com- 
fort to ourselves from these words of the apostle, and 

* Col. i. 26, 27. t Acts XT. 10, II. J 1 Tim.iii. 16.. 
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not allow our souls to be restrained by human au- 
thority, whatever appearance or pretence it may 
assume of being according to the gospel ; as some 
persons seek in human tradition, in the writings of 
the apostolic fathers, the fathers of the church, or 
others, who all more or less bear the mark of 
Popery in their foreheads, the doctrine of that self- 
righteousness, according to which they desire to re- 
gulate their faith and practice; which is always a 
walking in darkness, after the manner of the fathers, 
after the flesh, and not after Christ. Much rather 
ought we to extol the grace through which we also 
belong to those, to whom in these last times Christ 
is revealed, and made known in the prophetic word 
and apostolic testimony ; and our hearts and minds 
are lifted up above the law of " do this," and above all 
human authority and walking after the flesh, into the 
everlasting council of peace in which Christ was pre- 
destined, loved and acknowledged, as the Church's 
Head, Surety, Substitute, King, Lawgiver, Right- 
eousness, and Strength, as Mediator of the covenant 
of grace. 

If we believe in God, through whom do we believe 
in Him ? Through this or that saint ? Through 
this or that Pope ? Through the church, or through 
the synagogue? No; it is through Christ. "Ye 
who by him do believe in God," says the apostle. 
Will a burdened conscience take refuge in God by 
human authority ? Will a poor sinful creature, dust 
and ashes as he is, commit himself to God, and lean 
upon Him, receive His declarations as truth, trujst 
to Him in affliction and death, as his gracious God, 
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and faithful Father, without Christ ? Who can bind 
up a broken heart, who can lead to the throne of 
grace one who is burdened with sin and guilt, who 
carries condemnation within himself, and stands near 
the open abyss of hell, except Christ Himself? For 
a man to have faith in God is to believe on Him as 
his gracious God and reconciled Father; it is to 
commit himself to Him as such, for time and for 
eternity. Can any mortal creature help us in this ? 
Can we do it by our own virtue and strength ? Ah ! 
there lies in man himself too deep an enmity against 
God ; and if he even wished to do this, the anger of 
God would keep him back. God is jealous for His 
law ; He cannot listen to any unreconciled sinner ; 
He cannot permit him to approach Him, without 
having received satisfaction for His offended majesty ; 
He cannot thus receive any sinner without setting 
at nought His honour. His moral attributes. His law ; 
at His judgment-seat can no one be justified, or re- 
ceive forgiveness of sins ; no trust nor faith will in 
any way help him to this if God has not previously 
received satisfaction, if He is not reconciled. But 
He cannot receive satisfaction at the hands of one 
who is dead in trespasses and sins ; whatever amount 
of holiness or good works a man might collect 
together, it would be of no avail as an atonement 
before God. Sin against an eternal law requires an 
eternal punishment, an eternal death. Burdened as 
we are with eternal death, it becomes us not to 
appear before God without the Mediator whom He 
hath ordained, the High Priest, the mighty Prophet, 
of whom He said, ^^hear Him!" Without this we 
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are an abomination to God when we draw near Him. 
God will be known and acknowledged as God; 
and we shall never know and acknowledge Him as 
God unless he reveal Himself to us as a God and 
Father, through God manifest in the flesh, Jesus 
Christ, as He said, " I have manifested thy name 
unto the men which thou gavest me out of the 
world."* All who have lain prostrate under the 
thunder of the law, under the wrath and curse of 
God, and have been drawn by the Father to Christ, 
and through the Spirit and the word of Christ, have 
been enabled to cast themselves with all their sins 
upon Him, to feel themselves bound up with Him as 
their Mediator, Surety, and Substitute ; who have 
seen themselves brought nigh to God by His blood, 
and by His life justified in God's sight ; all these 
have received from God Himself, for the sake of His 
Son, the forgiveness of their sins ; they have had, 
and still possess, this assurance: For me, even for 
me, has a satisfaction been made to God ; through 
the perfect righteousness presented by Christ, he is 
now my reconciled God and Father. And thus 
through Christ they believe in God, flee to Him 
for refuge, and evermore commit themselves unto 
Him. 

O ! enter, then, into this path, all ye who have 
not yet trodden it ; else vain is all your faith and 
confidence, and your refuge will prove a refuge of 
lies. In this case we may use the words said by 
Judah in reference to Joseph : ^^ Ye shall not see my 
face except your brother be with you." But you 

* John xvii. 6. 
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who triily believe in God through Christ, may with 
full reliance of heart commit yourselves to God, and 
with all confidence feel assured that your hope in 
Him will never be put to shame. We cannot believe 
in God through Christ without being assured by this 
faith, that, through Christ's death, we are reconciled 
to God, and have eternal life. This assurance we 
have in His resurrection, and in His sitting at the 
right hand of God. God hath raised Him from the 
dead and given Him glory ; we have, therefore, not 
a dead Jesus, but a living Saviour who intercedes 
for us ; not one who is weak and helpless, but One 
who has inherited all things, in order that He may 
impart to us the inheritance of life ; to whom all 
power in heaven and earth is given, in order that 
He may be able to preserve us by the purchased 
redemption, and through the same to bring us to 
honour. We know that God is well-pleased in 
Christ, through whom we draw nigh to God, and 
that He also takes pleasure in us who believe in 
Him, because He raised Christ from the dead. For 
if our sins had not been taken out of the way by 
Christ, if Christ had not overcome him who hath the 
power of death, if He had not perfectly fulfilled the 
law, if He had not offered a ftdl satisfaction to God, 
(namely, the righteousness which the law required,) 
then had God not raised Him from the dead. And 
if God had not given Him to us as our highest Pro- 
phet, to teach us through His word and Spirit, as 
our High Priest, evermore to make intercession for 
us, and as our eternal King, by the gift of His Spirit 
and of faith, to preserve us for the purchased salva- 
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tion, and to bestow upon us the eternal inheritance, 
then God would not have given unto Him this glory, 
that at His name every knee should bow, and that 
the church should in Him have righteousness and 
strength. But since God has raised Him from the 
dead, we have a Christ that dieth no more, death 
hath no more dominion over Him; therefore, sin, 
guilt, and punishment are taken away from us, and 
we have peace with God through Him, and have con- 
tinually a free access into that grace in which we 
know that in Him we stand before God. And since 
God has given Him glory, we know that in Him we 
also partake of and inherit this glory. When we 
through Christ believe in God, then do we learn to 
know God as a gracious and merciful God, as a God 
from whom the whole counsel and plan of our salva- * 
tion proceeded ; as a God who from pure love to us 
lost ones, gave His Son up to death for us, and suf- 
fered Him in our stead to bear to the uttermost the 
reproach and shame of the cross, in order that He 
might take away our death, and that the glory of 
God, which we had lost in Adam, we might obtain 
again through God's dear Son. He raised His Son 
from the dead, and raised us up with Him, " that our 
faith and hope might be in God ;" that we might 
count Him true and faithful, because He hath sworn 
by Himself: " Surely in blessing I will bless thee," 
when we, like the prodigal son, draw near to Him 
.through Christ. After He had raised His Son from 
the dead, He gave Him glory, and us with Him ; 
even as He said unto Him : " Ask of me :" and " sit 
thou on my right hand." This He did that our 
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hope might be in God for His succour in our journey 
through this world; for redemption from all evil, 
preservation from the evil One, deliverance out of 
all temptation, the covering of our iniquities, daily 
forgiveness of our sins, new supplies of grace, and 
continuance in this grace, deliverance from death in 
the resurrection of the body, a gracious reception 
into everlasting glory, and the joy of beholding His 
face in righteousness through aU eternity. 

The apostle Paul declares to the church of Corinth : 
" If Christ be not raised your faith is vain, ye are 
yet in your sins."* From hence it follows, that 
since God has raised Christ from the dead, our faith 
in God is not vain, and that if we believe, we are no 
longer in our sins. To the Romans he says : ^^ Christ 
was delivered for our offences, and was raised again 
for our justification."t So then there is righteousness 
before God provided for us ; and we may trust in God 
as in Him who, because He has raised Christ from 
the dead, has given to us in this resurrection the 
right to eternal life, having imputed this righteous- 
ness unto us ; and we may venture through Christ 
to draw near unto God, and as helpless sinners to 
trust in Him. Again ; God has promised that they 
who believe in the name of His Son, shall be His 
children and heirs, being incorporated in Him by a 
true and living faith ; and that to this end He will 
give His Spirit, the Spirit of regeneration, of grace, 
of faith, of peace, of fellowship, of adoption, in 
which we cry : Abba, Father ! To this end God 
gave His Son glory, in order that He might send 

* 1 Cor. XV. 17. t I^om. iv. 25. 
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forth this Spirit jfrom the Father, after that He had 
obtained it by his perfect obedience ; and thus we 
may venture to hope in God, and also know with 
perfect certainty concerning this our hope, that what 
God has promised He both can and will perform. 

O ! that we could always bear in mind, that it is 
through Christ we believe in God ! Then should 
we cleave to him alone, and acknowledge Him as the 
"Way, the Truth, and the Life ; we should seek no 
ground for faith in God in human authority, in the 
law of " do this," or the doctrine of " do that ;" such 
grounds of confidence are idle and vain. Whoso- 
ever will draw near to God must take Christ with 
him, must come with Him to God. Whosoever will 
believe in God must lean upon the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sin of the world, else his faith 
will be found to be vain. O, may we never forget 
how dead we are in ourselves previous to our con- 
version ; and how dead, how carnal, how sold under 
sin, and how altogether powerless, we are in ourselves, 
even after our conversion ; and how incompetent are 
all creatures, and all human authority, to give help 
in the hour of temptation, in the hour when we are in 
such a condition that our hope must be God, or we 
are utterly hopeless ! O, may we never forget what 
the apostle testifies : " There is no difference ) for all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God; 
being justified jfreely by his grace, through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus."* 

Human authority, fleshly virtue, power, and 
righteousness, excite faith and hope in such au- 

* Bom. iii. 22—24. 
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thority, in such righteousness, and not in God. But 
what is all faith and all hope that rests not on God ? 
In God's sight Christ alone hath life ; He alone hath 
honour, praise, and glory. Happy he who sees the 
Father in the Son, and with his eyes fixed upon his 
suflfering Immanuel, his risen King, his exalted In- 
tercessor, beholds God ! His faith and hope will 
then be in God, and not in the works of the flesh, 
in human authority or righteousness, praise or 
honour ; his faith and hope will be in God, because 
he has learnt to know Him as the God who has given 
biTn a Saviour, who has overcome death, who alone 
has life, and who alone possesses that righteousness 
and worth in which man can stand before God. 

God approached through Christ, God believed in 
through Christ, such, my beloved friends, is the only 
ground of faith, the only hope of deliverance and 
salvation: That God hath raised Christ from the 
dead, hath set Him at His right hand, and exalted 
Him to be our Prince and Saviour, — this is our con- 
fidence : All else is sin. 

The God of all mercy give unto you the heavenly 
eye-salve, even an enlightened mind in regard to 
death, sin, and affliction ; in regard to the emptiness 
and misery of the soul, in order that you may per- 
ceive it is only in these things that we have life. 
Amen. 
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SERMON X. 

"Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see 
that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently." — 
1 Peter i. 22. 

It has pleased the Holy Ghost to put on record 
for the instruction of after times, the good choice 
made by a Moabitish woman, (Ruth was her name,) 
and how she thereby earned a great reward. Naomi 
was a poor destitute widow, and in this condition 
journeyed from the land of Moab to her native town 
of Bethlehem ; for she had heard when in the country 
of Moab that the Lord had visited His people and 
given them bread. Her two daughters-in-law, Orpah 
and Ruth, accompanied her. But although God had 
visited His people and given them food, what security 
was there that Naomi should be able to find bread 
in her native place ? She set out for the place where 
it was to be obtained from the Lord, but she set out 
poor and sorrowful. And as she frequently de- 
clared to her daughters-in-law, that she could promise 
them no visible or temporal good by this journey to 
her country, Orpah had no desire to follow her 
mother-in-law any further, but left her, after twice 
weeping aloud because she was obliged either to 
renounce visible or invisible things. She conducted 
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herself with tenderness towards her mother-in-law, 
but Ruth had made h«r decision; as we read, "Orpah 
kissed her mother-in-law ; but Ruth clave unto her." 
And although Naomi said to her, " Behold, thy sister- 
in-law is gone back unto her people, and unto her 
gods : return thou after thy sister-in-law ;" she never- 
theless chose rather the reproach of Christ, than the 
enjoyment of sin for a season, and answered, ^^Intreat 
me not to leave thee, or to return from following 
after thee : for whither thou goest, I will go ; and 
where thou lodgest, I wiU lodge ; thy people shall 
be my people, and thy God my God."* 

Ruth never repented that she had chosen the good 
part, and attached herself to her mother-in-law; 
Orpah sought the world, and found death ; Ruth ob- 
tained eternal life, and an abundance of blessings 
besides, after that in spite of her poverty she had 
trusted in the living God, and given proof that she 
loved Him and His people above all visible things. 

The eyes of the Lord favourably regard such love 
and such a choice. A considerable portion of Holy 
Scripture contains exhortations and commands which 
enjoin us to act as Ruth did, and like her to be con- 
stant, or such as are given to strengthen and aid us 
in thus acting : " Thy people shall be my people, 
and thy God my God." 

Such a command is contained in the words we at 

present have under consideration ; " Seeing ye have 

purified your souls in obeying the truth through the 

Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that 

/e love one another with a piu*e heart fervently." 

* Kuth i. 14—16. 
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This command was needful at that time, and it is 
equally necessary now. Ruth, felt in regard to her 
mother-in-law, that it was the truth of Christ which 
made her free from the service of sin. She listened 
to this truth from the lips of Naomi, who often gave 
her the instruction, " This is the way, turn neither 
to the right hand nor the left.'* She believed the 
truth and obeyed it, walking in the way her mother- 
in-law set before her ; she shunned the by-paths that 
lead to destruction, and whenever the temptation 
arose in her mind to listen to those who from the 
love of unrighteousness hastened afi;er a false god, 
she struggled against it, and considered in her heart 
the difference between reality and appearance, be- 
tween truth and falsehood; and thus freed herself 
from the power of error, and clung more closely to 
her mother-in-law. She therefore did not seek to 
do the will of flesh and blood, but concerned herself 
only about God, about His peace, about a righteous- 
ness in which she might stand before Him, about 
the salvation of her soul. Ruth had thus purified 
her soul in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto 
unfeigned love of the brethren ; and, as her history 
proves, continued to love her mother-in-law with 
a pure heart, not merely as her mother-in-law, but 
as one born of God, as a member of the victorious 
Head ; and she did this fervently, for she was carefiil 
and willing, industrious and active, from early mom 
till late at night. She, who might have lived in Moab 
in good outward circumstances, in order to support 
her mother-in-law, whom she recognised as an heir 
of salvation, went into the fields as a poor destitute 
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girl, to pick up ears of com after those in whose 
eyes she might find favour. 

And thus it always is, where the article of the 
creed : " I beKeve in the communion of saints :" is 
not a mere word on the lips, but has become a truth 
in the life : such is brotherly love. 

This love was much sinned against in Peter's 
time ; and it is still much sinned against, even by 
those who are born of God, so long as they are not 
softened and humbled under God's commands through 
a deep sense of their sin and corruption ; through 
the full experience of the power of grace upon them, 
the knowledge of their free redemption, and the re- 
membrance how that redemption was effected. In 
order that such sinful conduct should be discontinued, 
we have the apostolic command contained in our 
text; a command which humbles, and yet exalts, those 
who bow before it. 

What was the case in Peter's time, and what is the 
case now ? Alas ! it then did, and still does, confirm 
the melancholy truth, that by nature we are inclined 
to hate God and our neighbour ; and that we have 
not only the inclination to do so, but we actually 
commit this sin. 

The small community to whom Peter wrote, were 
scattered here and there among Jews and heathens. 
The Jews in their self-righteousness hated them; 
the heathens hated them in their unrighteousness. 
And in the little community itself there was much 
discord and division, as had also occurred among the 
apostles themselves, amongst whom, even the last two 
nights before their Lord was taken from them, dis- 

K 
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putes had arisen, ^' which among them should be the 
greatest." Not all of those who lived thus ^^ scattered 
abroad," conld patiently continue to endure the 
hatred of the Jews and the heathens. They could 
not all implicitly receive the statement that to walk 
after the manner of the fathers was sinful, and that 
the doctrine of Christ was the only truth. They were 
not all equally able to distinguish the difference 
between the vehement zeal of false brethren, and 
the repose of grace. They could not all impli- 
citly believe that the word of faith could bring forth 
things apparently impossible, if they continued solely 
in this word, the word of the Lord. They did not 
all listen to the word of truth from the mouth of a 
sincere and upright brother ; but when he reproved 
and condemned that which deserved reproof and 
condemnation, they took occasion, on this account, 
to stand aloof from him when they met him in their 
assemblies; because their souls still hankered after 
their lusts, and the world which lieth in wickedness : 
they still loved too much to walk after the flesh; 
their hearts desired something besides divine grace, 
and therefore were not pure. And when the heart 
seeks after the world, and visible things, and self, 
and shrinks from following the Lamb whithersoever 
He goes, through rough as well as beaten paths, then 
do we not truly seek what is God's and our brother's, 
but we seek God and our brother for selfish ends. 
The heart then only feigns love ; it loves for its own 
advantage ; it will not acknowledge a God who main- 
tains His law, nor a brother who disapproves of evil 
ajid selfish ways, who condemns the lusts of the flesh. 
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and faithfully seeks to put transgressors in the right 
way. 

Many evils arose out of this perverseness, which 
disturbed the peace of the community. From hence 
arose all kinds of deceit, so that men professed inten- 
tions widely different from those they entertained ; 
all manner of hypocrisy, men giving themselves out 
for something altogether unlike what they were, and 
professing other objects than those they really aimed 
at; all manner of envy, so that each grudged his 
brother the possession of the gifts which God had 
miraculously bestowed upon him ; and all manner of 
calumny, so that when a brother acted from godly 
motives, they distorted his intentions, and declared 
them to be malicious, thus judging one another. 
From this arose much strife in the outward relations 
and circumstances of life ; quarrels about straws ; 
making a man an offender for a word ; extreme per- 
tinacity of opinion ; and thus it only needed a spark 
to set everything in a blaze. 

Is such want of love still to be met with among 
Christians ? Can there be any who still sin thus 
against their brethren, after having received the 
knowledge of the truth, and forsaken the evil ways 
of the world ? Is such sinfulness still found amongst 
us ? Are there still those among us who have not 
purified their souls from the love of those who " say 
they are Jews, and are not, but do lie ;" those who 
defile both body and soul by mixing in the unright- 
eousness and idolatry of the heathen (that is, the 
unconverted,) who know not God ? Are there still 
among us those who say with Ahab : This or the 

K 2 
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Other is a prophet ; but I hate him^ for he nerer 
prophesies good of my ways, but only evil ? Are 
there still among us those who call a righteous bro- 
ther unrighteous, because he will not countenance 
their unrighteous lust ; those who, in a moment, will 
make out a brother to be a devil, because through 
him their wickedness has been discovered? Are 
there those who give a preference to the flesh, and 
who would like a brotherly love that would call flesh 
spirit, and night, day? Are there still among us 
those, who so love to please themselves, that they do 
not know how to bear with a weak brother, but are 
unkind towards him, and judge him harshly, because 
he does not see things as they do ? Are there yet 
those who would rather throw all things into confii- 
sion than humble themselves under God's law; and 
at the exhortation of the brethren, turn from their 
worldliness, their covetousness, and all their evils? 
Are there those who would rather that a brother should 
fall, than that they should with true self-denial, take 
the stumbling-block out of the way ? Are there yet 
those who for the sake of worthless things, for reasons 
of which they would themselves be ashamed were 
they obliged to avow them, repine at the prosperity 
of others, and cease to look with a friendly eye upon 
them? Are there yet among us those who dwell 
under the same roof, who have one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, who come to the same table to eat the 
Lord's body, and drink the Lord's blood shed for 
the forgiveness of sins ; and who yet have made a 
gulf between them, like the guK between heaven 
and hell ? 
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Bat why ask any further ? As I have much to 
thank God for, in regard to your unfeigned brotherly 
love towards one another, as well as to all saints, 
so have I also cause to praise your obedience, dear 
brethren and sisters, who also know yourselves 
to be guilty in the sight of Grod in this matter ! Ye 
will diligently hearken to the apostolic word : " De- 
stroy not him with thy meat for whom Christ died."* 
You will from henceforth cease in your social meet- 
ings always to make a brother or a sister the object 
of calumny ; and in the consciousness of your own 
corruption, will only speak in psalms and hymns of 
Him, who is not ashamed to call us brethren,t and 
who has banished to hell him who day and night 
accuses us before God.ij: Even now will you break 
the cheek-teeth of the devil with this, that from the 
heart you reach out the hand to one another, and 
help to throw the aspersions cast on one another into 
the abyss of everlasting mercy, so that we may act 
before God in accordance with what we read of Him : 
" Thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back into 
/ the depths of the sea."§ 

My beloved brethren ! if we had heaven and hell 
at our disposal, we should every day receive one into 
heaven who pleased us, and cast one into hell who 
ran counter to us. When we walk after the flesh, 
and then hear the truth of Christ, we become ex- 
tremely angry. When we are exceedingly angry, 
and begin to condemn and upbraid, it is a proof that 
we are in the wrong, and that we prefer the lie of 

* Kom. XV. 15. f Heb. ii. 11. I Kev. xiii. 10. 
§ Isa. xxxviii. 17; Mic. vn. 19. 
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unrighteousness to heavenly truth. If, on the con- 
trary, we repent, and acknowledge the truth, then 
shall we hearken to the truth, and by thus " obeying 
the truth " we shall purify our souls from all self- 
righteous egotism, from all dalliance with the Jewish 
world, or the heathen world. This we shall do 
" through the Spirit," that is through faith in free, 
unconditional mercy; and then will be manifested 
an " unfeigned love of the brethren." 

If you seek intercourse with the brethren in order 
to gratify your own desires, and do the will of the 
flesh, seeking carnal ease, or wealth, or honour, then 
are yc idolaters, and your love is hypocrisy ; because 
if you find not in them that which the flesh seeks 
after, then your love turns at once into hatred. But 
when you come to the brethren as lost sinners, as 
those who from the flesh (and especially from your 
own) expect nothing more — ^when you come hav- 
ing a God rich in mercy, and a Saviour in whose 
wounds is forgiveness of all sin and guilt: then 
your going out and coming in, your intercourse 
with the brethren, will be without falsehood; you 
will not seek your own things, but the things of 
others with earnestness and sincerity; every thing 
will proceed from the heart, from ^^ a pure heart," 
in which grace, free, everlasting grace, dwells and 
rules. 

Shall we, then, sufier our brother's unrighteous- 
ness to continue, and only cover it with the mantle 
of love ? To this I answer, in the first place, that 
the law says : " Thou shalt not hate thy brother in 
thine heart ; thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neigh- 
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hour, and not suffer sin upon him."* Next, I re- 
mind you how, when God would destroy Israel, and 
make Moses a great man, Moses himself stood in the 
breach and pleaded for the people, saying : " Blot 
me, I pray thee, out of the book of life." Lastly, 
what do you desire from God for yourself, especially 
upon your death-bed ? But some wish to exercise 
love, and yet wound and slay therewith. Lift up 
the staff of the word, and strive with this in the 
Spirit; conquer through love ; smite only in righte- 
ousness ;t slay the wolf, that accuses the shepherd 
of want of love, because he will not suffer the sheep 
to be devoured ; so will it strike his conscience that 
the want of love and the murderous spirit is on his 
side. Many a wolf has thus become a lamb. 

Whosoever is humbled under the command of the 
apostle, is at the same time exalted thereby, while it 
sets forth the motives wherefore we should " love one 
another with a pure heart fervently." These motives 
we shall consider at a future opportunity. 

I shall conclude at present with one necessary 
observation. The apostle says : " Seeing ye have 
purified your souls, see that ye love one another." 
By this expression, he draws our souls out of the im- 
purity of a mere pretended spiritual walk, out of our 
unlawful commerce with falsehood, the world, and 
self-righteousness, and represents us as active in bro- 
therly love. What was the apostle regarding when 
he thus wrote, what was his point of view ? He 
looked upon Christ's cross and grave : his point of 
view was Golgotha, and the stone rolled away from 

* Lev. xix. 17. f ^ S**^* ^^^^' 
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the sepulchre ; Christ's death for us His enemies : 
Christ's resurrection and ascension to the right hand 
of God. 

Let this, then, be our point of view, and that 
which by our own power could never be performed, 
(since truly in us, as well as out of us, there is nothing 
but falsehood and enmity), shall be fully accom- 
plished in the power of the blood of atonement, in 
the power of Christ's resurrection, in the power of 
the Holy Spirit obtained through Him, according to 
the will of our Father who is in heaven, who saves 
us, not according to our works, but according to His 
own purpose and grace. Amen. 
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*' Being bom again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, 
by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. For 
all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of 
grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth 
away ; but the word of the Lord endureth for ever." — 1 Peter 
i. 2a— 25. 

Every one who is in reality dead, who merely has a 
fictitious spiritual life, listens time after time to the 
preaching of the word, hears time after time the com- 
mandments of God, and remains exactly what he was 
before ; he makes the application to others, never to 
himself; if others would obey the commandments 
then all would be right ; but he himself touches not 
one of them with his finger. If one thus perverted 
feels that the reproof is meant for him, he becomes 
angry, obstinate, and morose, so that there is no 
dealing with him ; he nourishes his wrath in secret, 
until at length he gives vent to it in words that are 
like swords with which he pierces the innocent, and 
in his heart slays the upright; and he evades the 
command with the impious expression, I cannot do 
this, and if I cannot be saved without it, I shall never 
be saved. Every one who possesses true spiritual 
life, on the contrary, has a sincere reverence for God's 
commands, and desires from his heart to order his life 
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and conversation according to them. Wliile listening 
to the word, therefore, he continually makes the appli- 
cation to himself; and if he for the moment resists this, 
or the other command, through the impulse of carnal 
self-righteousness, the pride of the creature is soon laid 
low in the dust ; his heart is broken, his eyes over- 
flow, and he willingly takes upon himself the gentle 
yoke of Christ, to love God above all, and his neigh- 
bour as himself. 

With all those who have a pretended spiritual 
life, brotherly love is mere hypocrisy. They love, 
in order that they may be loved again; they love 
that they may obtain fleshly praise and honour, and 
may find for themselves that which will satisfy their 
avarice and worldly desires, and that their perverted 
way may be called a right way. If they find not 
this, then their love is turned into strife, anger, and 
deadly hatred. 

In all those whose hearts have been renewed, 
brotherly love is from God ; therefore it is sincere ; 
therefore it is fervent, and from the heart. It is a 
love that seeks not its own, but seeks God and its 
neighbour. When the command comes to the child 
of God, it first humbles him because he finds not 
such love in himself; but it then exalts him, by urging 
him to seek divine grace, through which brotherly 
love is produced and kept alive by the Holy Spirit, 
so that love will flow out of itself without trouble. 

The true children of God are obedient children, 
because the Spirit of the Lord is in them. Therefore 
when their transgressions are discovered to them, 
and the commandments of God held up before them. 
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they have no wish but to obey them; but at the same 
time they confess in truth and humility, that they 
are not able of themselves to do this, and so they are 
led to the Lord, yea, driven to Him, through their 
weakness ; they wish to run in the way of God's 
commandments, and therefore they seek grace ; and 
through the grace and teaching of the Spirit, they 
see and feel the importance, the excellence, the truth, 
and beauty, of the commandments ; because they see 
in grace all things prepared for them, while in the 
light of the Spirit they look into this grace ; they see 
what they have become ; through what means they 
have become such ; what they are in and for them- 
selves, and especially what human nature is in itself. 

And these are the reasons upon which the apostle 
grounds the command respecting brotherly love, in 
the words which we have to consider at this time : 
^^ Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God which liveth and 
abideth for ever. For all flesh is as grass, and all the 
glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass 
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away ; but 
the word of the Lord endureth for ever." 

This, then, is the reason which the apostle gives 
for his command of unfeigned brotherly love : Be- 
cause ye have been born again. What a precious 
gospel is this, with which to come to those who had 
given so much occasion that he should press this 
commandment upon them : Love one another with 
a pure heart fervently I It is as if he said : You, 
whose souls are yet stained with the impurity of false 
doctrine and self-righteousness, and have still no 
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sincere fellowship with the true witnesses of Christ ; 
you, who still through self-love, commit so many 
sins ; you, who have still among one another so much 
strife and contention, and, therefore, are so slothful 
and indolent in seeking each other's spiritual wel- 
fare ; you, who, by your self-pleasing, rather throw 
a stumbling-block in the way of a brother, than per- 
form the duty of removing all stumbhng-blocks out 
of the way; you, who do all these things, even 
you, are bom again ! Mark this well, my beloved, 
you, who have always somewhat against this or the 
other brother, about which, to please yourselves, you 
make an idle talk ; mark it well, you, who, from self- 
love put all manner of stumbling-blocks in the way 
of an upright brother, instead of labouring to remove 
stumbling-blocks ; the apostle does not cast us into 
hell, he draws us heavenwards. What does he say ? 
Ye are children of the Most High God, children of 
the Father in heaven ; ye have been taken out of the 
old stem of Adam and planted in Christ ; you have 
no longer the nature of the old Adam, through the 
grace of Christ ye have become partakers of the divine 
nature ; ye have put on the new man, ye have put 
on Christ, and have put off the old man with his 
deeds. Thus the apostles always speak; and when 
it is needful for them to come forward with the com- 
mandments of the Lord, they first catch the fish with 
the gospel net, in order to have them within the 
power of Christ's love ; this is what the apostle Peter 
does here. By saying that we are " born again,*' he 
means a birth of God, by which all enmity to God 
and our neighbour (which the fleshly birth brings 
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with it) are taken away from us ; and we are, at the 
same time, taken out of the mire of sin and malice, 
purified therefrom, and brought, through the sanc- 
tification of the Spirit and faith in Jesus Christ, to 
heaven, to fellowship with God : and we are thus 
made partakers of such a new birth, as fills us with 
love to God, to our brother, and to our neighbour. 

Such is the truth as it is in Jesus. But every one 
will be brought into a fearful dilemma who, in con- 
sequence of this truth, argues thus : What harm can 
it do me to mix a little with the self-righteous Jewish 
world, or the unrighteous heathen world, though I 
should through this, cause that or the other brother 
to stumble ? What harm can it do me, though I 
live in strife and dissension with this or that brother ? 
Let others look after his welfare; I shall go to 
heaven, because I have been bom again. Let such 
a one understand the apostolic doctrine : If thou art 
indeed born again, thou hast put away all malice, and 
every scandal wherewith thou mightest offend the 
weakest believer. And let him also look forward, 
and see if he can die in peace with a lie in his right 
hand. The books will be opened before the Judge, 
and then it will be said : His walk was not upright ; 
there was no love in him ; therefore his regeneration 
was altogether fictitious. Truly, 

God's Spirit gives the Christian might, 
And where He works, be sure the fight 

With victory shall be crowned. 
When God uplifts His mighty hand, 
No more can Satan's empire stand, 

But falls in heaps around. 
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This " born again " of the apostle's, is truly com- 
forting and heart-reviving to one who, with a con- 
trite mind, lies low under a sense of his sinfulness 
and want of love. Through such a " good message," 
a man finds that, sinner and transgressor though he 
be, he is taken up into heaven by Christ Jesus, and 
as a child, laid on the bosom of his heavenly Father, 
and there tastes the sweetness of a full pardon of all 
his sins, through the all-sufiicient atonement of Christ. 
And when he feels that he is thus tenderly loved, 
then is he zealous and diligent to purify his soul for 
the exercise of unfeigned brotherly love ; then he 
loves out of a pure heart, fervently and actively, as 
Ruth loved her mother-in-law. And this he will do 
more and more, in proportion as he views all things 
in the light of that Spirit, through whose operations 
a man is born again, and becomes a child of God. 

" Not of corruptible seed," says the apostle. My 
dear friends ! there is a doctrine which is an imita- 
tion of the doctrine of Christ, a doctrine which seems 
to be according to God's word; but it is merely 
gilded over with it, and in reality is only a doctrine 
of the flesh. Through such a doctrine one attains to 
a mock conversion, a mock regeneration, and a mock 
piety. Thus a man becomes somewhat, he glitters 
and shines, and is regarded as peculiarly excellent, 
by many who willingly walk after the flesh, and not 
after the Spirit. But this doctrine is a corruptible 
seed, and that which is born of it is corruptible also. 

Such persons cannot produce any works that are 
good in the sight of God, because they lack the 
power to do so, the. power of Christ's resurrection. 
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And whatever is hatched out of such a doctrine deals 
with God's commandments as it pleases ; the man 
who holds it huilds a heaven for himself, is devoured 
with self-love, loves the things of the flesh, and shuns 
and hates the things of the Spirit. And that which is 
born of the flesh necessarily persecutes that which is 
born of the Spirit. But the apostle here exalts the doc- 
trine of Christ when he says : Ye are not born again 
out of such corruptible seed ; and he praises that seed, 
the doctrine of Christ, of which all are born again who 
are really and truly regenerate. He here calls the 
doctrine of Christ, the living word ; *^ the word of 
God which liveth and abideth for ever." This is 
that living word, of which Wisdom testifies in Prov. 
viii. 35, 36 : " Whoso findeth me findeth life, and 
shall obtain favour of the Lord. But he that sinneth 
against me, wrongeth his own soul: all they that 
hate me, love death." And again in Prov. xii. 28 : 
'^ In the way of righteousness is life ; and in the 
pathway thereof there is no death." It is that word 
of God of which such great and glorious things are 
said in the nineteenth Psalm ; that word which en- 
dureth for ever, whereof it is testified : " Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but my word shall not 
pass away." And again, in Prov. ii. 7, 8: "He 
layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous ; he is a 
buckler to them that walk uprightly. He keepeth 
the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of 
his saints." The doctrine which teaches to walk 
after the fiesh, is a seed like that of natural birth : 
death is inherent in it, and that which is conceived 
and born of it is subject to death, and to all its mo- 
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tions and works. It is the devil's word, imitating 
the word of God.; and there is no stability in it ; it 
melts like wax, or like snow before the sun of right- 
eousness. Therefore the ungodly shall not stand 
in the judgment, but their way shall perish. The 
doctrine of Christ, on the contrary, is a seed which 
has life in itself, which has the blessing of this life, 
and gives eternal life to those in whom it is sown. 
This seed produces a being who lives to God in 
Christ Jesus ; because it does not originate in man 
a faith without works, which by itself is dead, but 
a living faith in God, through which he believes 
God, and is filled with love to God and his brother. 
Because whosoever " loveth him that begat, loveth 
him also that is begotten of him." This seed is also 
the word of God, so that it alone brings forth fruit, 
such fruit as cannot be expected from the creature ; 
but this seed produces it, at least, when it abides in 
us. Whosoever knows that he is bom again by the 
word of God, will not in his regenerated state rebel 
against God's word and commandments, but will 
yield to them, and obey them. He will also know 
that he will thus be able to hold on to the end, and 
at length obtain thereby the victory of love. For 
this he needs not to accumulate any strength of his 
own, but merely to cling to the word, which brings 
forth abiding fruit. For this word can maintain 
itself firmly, because it " endureth for ever ; " 
but hatred, envy, anger, dissension, and every 
thing of the flesh that opposes itself to the Spirit, 
must come to nothing, while this word obtains the 
victory. 
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The apostle speaks thus of the word, thus highly 
exalts it, in order that we may be mindful of the 
means by which we have been born again. Because 
there are some who think they have been born again 
who are quite ignorant of the means whereby rege- 
neration is accomplished. Therefore they can dally 
with the lusts of the flesh, they can give offence to 
their brother and to the church of God, live in strife 
and division with their brother, and can deal with 
the various forms of truth contained in the word, as 
if they were so many wax figures, which, according 
to their own desires, they pidl one way to-day and 
another way to-morrow. On the contrary, those 
who are really bom of the Kving seed, of the word 
of God which abideth for ever, this seed remaineth 
in them, so that they sin not ; that is, they cannot 
defile themselves with the world ; and they no longer 
withstand the sacred word that urges them to bro- 
therly love and forgiveness ; but it is in them the 
truth of Christ that they walk in the light, and act 
according to their prayer : " Forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us." They 
know the living word, the word of God, that abideth 
for ever, through which they are born again ; know 
ye not this word ? it runs thus : " By grace are ye 
saved, through faith ; and that not of yourselves : it 
is the gift of God : not of works, lest any man should 
boast."* And again : ^^ What hast thou that thou 
didst not receive ?"t Can we be born again through 
any other word than the word which declares the 
forgiveness of all our sins and transgressions ? He 

* Eph. ii. 8, 9. t 1 Cor. iv. 7. 

L 



146 SERMONS ON I. PETER I. 

who has been born again, was it not by the word 
that came to him, which the Holy Spirit enabled 
him to lay hold on by faith, and through which he 
found himself eternally saved by a gracious God 
and Father, before whose throne he saw himself ac- 
quitted, and all the burden of his sin at once removed, 
through the power of that all-sufficient righteousness 
brought in by the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, God's 
Son? Where such words as these have sunk into 
the heart : " Thy sins are forgiven thee ; thy faith 
hath made thee whole ; my grace will never forsake 
thee ; I have drawn thee to me in pure loving-kind- 
ness;" has there ever been any other experience 
than this, that it is good, eternally good and blessed 
for a man to abide by such mercy, grace, and for- 
giveness ; to walk continually in this light ; ^^ it is 
of grace and not by works ;" and gladly to forgive 
his fellow-servant the little debt he owes him, since 
he has at once and without reserve, received forgive- 
ness of his own immeasurable debt? Has one ever 
had any other experience than this, that from the 
time when, out of pure grace he was drawn out of 
the pool of iniquity, and set upon the rock of ever- 
lasting mercy, he could not open, his mouth any 
more for shame and contrition ? Before the judg- 
ment-seat of God, what becomes of all the glory, 
the goodness, the piety, the uprightness, the virtue, 
of human nature ? Is it not there made manifest that 
all which comes of the flesh and of man, is as grass, 
and as a faded flower ? Is not this the confession of 
every one who is born of God ? I, in and of myself, 
am but as withered grass, and all my glory is as a faded 
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flower ; all my natural comeHttess and beauty I have 
myself utterly brought to ruin, and from the flesh 
and the glory of man there is nothing more to be 
expected. 

He who rightly understands this, will surely 
never, at the expense of the doctrine of Christ, 
which demands purity of soul, defile himself with 
the flesh ! He will not seek to clothe himself with 
the vain glory and righteousness of man ; and O ! 
he will surely not exact too much from his brother ! 
He will not stand upon his supposed rights, but be 
the first to remove every cause of discord out of the 
way ; he will remember that God knows we are but 
dust and ashes ; that it is out of the pure goodness, 
long-suffering patience, and great mercy of God, 
that he is, and has continued, that which he is, and 
has continued to be: namely, a blessed, happy, 
child, who has learnt from his heavenly Father to 
be faithful and kind to his brethren in affliction and 
death, and to forgive them as his Father hath for- 
given ; according to his word : " I knew that thou 
wert a transgressor from thy youth up, but I have 
freely forgiven thine iniquities." And therefore the 
apostle is right (in order that we may lay it to heart, 
and from our own flesh and righteousness, as well as 
from our brethren, so far as they are fallen creatures, 
expect nothing that is pleasing to the flesh,) when 
he proclaims to the church out of the prophet Isaiah 
— " The grass withereth, and the flower thereof 
falleth away, but the word of the Lord endureth 
for ever." Yes, the word of the Lord Jesus — I re- 
peat it again ; the word of the Lord Jesus endureth 

L 2 
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for ever. And this is his word : " I give my life for 
my sheep." " By this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love one to another." 
" My sheep hear my voice, and they follow me." 
Amen. 
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" And this is the word which hy the gospel is preached unto 
you."— 1 Peter i. 25. 

'* My daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee, that 
it may be well with thee !"* Thus said Naomi to 
Ruth. This rest lay in the words and counsel which 
out of the fulness of the truth of God's grace, Naomi 
imparted to her. And Naomi was certain of this, 
that the word she communicated had proceeded 
from the mouth of God, that her counsel was accord- 
ing to that righteousness which alone is of any avail 
in His sight, that it would therefore make Ruth 
happy if she followed it, and that the word would 
give her rest if she acted in accordance with it. 
Ruth listened to the counsel, and was obedient to 
the word, humbling, yea, even contrary to all pro- 
priety, though it appeared to be ; and she found 
rest, and also, what exaltation ! It went well with 
her, and how royally ! 

Do we also possess a word wherein it is said to us. 
My son, my daughter I will procure thee rest, that 
it shall be well with thee ? Most certainly we have 
such a word. " All flesh is as grass, and all the 
glory of man as the flower of grass ; the grass 
withereth, and its flower falleth away. But the 

* Ruth iii. 1. 
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word of the Lord abideth for ever," this yields us 
rest ; so that it goes well with us if we act in con- 
formity with all it says. We have the declaration of 
the Lord which never fails, but for ever accomplishes 
that which it commands, and ftdfils what it promises, 
if we abide by His word. This the apostle testifies 
in the statement with which our chapter con- 
cludes : — 

" And this is the word which by the gospel is 
preached unto you :" or, as we may also translate 
it. This is the declaration, of which the good mes- 
sage, or good news, has been brought to you. 

Was it necessary that the apostle should make this 
observation to those to whom he wrote ? And is it 
necessary that we also should lay to heart that which 
he has here added ? Alas ! man's instability is great. 
Who is there that needs not to be strengthened 
when in temptation? How soon is a man drawn 
away from his most holy faith, how soon led into the 
way of error ! How often does the devil succeed in 
casting into the soul, all manner of doubts, yea, even 
of wicked thoughts, concerning God's everlasting 
truth and grace, concerning the only way of salva- 
tion, and the only Name in which there is redemp- 
tion ! How soon is the soul, through the vehement 
representations of false brethren, through an appear- 
ance of exalted piety, driven from the simplicity of 
Christ ! How soon does she forget the only means 
through which help can come to her, and grasp after 
other means, that appear more suitable to the fleshly 
mind! The apostles were human beings; men of 
like passions with ourselves ; sinful men. That they 
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were sinful men, they themselves testify; thus, 
Peter says not : " Who himself bare your sins in his 
own body on the tree," but, " our sins ;"* John does 
not declare : " He is the propitiation for your sins," 
he says, " for our sins ;"t and Paul acknowledges 
regarding himself : " I see another law in my mem- 
bers warring against the law of my mind, and bring- 
ing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in 
my members." And again : ^* I know that in me, 
that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing. "J 

Were not the infallibility, th6 divine authority of 
the teaching and writings of such men, at that time, 
called in question, opposed^ and i-ejected, by many 
false brethren? We learn this froM Peter, when 
we attentively consider his second iepistle. We 
learn it fronl Paul in his second epistle to the 
Gorinthians,§ and in his epistle to the Galatians, iii 
which he is even obliged to say : " Ain I therefore 
biecome your enemy because I tell you the truth ?"|| 
We know it from John, who testifies in his third 
epistle : " I wrote unto this chutch ; but JDiotrephes, 
who loveth to have the pre-eminence among them, 
receiveth us not. "If So much the more was it the 
duty of the apostles, as faithful shepherds of souls, at 
every opportunity to tnake the church conscious, 
that what they declared or wrote to the church, was 
not the word of man but the word of God. Hence, 
Peter also declares before the whole church at 
Jerusalem : " Ye know how that a good while ago, 
God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my 

* 1 Pet. ii. 24. + 1 John ii. 2. \ Kom. vii. 23, 18. 
§ 2 Cor. 10, 11. II Gal. iv. 16. If 2 John y. 9. 
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mouth should hear the word of the gospel and 
believe."* Therefore, John says : " Whosoever 
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of 
Christ (^ which he had brought to them/) hath not 
God."t And Paul : ^' Therefore we ought to give 
the more earnest heed to the things which we have 
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. 
For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and 
every transgression and disobedience received a just 
recompense of reward ; how shall we escape, if we 
neglect so great salvation ; which at the first began to 
be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us 
by them that heard him; God also bearing them 
witness, both with signs and wonders, and with 
divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, accord- 
ing to his own will ?"{ And again : " Though we, 
or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 
unto you than that ye have received, let him be 
accursed. "§ And again : " Moreover, brethren, I 
declare unto you the gospel — ^by which ye are saved, 
if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you."|| 
And again : ^^ To write the same things to you, to 
me, indeed, is not grievous, but for you it is safe."^ 
And again : " For this cause, also, thank we God 
without ceasing, because when ye received the word 
of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as 
the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of 
God."** Peter testifies the same in the epistle now 
under consideration : " I have written unto you 
briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true 

* Acts. XV. 7. f 2 Jolin v. 9. I Heb. ii. 1— -4. § Gal. i. 8. 
1 Cor. XV. 1, 2. If Phillip, iu. 1. ** 1 Thess. i. 13 
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grace of God wherein ye stand."t And in our text : 
^^ This is the word which by the gospel is preached 
unto you :" or : ^^ This is the declaration, of which 
the good news has been brought to you." 

Since the good news has been brought to us of 
what the Lord has said to us, of that which has come 
out of the mouth of God, ought we then to seek for 
the rest of the soul where it cannot be found ? Ought 
not each soul to listen with attention, and inquire 
diligently ? Will not every soul that feels itself 
weary and heavy-laden through alienation from God, 
and thus at the same time under condemnation, 
anxiously ask: Is there in heaven still grace for me? 
Is there any counsel, anyway, by which even I may be 
be delivered from destruction ? Has God still thoughts 
of peace towards me ? Is there for me, even for me, 
still an entrance into rest, that I may not be eter- 
nally miserable ? Is there indeed forgiveness for my 
great guilt ; can the sins of my youth, and my pre- 
sent sins, be indeed blotted out? Will God not 
reject me, will He Himself still receive me ? Is 
there yet a way through which even I may attain 
to righteousness of life ? How shall I become free 
from sin, and in harmony with the law ; how shall 
I be delivered from death ? How can it ever be that I 
shall one day see God, not as an angry Judge, but 
as my reconciled God ? When the soul is moved to 
such questions as these, who brings to her a declara- 
tion from the mouth of the Lord, a gracious and cer- 
tain declaration, which can illumine the gloom of the 
grave and overcome the power of darkness ? Who 

* 1 Peter v. 12 
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brings a true and faithful word that gives to the des- 
ponding soul the certainty that it is indeed a word 
for eternity, that it is God's word, to Which in every 
difficulty of life, in every decision, every turning, 
every step, on which everlasting weal or woe, life or 
death, depend, she may securely trust ? Do not the 
prophets do this, do not the apostles of the Lord 
Jesus do the same, to whom the Lord himself gave 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven ? And since the 
Lord has thus spoken : '* I pray for them also which 
shall believe on me through their word ;"* and they 
now upon the great question. What must I do to be 
saved ? make answer : *^ Believe on the Lord Jestis 
Christ and thou shalt be saved and thy house,"t is 
not this, then, virtually the declaration of the Lord ? 
Does it not then bring us the good news ? Have we 
not then every reason to receive this good news as 
out of the mouth of the Lord, to believe it, and to abide 
by it? Have We not every reason to stand fast by those 
who have received the apostle's word as the word of the 
Lord? Have we not good cause to walk in the foot- 
steps of the flock, to remain in the community of the 
true saints, who undismayed and unmoved, cleave to 
the apostolic word ? Have we not every reason to 
associate ourselves to those, Whatever it may cost, and 
whatever may be the consequences of so doing ? Or 
is there something to be deducted from the apostolic 
word, that so many take the subject of brotherly love 
so little to heart, that they lightly esteem the little 
ones that believe on the Lord, lay all manner of 
stumbling-blocks in their way, and occasion much 

* John xvii. 20. f Acts. xvi. 31. 
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scandal; and rather seek after the self-righteous 
Jews, and the unrighteous world, on account of their 
mock piety/ than the upright, who without deceit 
abide in the simplicity of Christ, and walk according 
to His word and commandments ? 

There is a great truth, my beloved friends, which 
will be more and more made known to you, for all 
experience confirms it, it is this : "All flesh is as 
grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass; 
the grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth 
away." And there is another great truth which 
must no less be proclaimed to you ; the faithful ex- 
perience it, lay it to heart, and derive therefrom 
everlasting comfort ; it is this : " The word of the 
Lord endureth for ever." 

Every one who lives and abides in the apostolic 
word, will continue therein, because he is spirit ; and 
he continues, because the apostolic word, the seed 
out of which he was born, is a living and eternally 
enduring word of God. Every one who abides not 
in the apostolic word, proves himself to be flesh; 
and all his thoughts, his devices, his desires,, and his 
doings, whatever appearance of piety they may have, 
are flesh, and he and his actions are like grass, like 
withered grass cast into the oven. Alas ! who believes 
such a report ? who expects not his success in this 
life from the flesh ? who expects not his progress 
through the world, his advancement in piety, from 
the glory and goodness of man, whose breath is in 
his nostrils ? Understand this once for all, every one 
of you who hear me, that only in the grace of the 
Holy Spirit, only in faith in God, only in the glory 
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and goodness of the Lord Jesus, can rest and pros- 
perity be obtained for us and our seed, in spirit, soul, 
and body, for this life and the next. Only in faith, 
only in the grace of Christ, only in the fellowship of 
the Spirit, only by continuance in the word that 
proceeds from the mouth of God, have we any part 
in the victory with which our Lord conquered a 
three-fold temptation, when he silenced Satan with 
the sentence : " It is written," and thus glorified the 
word which we abandon. 

There are many who seek to attain this rest by 
something else than the word of faith. Many would 
improve corrupt human nature. Many would amend 
morals. Some are set upon perfection, some on self- 
sanctification ; some affect a high degree of spiri- 
tuality, and ascend the ladder of self-glorification. 
Many look to free-will, to that which the natural 
man thinks he can attain. But every one who thus 
^^willeth and runneth," every one who does not be- 
lieve that all things connected with our salvation 
depend upon a mercifiil God, upon the word of faith, 
wherein* the believer peacefully walks with God, 
will at last be overcome by the threefold temptation 
with which Satan tempts the world. All who trust 
in flesh, who seek honour and glory from human ex- 
cellency, shall find their hearts entangled in unbelief, 
credulity, or superstition,' shall fall and wither away, 
and die the second death. Because, ^^ cursed is the 
man that maketh flesh his arm."* Flesh may build 
by the side of the word what it will : the higher the 
building the greater the fall, because it is built upon 

* Jer. xvii. 5. 
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the sand.* Let human glory, without the word, or 
contrary to the word, attain to what height it may, 
it nevertheless falls down in its own shame and dis- 
grace.f God does not permit that man should ask , 
of the dead rather than the living ; He allows not 
His honour, nor the glory of His eternal word to be 
taken away. There have at all times been persons 
who possessed every thing we find mentioned in He- 
brews vi. 4, 5, yet in whom these things were not 
connected with salvation. Such people were cer- 
tainly partakers of the Holy Ghost, as formerly the 
false brethren were, who came from Jerusalem 
and disturbed the church; but they grieved the 
Spirit of the Lord; they considered themselves 
of more importance than the eternal word. The 
Spirit chastised them, that they might serve the 
word, and subject themselves to it. But in their 
folly they set themselves above the word ; and yet 
maintained that they were God's children, that God 
was their Father. They were, in their dark ignorance, 
no longer flesh or fleshly ; J they were no longer as 
grass, and their glory should remain. They hated 
to be told that " the grass withereth, and the flower 
thereof falleth away." Their language was : " We 
are the people ; we are honourable people ; people 
in whom is no falsehood;" and many followed after 
them, who were more anxious to be saluted as children 
of God, than to listen to and obey the word of faith. 
And what has been at all times the end of such a 
course ? The lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, which had long been 

* Matt. vii. 26. f Num. xxiv. 1—4. J Kom. vii. 14 
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nourished in the heart, have then come to light; and 
what had boasted itself as being spirit, was now 
proved to be flesh ; and what had been regarded as 
a star that would certainly lead to the stable where 
Christ lay, was found to be an ignis fatuus that led 
into a swamp. Thus has it been, thus it is, and 
thus it will ever continue to be. Whosoever sows 
to his own flesh or delights and comforts himself 
in the flesh, will of the flesh reap corruption. 
Whoever trusts in the glory of man, whatsoever be 
the nature of this glory, shall be brought to shame. If 
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, exalt themselves above 
the everlasting word, it matters not that the whole 
congregation of Israel call them " the people of the 
Lord,"* they will notwithstanding come to nought. 
And when the tribes of Jacob refuse to bow beneath 
the Shepherd's rod of the only High Priest, then 
must they experience that in the sight of God their 
rods are barren, that in His sight no fruit shall be 
found thereon.f Their faith points to the ground, 
and seeks to make bread out of stones, instead of pa* 
tiently waiting on the " word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God," in which there is provision for our 
sustenance and support. The work of that man will 
vanish in smoke, who sets himself upon a pinnacle of 
the temple, in order that he may perform some 
hazardous feat of faith to be seen of men. The devil 
exalts men, that their fall may be the greater ; but 
those who walk humbly before God, holding fast by 
the word, and maintaining its principles, though 
danger, want, suffering, and persecution for the word 

* Num. xvi. 41. f Num. xvii. 8 — 12. 
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of righteousness threaten them ; who quietly scatter 
the seed of the word around them, by their life as 
well as their teaching, sowing the precious seed 
in tears and sighs ; to such will God show his salva- 
tion; and in the fiery furnace their three will become 
four. That love will be punished as hatred to God 
and our neighbour, which leads those, who with 
pious zeal desiring to help the declining church, 
seeking to steer the ship of the word through the 
breakers, for this end, even for a moment, consent to 
do homage to the devil. 

Happy is it for him who, in all his expectations 
from the flesh (his own flesh also,) having been 
brought to shame, has grace given him that he may 
not also doubt the living God, but firmly cling to 
the apostolic word : ** There is therefore now no con- 
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit."* 

Happy he who, feeling that in himself is neither 
wisdom nor deliverance, even though the flesh may 
rage, and threaten him with the anger of heaven or 
hell, seeks no more after the flesh, nor after the glory 
of any creature, though he may appear to be exalted 
to the very heavens, but lays fast hold on the word 
that is brought to him by the mouth and the pen of 
the apostle : " Being justified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." 
And again : ^^ Therefore we conclude that a man is 
justified by faith, without the deeds of the law."t 
This is, indeed, a word for eternity. 

Happy is he who is opposed and persecuted for 

* Kom. viii. 1. f Rom. iii. 24, 28. 
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righteousness' sake, to make him give up fellowship 
with the saints of the Lord Jesus, and give up the 
testimony that *^ the grass withereth and the flower 
thereof falleth away ;" or the testimony : ^^ I will be 
to Ephraim as a flourishing tree ; in me shall thy 
firuit be found;"* and who, notwithstanding such 
persecution, abides in this fellowship, and this tes- 
timony. God will give him grace and honour ; He 
will give him richly to experience that the faith he 
exercised when travelling on the thorny path which 
the flesh shuns and dislikes, was, indeed, the right 
faith ; that he had the word which abides when all 
others have vanished in smoke, the word which 
^' endureth for ever." It is this word alone that 
gives rest, so that it may be well with us. And 
when the end is good, all is well. Amen. 

* Hosea xiv. 8. Luther's translation. 
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